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DO    NOT    MISS  THIS. 

Nexi'  week  the  Annual  Winter  Issue  of   The   Chemist  and 

DKi;(i(iiST  will  be  printed. 
It  will  be  a  beautiful  number,  with  attractive  cover  and  fascinating 

contents. 

It  will  be  a  good  number  to  advertise  in — to  advertise  well ;  but  it  is 
necessary  for  those  who  wish  to  take  advantage  of  the  issue  to 
secure  their  space 

Before  Tuesday. 

We  (^nii)liasis(t  tlic  "  Tuesday  "  at  tlie  request  of  the  Publisher. 
Tliat  is  liis  closing  day. 

Copies  of  the  issue  will  be  reserved  for  those  iiarts  of  South 
Africa  at  i)re«cnt  inaccessible  by  post.  Business  will  be  resumed 
there  ere  long,  and  it  will  l)e  good. 

Tuesday,  January  23,  is  the  last  day  for  securing  space  in 
number  for  general  advertisements  ; 

Wednesdug  for  communications  to  the  Editor ; 

Thursdag,  January  25,  3  P.M.,  for  small  advertisements  for  the 
Coloured  Su|ipleinent. 


PHAiniAi-ia-ncAi.  V 


LlS'l'S  are  printed  ou 
ngain  writes  alimit  p!iarnia<;ist> 


and 


liints  in  their  Curner  thi?  week  on 


Thi:  Iris 
p.  81. 

Jlji.  James  Reid 
lietioiist.s  (p.  103). 

Students  get  scmu 
how  to  learn  (p.  92). 

A  C()MM1SSI0N  has  liren  apjioiiited  to  inquire  into  the 
administration  of  the  Patent-laws  (p.  80). 

The  Chemists"  Bai.i,  and  i.ther  festivities  show  that 
trade  lias  not  yet  gone  to        dogs  (p.  85). 

Of  314  JIixeiR  C'ANDin\Ti;s  examined  in  London  this 
month  only  76  passed.     1  lirir  names  are  on  p.  101. 

'J'he  iNCiiMPATlBILTTY  brtween  sodium  arsenate  and  ]ir|. 
strveli.  hvdroelilor.  has  been  farther  dealt  with  liy  Mr.  .J.  R. 
Hiil  (p.  102). 

Mk.  Glyn-Jones  spoke  at  Blaekbnrn  last  week  regarding 
the  work  of  the  rharraaceutic.'d  Coniieil  and  its  attitude  on 
the  eonipany-qnestion  (p.  99). 

'J'tri':  Sale  of  a  '\Vii.Lt:siji:x  Gitici'x  liusiXESs  Ijas  given 
rise  til  a  eiiunt)  -coart  ilispnte.  in  whieh  the  purchaser  proved 
that  the  stdler  overstated  the  hook-dehts  (p.  88). 

Xravser  says  "  nothing  eould  be  more  interestiiig  than  a 
report  showing  why  there  is  nothing  to  report "'  on  the  com- 
pany-question by  the  Piiarmaceutical  Council  (p.  93). 

At  J5n)MiX(;HAM  this  week  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
has  gained  one  case  and  been  defeated  in  another  in  which 
unqualified  assistants  were  sued  for  selling  pioison  (p.  86). 

At  AX  IXQUEST  IX  HULE  it  was  reported  that  a  man  had 
died  from  an  overdose  of  pt)tassinin  bromide ;  but  it  has 
since  transpired  that  chloral  liydrate  was  the  head  iirodnct 
(p.  80). 

The  ]'"(i(ii;-i'i{i^sEii\'.\'ii\  i;  Cojimissiox  lias  continued  its 
inquiry  this  week.  The  e\  ideiice  was  chiefly  ilirected  to 
show  that  the  addition  of  ]ireser\  ativ(\s  to  milk  is  unneces- 
sary (1).  80). 

'J'he  E.vst  Ham  jM.\(;isTJiA'rES  take  exactly  the  opposite 
\  iew  of  the  West  Ham  3Iagislrale  in  regard  to  the  anthorily 
of  the  J5.]'.  on  the  sale  of  drugs  (p.  8'7).  We  discuss  the 
subject  on  p.  97. 

The  jMarkets  are  brisk  tliis  week,  several  articles  having 
gone  higher,  notably  cinchona,  quinine,  and  salicin,  but 
chemicals,  drugs,  and  .spices  generally  are  ou  the  up-grade. 
We  report  the  cinchona  and  dru^-  sales  held  in  London 
(p.  106). 

Y>\  RuYAL  I'ROCi.AMATiiix  the  exportation  or  carriage- 
coastwise  of  picric  acid,  cresdl.  phenol,  and  their  derivatives, 
which  are  used  in  the  uianufacUire  of  explosives,  is  pro- 
liibite<l.  The  notice  has  caused  excitement  in  the  chemical- 
market  (]i]i.  84  and  93). 

.  Death  has  lieen  v(>ry  acti\-e  during  the  past  week,  our 
obituary-columns  containing  notices  of  Mr.  Daniel  Frazer 
(Glasgow),  Mr.  C.  Hobson  (Beverley),  and  Mr.  G.  Lines 
(Hertford),  the  last  a  founder  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
(p.  86).    iM.  Chiris,  of  Grasse,  died  on  Tuesday  (p.  82). 

Myrrh  axd  its  Tixcj'URE  were  the  subjects  of  two 
papers  communicated  by  Mr.  G.  F.  Merson  to  the  North 
British  Branch  on  Wednesday  evening.  The  qualities  of 
commercial  myrrh  were  spoken  of,  and  percolation  shown  to 
bs  superior  to  maceration  in  making  the  tincture  (p.  102). 

A  Committee  of  the  Max.\  House  of  Keys,  which  has 
heard  evidence  which  is  chiefly  directed  to  prevent  the  ex- 
tension of  the  company-princi])le  and  to  add  to  the  poi.son 
schedule  of  the  Pharmacy  and  Sale  of  Poisons  Bill  for  the 
island,  and  the  House  has  introduced  a  company  clause  into 
the  Bill  (]).  97). 

'J'he  Pharmaceuticai-  Society  has  appealed  against  the 
decisiim  by  the  Worcester  County  Court  Judge  holding  that 
a  florist  who  took  an  order  and  the  money  for  arsenical 
weed-killer  supplied  direct  by  the  manufacturer  was  not  a 
seller  in  the  I'hannacy  Act  sense.  The  Queen's  Bench  dis- 
missed the  appeal  (j).  86). 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


To  Encourage  Botany. 

Mr.  W.  P.  Hartley,  preserve-manufacturer,  Aintree,  is  to 
o-ive  12,000/.  to  build  ami  equip  a  botanical  laboratory 
at  University  College,  Liverpool,  in  connection  with  the 
Botanical  School,  This  is  tlie  third  gift  from  the  same 
donor. 

A  Committee  on  Patents. 

Mr.  Ritchie,  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  has  appointed 
a  Departmental  Committee  "  to  consider  various  sugges- 
tions which  liave  been  made  for  developing  the  benefits 
afforded  hy  the  Patent  Office  to  inventors,  and  report."  The 
Committee  consists  of  Mr.  F.  J.  S.  Hopwood  (Chairman)  ; 
Mr.  Ed.  Carpmael,  President  of  the  C'hartered  Institute 
of  Patent  Agents  ;  Mr.  C.  V.  Dalton,  C.B.,  Comptroller-General 
of  Patents;  Mr.  J.  A.  Kempp,  Deputy-Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Customs  ;  and  Mr.  >S.  E.  Spring  Rico,  CIS.,  of  her  Majesty's 
Treasury.  Mr.  Arthur  Neovcs,  of  the  P>oard  of  Trade."  is 
secretary  of  the  Committee. 

Entomology. 

At  the  South  London  Entomological  Society  on  January  11. 
Mr.  F.  N.  Clark,  Chairman  of  the  Public  and  Poor-law 
Dispensers'  Association,  gave  one  of  his  descriptive  lectures 
on  "Entomology,"  illustrated  by  seventy  original  photo- 
micrographic  lantern-slides.  Mr.  A.  Harrison,  F.C.S.,  F.L.S., 
j)resided,  and  there  were  present  many  prominent  entomo- 
logists, including  Dr.  Chapman,  Messrs.  Richard  South  and 
J.  W.  Tutt.  A  life-history  series  on  the  Vapourer  moth 
was  much  admired,  as  also  were  a  fine  collection  of  eggs  of 
the  Lcjndnptvrn  and  several  examples  of  typical  insect- 
structure. 

Food-preservatives  Committee. 

The  Departmental  Committee  on  preservatives  and  colour- 
ing-matters in  food  has  been  .sitting  again  this  week.  Dr. 
S.  Rideal,  F.I.C.,  said  that  1  part  of  formaldehyde  in  50,000  was 
sufficient  to  preserve  milk  even  in  warm  weather  for  twenty- 
four  hours,  while  a  mixture  of  boric  acid  and  borax  in  the 
proportion  of  1  part  in  2,000  produced  the  same  result.  The 
effect  of  these  quantities  of  preservatives  on  the  digestibility 
of  food,  even  after  contact  with  it  for  twenty-four  hour.s 
was  inappreciable.  Much  larger  quantities  than  those  men- 
tioned might  be  taken  with  impunity.  Mr.  Charles  Ca.s.sa], 
F.LC,  said  he  believed  the  milk-supply  of  even  a  large  town 
could  be  maintained  without  the  use  of  preservatives  by 
means  of  the  cold-treatment  for  milk.  The  proper  method 
of  preserving  milk  was  by  refrigeration  and  sterilisation.  If 
all  preservatives  could  not  be  abolished,  a  full  and  clear 
statement  of  the  nature,  amount,  and  probable  effect  of  the 
preservatives  used  should  lie  given  to  the  purchaser.  Mr. 
de  Hailes.  analyst  to  the  Dairy  Trade-protection  Society, 
said  that  cold-storage  would  keep  milk  a  considerable  time, 
but  where  such  storage  was  not  available  preservatives  were 
necessary.  It  was  impracticable,  if  not  impossible,  to  make 
the  purveyor  declare  the  use  of  preservatives  over  the 
counter  to  all  purchasers.  Mr.  A.  Gilbey,  of  the  firm  of 
Messrs.  "\V.  &  A.  Gilliey  &  Sons,  said  practically  no  preserva- 
tives were  allowed  to  be  used  in  the  wines  imported  by  them, 
and  they  were  constantly  being  tested  by  Professor  Dewar, 
amongst  others.  He  knew  there  was  a  wine  made  in  Eng- 
land, a  claret,  which  had  been  offered  to  him  at  6.<.  M.  a 
dozen.  He  did  not  know  what  it  is  made  from,  and  it  did 
not  have  to  pay  any  duty  at  all.  Professor  Thorpe  (a 
member  of  the  Committee) :  Do  you  think  that  it  is  likely  to 
contain  salicylic  acid  ?_I  should  think  it  is  extremely  likely. 
Witness  added  that  it  was  unlikely  that  this  wine  contained 
grape-juice  (although  he  had  seen  it  labelled  "  St. 
Julien  "),  and  it  probably  contained  salicylic  acid. — At  Wed- 
nesday's meeting  Mr.  Walter  Fisher,  President  of  the  Society 
of  Public  Analy.sts,  Dr.  Thomas  Stevenson,  Mr.  T.  Carrington 
Smith,  and  Professor  .Tames  Long  gave  evidence.  All  were 
agreed  that  with  greater  cleanliness  in  the  preparation  of 
milk,  cooling  it  immediately,  and  sending  it  quicker  to  the 
place  of  consumption,  preservatives  would  not  be  neces.sary. 


Ingratitude. 

At  Marylebone  Police  Court  on  January  11,  Frederick 
Thomas  West,  commercial  traveller,  was  sentenced  to  six 
months'  hard  labour  for  embezzling  200/.  from  his  employers, 
Messrs.  Day,  Son  &  Hewitt,  Dorset  Street,  W.  The  j)risouer 
had  been  in  the  firm  for  twenty  years,  and  was  paid  a  salary 
of  11.  per  week.  Last  April  the  firm  discovered  that  West 
'  had  embezzled  about  45/.  He  expressed  regret,  and  was 
forgiven ;  but  in  December  other  defalcations  were  dis- 
covered, to  which  the  prisoner  confessed.  The  Magistrate 
(Mr.  Curtis  Bennett)  commented  on  the  ingratitude  of  the 
prisoner  towards  his  employers,  who  had  done  so  much  for 
him. 

What  was  the  Hypnotic  ? 

The  Hull  City  Coroner  held  an  inquest  on  January  10, 
touching  the  death  of  Harry  Wilson  Hepworth  (38),  Hull,  who 
was  alleged  to  have  died  after  taking  some  bromide-of- 
potassium  crystals  for  sleeplessness.  Mr.  Ponsonby,  surgeon, 
said  that  the  cau.se  of  death  was  poisoning  by  bromide  of 
potassium.  Mr.  A.  L.  W.  Fletcher,  chemist,  who  supplied 
deceased  with  the  j)oison  as  a  sleeping-draught,  said 
Hepworth  had  some  knowledge  of  chemistry.  A  verdict  of 
death  Ijy  misadventure  was  returned,  no  blame  l:)eing  attached 
to  the  chemist.  [This  is  from  a  local  report.  There  is  no 
K.  L.  W.  Fletcher  on  the  register,  and  poisoning  with 
potassium  bromide  is  exceedingly  rare.  The  next  paragraph 
explains  matters. — Ed.] 

The  Explanation. 

!  In  explanation  of  the  foregoing  extraiirdinary  report  Mr. 
A.  L.  W.  Fechtner,  chemist,  Spring  Bank,  writes  to  the  Hull 
Eastern  Morning  Ni-ws  stating  that  tlie  deceased,  who  was 
reported  to  have  purchased  the  poison  at  his  shop,  did  not 
do  so,  as  he  brought  it  to  Mr.  Fechtner  in  a  stoppered  bottle 
to  be  weighed  out  in  the  required  number  of  doses.  De- 
ceased also  knew  the  exact  strength  of  each  dose  in  the 
draughts,  as  they  were  dispensed  according  to  his  own 
dii-ections,  and  he  was  quite  familiar  with  the  chemical. 
Moreover,  it  was  not  bromide  of  potassium,  but  hydrate  of 
chloral. 

An  Appreciation. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Derry  on  January  11,  touching  the 
death  of  a  man  named  James  Begley,  from  heart-disea.se,  it 
transpired  that  the  deceased,  when  in  a  state  of  collapse, 
called  on  Mr.  Glendenning,  chemist  and  druggist.  Clarendon 
Street,  who  gave  him  a  dose  of  sal  volatile  and  ordered 
him  home  at  once,  and  to  send  for  a  doctor.  Dr.  McCaul,  in 
giving  medical  evidence,  said  sal  volatile  was  the  best  thing 
to  give  him  under  the  circumstances. 

The  Foreman  :  Oh,  I  am  certain  Mr.  Glendenning  acted 
very  kindly  and  did  the  best  he  could. 

Dr.  McCaul :  He  or  any  other  pharmaceutical  chemi.st  knows 
well  the  effect  of  any  medicine  ;  in  fact,  chemists  are  sujiposed 
to  keep  the  doctors  right  if  they  make  a  slip. 

"Would  be  Wept  Away. 

Holland  Winterbottom,  the  man  who  sold  plain-glass 
.spectacles  as  "  pebbles  "  (see  last  week's  issue,  page  41)  to 
two  elderly  people  at  Chadderton,  near  Oldham,  has  been 
sentenced  to  six  months'  imprisonment  with  hard  labour. 
He  had  told  his  victims  that  "  if  they  wore  his  special  glasses 
for  two  hours  per  day,  tears  would  flow  frfim  their  eyes  ;  these 
were  to  be  put  in  a  bottle,  and  the  cataracts  from  which  they 
were  suffering  would  be  wept  away." 

To  Leave  No  Excuse. 

I  The  Prestwich  District  Council  has  resolved  to  distribute 
1  to  the  shopkeepers  of  their  district  100  copies  of  the  Sale  of 
j  Food  and  Drugs  Act  wliich  came  into  operation  on  Jamiary  1. 

Thought  it  Would  Do  him  Good. 

A  man  named  Parkinson  was  charged  before  the  Man- 
chester City  Justices  on  January  11  with  trying  to  commit 
suicide  by  taking  carbolic  acid.  The  Bench  asked  him  what 
he  took  the  acid  for.  Prisoner  :  I  tlu:)nglit  it  might  do  me 
good.  What!  poison? — I  did  not  think  it  was  as  strong  as 
it  was.  I  have  taken  4  oz.  of  laudanum  at  once,  and  it 
said  "  Poison "  on  the  bottle  like  this  did,  and  it  was  the 
same  colour,  and  so  I  thought  it  would  do  me  good.  I  had 
not  had  any  sleep  for  two  or  three  nights. 
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Death  in  a  Chemist's  Shop. 

On  January  9  a  woman  named  Prince  entered  the  shop  of 
Mr.  Joseph  Oakey,  chemist,  238  Deansgate,  Manchester,  and 
asked  for  some  cougli-mixture.  Slie  .sat  down  on  a  chair 
by  the  side  of  the  counter,  while  Mr.  Oakey  was  serving- 
another  customer,  and  was  suddenly  taken  ill.  Mr.  Oakey 
went  to  her  assistance,  and  Dr.  Mann  was  sent  for,  but  the 
woman  died  before  he  arrived. 

Overdose  of  Spirit  of  Camphor. 

At  the  St.  Clement's  Dale  Vestry  Hall,  on  January  15,  an 
inquiry  as  to  the  death  of  John  Paterson  Stirling  (aged  79), 
elicited  the  fact  that  deceased  had  taken  about  1  oz.  of 
spirit  of  camphor  instead  of  his  usual  dose  of  10  drops. 
Deceased,  according  to  the  medical  evidence,  died  from 
bronchitis  accelerated  by  an  overdose  of  camphor. 

One  for  the  Coroner. 

At  an  inquest  held  on  January  15,  at  Kensington,  before 
Mr.  Luxmoore  Drew,  on  the  body  of  a  tailor  named  Hickman, 
who  had  died  of  bronchitis,  a  son  of  the  deceased  said  his 
father  had  a  great  objection  to  doctors,  but  wished  him  to 
go  to  a  chemist,  as  he  would  be  able  to  do  him  good. 
Witness  obtained  a  bottle  of  medicine  from  a  chemist, 
which  appeared  to  greatly  relieve  him. 

Where  did  he  Get  it  ? 

At  the  Birkenhead  Police  Court  on  January  11.  Ai'thur 
Woods  (21)  was  charged  with  having  attempted  to  commit 
suicide.  Prisoner,  who  was  staying  at  a  lodging-house, 
was  seen  by  a  fellow-lodger  to  be  ill,  and,  on  being  admitted 
to  the  borough  hospital,  showed  .symptoms  of  strychnine- 
poisoning.  Antidotes  were  applied,  and  the  man  gradually 
recovered.  He  afterwards  admitted  having  taken  Id.  worth 
of  strychnine,  as  he  was  in  very  low  spirits. 

Fire. 

With  regard  to  the  fire  at  the  works  of  the  Rylands  Glass 
and  Engineering  Company  (Limited),  Barnsley,  reported  in 
our  last  week's  issue  (page  41),  the  company  inform  us  that 
there  was  no  valuable  machinery  whatever  destroyed. 
Only  the  top  floor  of  the  temporary  box-factory  was  burnt 
out. 

The  Sale  of  Laudanum. 

At  Carnarvon  on  .January  15,  a  woman  named  Seliua  Pugh 
was  fined  10s.  and  costs  for  drunkenness.  Evidence  was 
given  to  the  effect  that  the  defendant  was  brought  to  the 
police-station  suffering  from  the  effects  of  drink  and 
laudanum.  The  Mayor  stated  that  it  had  come  to  his 
knowledge  that  some  chemists  in  the  town  sold  laudanum  to 
women  such  as  these  on  Sunday  nights  especially.  The 
practice  of  .selling  laudanum,  except  by  medical  advice,  was 
fraught  with  much  danger,  and  he  hoped  the  chemists  of  the 
town  would  take  warning. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  candidates  who  passed 
at  the  January  examinations  : — 

Pharmaceutical  As-^idants'  EMimhuitiua. — J.  S.  Strange 
and  J.  Patton.    One  candidate  was  rejected 

Itcgixtrrcd  Briifigint  ExamiaafAoii.^^ .  Bell,  E.J.Clancy, 
J.  P.  McEvoy,  ami  I).  Mansoii. 

Pliarmacriitiral  Licence  Exu  mi  nntinn.. — J.  McGrotty, 
C.  J.  B.  Dunlop,  (W.  B.  Conyngham,  J.  Myles— equal), 
F.  C.  Warren,  and  R.  Kingston.  Ten  candidates  were  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  James  Guik'r,  Cooke  Ter  race,  Ormcau  Road,  Belfast, 
was  on  January  8  appointed  by  the  President  temporary 
examiner  in  place  at  Dr.  M(Medi'th  Kountree  Whitla  at  the 
cxaniination  held  on  .January  12.  Tlic  I'rivy  Council's  approval 
of  this  was  given  on  .January  11. 


Contract. 

The  trustees  of  the  North  Charitable  Infirmary,  Cork,  have 
accepted  the  tender  of  the  Cork  Chemical  and  Drug  Company 
for  the  supply  of  medicines  for  a  period  of  twelve  months. 

Dance  Postponed. 

The  committee  of  the  Irish  Pharnlacists'  Assistants 
A.s.sociation  has  decided,  owing  to  the  sickness  prevailing 
in  Dublin,  to  postpone  the  annual  dance  announced  for 
January  26. 

The  Killarney  Medicine-contract. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  replied  to  the 
Guardians  of  Killarney  Union  in  reference  to  the  medicine- 
contract  (6'.  Sj-  D.,  December  23,  1899,  page  1012).  As 
there  was  not  a  full  board  at  the  last  meeting  discussion  was 
adjourned  for  a  fortnight. 

The  Doctor  Explains. 

Dr.  Crossle,  late  medical  officer  cf  No.  2  District  Dispen- 
sary, Newry,  has  told  the  Guardians  in  reply  to  their  request 
that  he  is  unable  to  say  if  the  cost  of  medicines  in  his  district 
has  increased.  He  added  that  his  district  was  an  exception- 
ally large  one,  and  that  he  invariably  employed  the  most 
suitable  and  efficient  remedies  irrespective  of  cost.  The 
communication  was  considered  to  be  satisfactory. 

Dublin  Oil-dues. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Dublin  Port  and  Docks  Board  held 
last  week.  Sir  Richard  Martin  presiding,  a  letter  was  read 
from  the  Anglo-Caucasian  Oil  Company  (Limited)  offering- 
payment  of  2,001.  per  annum  for  a  fixed  berth  for  their 
vessels,  and  201.  per  annum  for  wayleaves  for  oil-pipes. 
After  some  discussion,  in  which  it  was  said  that  the  company 
were  paying  \0d.  a  ton  for  oil  landed  in  Belfast,  it  was 
decided  to  refer  the  company  to  the  former  offer  of  the 
Board,  in  which  the  price  for  berthage  and  wayleave  was 
fixed  at  300/.  per  annum. 

Dispensary  Seized  for  Bates. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Ennistymon,  co.  Clare,'  Board 
of  Guardians,  the  Clerk  read  a  letter  received  frcm  Dr. 
Peter  O'Dwyer,  medical  officer,  .stating  that  the  rate-collector 
had  seized  the  Ennistymon  dispen.sary  for  poor-rates  due. 
The  dispensary  could  not  in  consequence  be  reopened  for 
public  use  for  some  days,  and  he,  in  the  meantime,  had  to 
procure  medicines  and  drugs  for  patients  from  the  local 
Medical  Hall.  The  Clerk  exi^ained  that  the  rate-collector 
had  asked  him  for  the  rates  due,  and  he  (the  Clerk)  com- 
municated with  the  Local  Government  Board  as  to  whether 
it  would  be  legal  for  him  to  pay  the  amount  owing.  To  that 
communication  he  had  received  no  reply. 

Waterford  Poisoning-case. 

Patrick  Dunphy  was,  on  January  13,  charged  at  Waterford 
Police  Court  with  causing  the  death  of  his  two  boys  by 
poison.  The  younger  child,  aged  9,  died  suddenly  in  the 
street  recently,  and  it  was  found  that  his  death  was  due  to 
strychnine.  This  caused  the  exhumation  of  the  body  of  an 
elder  lad,  who  died  suddenly  about  a  month  previously,  and 
Sir  Charles  Cameron  is  engaged  in  examining  the  stomach 
and  intestines  for  poison.  Mr.  A.  H.  Parker,  assistant  with 
Messrs.  Poole,  druggists,  Michael  Street,  Waterford,  identified 
the  prisoner  as  a  person  to  whom  he  supplied,  ou  Septem- 
ber 26,  4  gr.  of  strychnine,  which  was  wanted,  prisoner  said, 
for  poisoning  rats.  On  November  8  he  again  supplied  him 
witli  6  gr.  to  poison  a  dog.  Mr.  H.  McAdams,  assistant  with 
Messrs.  White  &  Son,  druggists,  O'Connell  Street,  Waterford, 
deposed  that  he  supplied  prisoner  with  5  gr.  of  strychnine  on 
December  12  for  the  purpose  of  poisoning  a  dog  which  pri- 
soner said  was  annoying  him  by  barking  at  night.  The  case 
was  adjourned  for  eight  days. 


"  Good  10,<.  Worth,  no  doiiht." — It  is  thus  that  a  leading 
Scotch  pharmacist  writes  in  renewing  his  subscription  to 
tlic  C.  cf  I).,  and  he  ought  to  know,  for  he  adds,  "  I  have 
been  a  reader  of  it  since  the  first  dav  it  was  published." 
(259/27.) 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Medicine-mistake. 

On  Jaiuiarv  11  John  Ward,  reader  in  a  Glasgow  iiew.siiaper 
(illiec,  wlio  was  suffering  from  a  severe  cough,  rose  from  his 
bed  in  Ihe  dark  and  drank  a  quantity  of  poisonous  liniment 
in  mistake  for  cough-mixture.  A  mustard  emetic  was  at 
once  administered,  but  lie  soon  afterwards  lost  consciousness. 
The  medical  men  in  attendance  are,  however,  hoi^eful  of  his 
ultimate  recovery. 

For  the  Front. 

Among.st  the  Glasgow  Volunteers  going  to  South  Africa 
is  Mr.  Hugh  Dull',  one  of  the  employes  of  Messrs.  Cockburii 

Co.  (Limited),  chemists,  Glasgow.  I\Ir.  Duff  is  a  bugler 
in  the  4th  Volunteer  Battalion  Scottish  Kifles.  Prior  to  his 
leaving  tlieir  employment,  Messrs.  Cockburn  &,  Co.'s  staff 
[ireseiited  Mr.  iJulT  with  a  silver-mounted  pipe,  a  tobacco- 
jioueh,  and  a  ))ursc  of  money.  The  presentation  was  made 
by  !Mr.  Henderson,  in  the  firm's  offices. 

Aerated-water  Bottles. 

In  the  Court  of  iScssion,  Edinburgh,  an  action  has  been 
raised  l)y  Daniel  ]\IcC\dloch,  trading  as  the  Anchor  Mineraf 
'Water  Comjiany,  (ilasgow,  against  the  Glasgow  and  West  of 
Scotland  Aerated-water  Manufacturers'  Defence  Association. 
J'ursuer  seeks  delivery  fr<im  defenders  of  500  dozen  aerated- 
water  bottles  and  100  wooden  cases  in  the  possession  of 
defenders,  which  are  his  projierty,  or  ]iayment  of  31/.  13*-.  4r7. 
The  defenders  say  that  jmrsner.  although  not  a  member  of 
the  Association,  had  dealt  with  the  Exchange  by  sending 
liottles  belonging  to  other  manufacturers  ami  receiving  the 
))rice  ])er  dozen  fixeil  by  dcfender.s'  rules,  and  by  receiving 
from  the  company  bottles  lielonging  to  him  on  payment  of  a 
])riee  ])er  dozen.  In  June  last  jjursuer  wrote  demanding 
delivery  of  his  bottles  and  boxes  in  their  jios.session  free  of 
charge.  They  state  that  they  are  willing  to  treat  with  pur- 
suer on  Die  same  terms  as  formerly,  and  plead  that  he  is 
bari'ed  by  his  actings  from  persisting  in  tliis  action. 

The  Late  Mr.  Daniel  Frazer. 

]{eferring  to  Glasgow's  veteran  pharmacist,  whose  death  is 
recorded  elsewhere,  a  corre,si)ondent  mentions  that  Mr. 
Frazer,  in  a  sketch  ]iublished  a  few  years  ago,  tells  of  the 
a.stonisliment  with  which  as  a  boy  he  saw  plate-glass 
windows  being  juit  in  the  shops  in  Argylc  Street.  One  of 
the  great  events  of  his  early  life  was  the  taking  of  the  shop 
105  Buchanan  Street,  by  his  brother,  ]\Ir.  H.  B.  Frazer,  on 
AMiit  Sunday,  1830,  at  a  rental  of  357.  'J'his  .seems  a  small 
rent  now,  but  it  was  large  in  (hose  days,  when  Glasgow  had 
a  pojiulation  of  only  200,000.  At  that  time  the  leading 
sliops  were  all  east  of  Buchanan  Street,  but  many  of  them 
subseqiiently  opened  in  that  street,  though  then  the  grass 
was  growing  luxuriantly  in  the  upper  parts  of  it.  For  six 
years  Mr.  Frazer's  was  the  furthest  west  drug-shop  in  Glas- 
gow noi  th  of  Argyle  Street.  The  cash  sales  for  the  first  six 
months  were  as  follows : — July,  under  177.  ;  August,  217.  ; 
September,  177. ;  October,  197. ;  November,  197. ;  and  December, 
257.  ;  total,  1187.  On  only  two  days  during  the  six  months 
did  the  sales  amount  to  over  27.,  and  the  largest  of  these 
was  37.  9.«.  The  smallest  days  were  3,s\  6^7.,  4x.  6(1. ,  and 
5;.-.  6(7.  In  1831  the  back  premises  were  burned,  and  the 
family  were  taken  to  a  then  well-known  hotel  in  Buchanan 
Street,  which  was  the  meeting-place  of  the  famous  Jumble 
Club,  of  which  the  most  eminent  citizens  were  members.  It 
would  be  intere.sting  to  compare  the  business  carried  on  in 
the  one-windowed  .shop  in  iJuchanan  Street  at  357.  a  year, 
sixty  years  ago,  with  the  huge  dimensions  which  the  firm 
has  now  attained,  with  its  liandsome  shops  in  Buchanan 
Street,  Cliaring  Cross,  Great  Western  Road,  and  Kelvin 
Bridge.  The  amount  now  paid  aimually  in  rent  alone  will 
probably  be  equal  to  the  entire  drawings  of  the  year  1830 
lialf-a-dozen  times  over,  a  comparison  that  shows  with 
unmistakable  meaning  not  only  the  business  capacity  of 
Mr.  Frazer,  but  the  vast  incrense  that  has  taken  jilace  in  the 
city  of  Gla.sgow. 


jfrcucb 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent-) 


The  Influenza-epidemic  is  prevailing  in  some  of  the 
French  i^rovincial  towns,  and  notably  at  Rennes.  It  has 
made  its  appearance  in  Paris  also,  but  so  far  has  not  taken 
any  marked  development  here. 

Bu,siNE8S  Change. — In  consequence  of  ill  health,  Mr. 
Gaston  Coutela  has  retired  from  commercial  life  and  from 
the  firm  of  G.  Coutela  &  Co.,  wholesale  and  export  druggists. 
Rue  des  Franc-Bourgeois,  Paris.  The  remaining  partner, 
Mr.  H.  Priou,  F.C.S.,  has  taken  into  partnership  Mr.  E. 
Menetrier,  and  the  business  will  in  future  be  carried  on  by 
them  \mdcr  the  style  of  Priou  &  Menetrier. 

The  New  Chemical  Institute  at  Lyons  was  opened  a 
few  days  ago  by  M.  Leygues,  French  Minister  of  Public 
Instruction.  In  declaring  the  building  open  he  spoke  of 
international  competition,  and  said  that,  if  called  upon  to 
defend  the  frontiers,  the  army  would  be  victorious.  But  in 
the  field  of  commerce  scientific  training  is  neces.sary  to 
ensure  success,  and  the  new  Chemical  Institute  should  be  the 
headquarters  of  a  great  movement  in  that  direction.  On  the 
same  occasion  the  Minister  unveiled  a  bust  of  M.  Jules 
Raulin,  the  founder  of  the  Institute,  formerly  professor  of 
chemistry  at  the  Lyons  Faculty  of  Sciences. 

M.  Leon  Chikis,  Deputy  from  1874  to  1882,  and  since 
that  time  Senator  for  the  Alj^es  Maritimes,  died  at  Paris  on 
January  16,  aged  60  years.  He  was  the  head  of  the  firm  of 
Antoine  Chiris,  manufacturer  of  raw  products  for  perfumery, 
at  Grasse.  M.  Chiris  received  part  of  his  education  at  Rich- 
mond, Surrey,  and  on  his  return  from  England  joined  the 
business  established  at  Grasse  in  1768  by  a  member  of  his 
father's  family.  lender  M.  IjCon  Chiris's  management  the 
business  has  considerably  developed.  He  received  the 
decoration  of  the  Legion  of  Honour  in  1869  for  services 
rendered  to  the  perfumery  industry,  and  during  the  Paris 
Exhibition  of  1889  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  Officer  of  the 
same  order.  He  was  President  of  the  Perfumer}-  Section  on 
that  occasion.  His  two  daughters  are  married  to  sons  of  the 
late  President  Carnot. 

'The  Incomplete  Pkesckii'tion, — 'J'he  pharmacist  who 
was  responsible  for  the  disjiensing  of  the  ]irescription  of 
"  Gouttes  ameres  de  Baum^,"  which  caused  the  death  of  a 
lady,  was  duly  acquitted  of  any  carelessness  in  the  matter, 
as  mentioned  in  last  week's  C.  S(  D.,  but  it  is  of  some 
interest  to  relate  the  examination  of  the  assistant  who 
actually  made  up  the  medicine.  In  England  he  would  have 
been  interrogated  by  the  Coroner  at  the  inquest,  but  here  it 
is  a  magistrate  known  as  the  "  Juge  d'Instruction,"  who  has 
the  initiative.    The  examination  took  the  following  form  : — 

"  You  recognise,  sir,  that  it  was  you  who  deliveivd  the  medicine 
in  question  ?  This  preparation  is  a  poison,  and  you  cannot  ignore 
the  conditions  and  precautions  required  by  tlic  law  in  such  a 
case." 

"Yes,  Monsieur  le  Juge,  I  am  the  dispenser.  The  jirescription 
you  have  liefore  you  was  presented  to  nie,  and  as  it  was  per- 
fectly in  order  I  did  not  hesitate  to  make  it  up,  and  asked  no 
questions." 

"Well,  you  ought  to  have  asked  for  explanations.  Besides, 
you  ought  not  to  have  delivered  the  medicine  ;  you  have  not  the 
right  to  do  so." 

"  Yet  I  could  not  refuse,  as  the  recipe  was  in  order,  and  I  copied 
it  in  the  prescription-book  in  the  regular  way." 
"  In  any  case  you  are  a  pharmacist?  " 

"Pharmacist!  No.  I  am  simply  a  pharmacist's  assistant.  I  was 
duly  inscribed  at  a  School  of  Pharmacy,  but  1  \\s\,\e  not  taken  my 
diploma.  I  simply  follow  my  calling  as  an  assistant,  and  have 
done  so  for  over  twenty  years." 

"  As  you  are  not  a  pliarmacist  you  ought  not  to  have  delivered 
this  poison.  You  are  consequently  culpable  of  illegal  practice  of 
])harmacy.  You  are  liable  to  a  fine,  the  maximum  of  which  is 
3,O0Of.,  and  to  two  months'  imprisonment." 

Needless  to  say,  the  assistant  was  some\\  hat  terrorised  by 
the  tone  of  his  interlocutor,  who  was  right  according  to  the 
strict  letter  of  the  law.  The  text  di.stinctly  lays  down  that 
none  but  the  qualified  pharmacist  who  owns  the  business  can 
prepare  and  sell  medicines.  The  autliorities  allow  consider- 
able latitude,  action  only  being  taken  against  qualified 
pharmacists  who  allow  their  name  to  be  used  by  an  un- 
qualified owner. 
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Colonial  an^  Jforcioit  HAcwa. 


'New  German  Pharmacoiheia. — The  new  Pharinacopa-ia 
will  probably  not  appear  until  October  next. 

We  learm  from  the  Riviera  that  Britishers  are 
.swarming  into  Bordighera  and  San  Remo,  on  the  Italian 
coast,  and  that  some  of  the  proprietors  of  villas  there  are 
giving  tlieir  delightful  abodes  as  convalescent  homes  for 
wounded  British  officers,  wlicreas,  on  the  French  side,  the 
.season  is  very  dull,  and  many  of  the  regular  visitors  arc 
absent. 

Trade-marks  is  Germany.  —  The  Imperial  German 
Patent  OHice  has  declared  the  following  words  as  "  free 
names,"  i.e.,  they  nuiy  not  be  registered : — Bon  Marche, 
Brilliant,  Elite,  Excellent,  Finesse,  Garantie,  Hermosa, 
Ideal,  Normal,  Nova,  Nuova.  Perfect,  Perfection,  Pompous, 
Reform,  Spar  ( saving).  Special,  Splendid,  Standard, 
Style,  System,  Universal. 

Russian  Pharmacists  are  now  holding  a  conference  at 
Moscow,  and  Mr.  Popovsky,  who  has  a  fine;  pharmacy  at 
Odessa,  and  the  largest  liusiuess  in  South  Russia,  has  been 
collecting  details  of  matters  pharmaceutical  in  the  chief 
countries  of  Europe  for  the  jiaper  he  is  going  to  read  at  the 
meeting,  having  in  view  the  advancement  of  Russian  phar- 
ceutical  education.  He  is  of  ojiinion  that,  notwith.^tanding 
tlie  keen  comjietition,  afl'airs  in  England  compare  favourably 
with  th(we  on  the  Continent. 

German  Chemical  Society.  —  At  the  recent  annual 
meeting  of  this  Society,  Lord  Rayleigli,  Professor  Jiamsay, 
Dr.  Jiittorl",  and  M.  Moissan,  were  elected  lionorary  members. 
The  new  President  of  the  Society  is  Dr.  J.  Volhard,  and 
tlic  Vice-l'residents  are  Drs.  Lietermann,  Ostwald,  Emil 
Fischer,  and  Engler.  Industrial  chemistry  is  well  repre 
senlcd  on  tlie  council  l>y  Drs.  llaarmann,  Falilberg,  and 
Knorr.  Tlie  total  number  of  members  is  now  3,347,  a  figure 
never  before  reached. 

'J'aripf  Decisions. — According  to  recent  decisions  given 
by  the  New  JCcaland  Commissioner  of  Trade  and  Customs, 
the  imi)ort-duties  on  tlie  following  articles  liave  been 
interpreted  as  under:  — 

Glycerin  wash  for  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  (logs, 

&c. ;  as  insecticides,  or  sheei)-(li[)       ...       ...  Free 

Horse-balls,  Gabriel  &  Troke's  gelatin  cap- 
suled ;  as  proprietary  medicines         ...       ...  40% 

"Kasagra,"  uu  extract  of  cascara  sagrada, 
aromatic,  prepared  Ijy  Stearns ;  as  druggists' 
sundries     ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  20% 

Pleasant  worm-syrup,  prepared  by  Stearns  ;  as 

druggists'  sundries         ...       ...       ...       ...  20% 

Prussiate  of  potash  ;  as  chemicals,  u.o.e.  ...  20% 

Soothing-syrup,  baby's,  prepared  by  Stearns ;  as 

druggists' sundries         ...       ...       ...       ...  20% 

New  York  Chemists'  C'lA'ii, — This  Club,  which  was 
organised  about  a  year  ago,  lias  ca\ight  on.  It  has  now  132 
resident  members,  ami  is  domiciled  in  a  handsome  house 
in  Manhattan  Borougli.  The  objects  of  the  Club  are  "the 
promotion  of  good  fellowshii)  amongst  its  members  and  the 
advancement  of  the  science  and  application  of  chemistry." 
The  first  year  has  lieon  more  or  less  experimental,  but  its 
success  has  encouraged  the  founders  to  extend  the  usefulness 
of  th(!  Club,  and  a  plan  has  been  put  forward  to  establish  a 
chemical  liljrary  in  connection  with  it.  A  rnicleus  is 
present  in  the  library  of  the  American  Chemical  Society 
(which  liad  been  for  several  years  in  storage,  and  practically 
useless  to  chemists)  and  the  Club's  present  library.  The 
arranging  of  this  combined  library  and  the  preparation  of 
a  catalogue  arc  well  under  weigh.  It  is  proposed  further 
to  inaugurate  a  .system  by  which  competent  chemists  can 
1)0  engaged  to  send  to  members  of  the  Society  living  at  a 
distance  abstracts,  copies,  or  translations  of  chemical 
literature  from  the  material  to  be  found  in  the  library  or 
elsewhere  iti  New  York.  A  directory  of  all  the  chemists 
living  in  the  I'nitiMl  States  or  Canada  is  also  being  prepared, 
and  will  be  useful  for  reference.  The  President  of  the  Club 
(Dr.  ('.  F.  Chandler)  has  issued  a  circular  in  which  he 
appeals  to  the  chemists  of  the  I'nited  States  and  Canada 
to  supimrt  the  Club  and  lielp  to  extend  its  benefits. 


Cheap  Quinine. — The  director  of  the  General  Cinchona 
Plantations  has  rechiced  the  price  of  quinine  in  5-gr.  packets 
from  3  pice  to  2  pice. 

Morphine  in  Bur.ma. — The  importation  of  morphine, 
whicli,  in  the  form  of  morphuie  pills,  is  used  as  a  substitute 
for  opium,  is  mentioned  in  the  Burmese  Excise  Administra- 
tion Report  for  1898-99.  The  report  claims  that  the  sale  of 
morpiiine  has  been  checked  by  the  Excise  Department  in 
Rangoon  and  Mandalay  ;  this,  however,  is  questioned  by  the 
Lieutenant-Governor.  In  1897  the  chemical  examiner  re- 
ported that  twenty-nine  articles  examined  by  him  contained 
morphine,  and  that  these  articles  came  not  only  from  Arakan, 
where  the  importation  had  hitherto  been  noticed,  but  from 
Pegu  Irrawaddy.  The  chemical  examiner,  in  his  report  for 
1898,  says:  "Detected  morphine  in  fifty-one  articles  ex- 
amined. The  use  of  these  pills  has  now  extended  throughout 
Lower  Burma  and  to  Mandalay.  Those  consumed  in  the 
Arakan  division  were  usually  made  locally,  while  those  used 
elsewhere  in  Burma  were  apparently  of  Chinese  manufacture." 

j  It  is  stated  that  the  imports  of  morphine  as  a  substitute  for 
ojjium  have  rapidly  increased  in  recent  years  at  several 

[  Chinese  ports.  The  spread  of  the  morphine-habit  is  attri- 
buted to  the  stringent  administration  of  the  Opium  Act,  as, 
although  the  sale  of  morphine  has  been  declared  to  be  penal 
under  that  Act,  an  otTeiice  of  this  kind  more  easily  escapes 
detection. 


Messrs.  Daisy  (Limited)  inform  us  that  they  have  just 
purchased  two  enornuuis  printing-machines  which  will  print 
20,000  copies  of  a  64-page  pamphlet  every  hour.  The 
machines  automatically  feed  themselves  with  paper  from  a 
huge  reel,  cut  off  each  pamphlet,  fold  it,  and  throw  them 
out  in  a  continuous  stream  counted  ready  into  bundles. 

Messrs.  Stephen  Piottifer  &  Sons,  Crudwell  Chemical 
Works,  IMalmesbury,  Wilts,  inform  us  that  they  have  duly 
protected  their  right  to  the  exclusive  use  of  the  word 
"  Santovin "  as  an  additional  name  for  "Herbal  Tonic"  or 
'•  Flockmaster's  Friend,"  which  is  largely  used  for  lambs  in 
the  spring  and  sunnner  months.  The  title  "  Santovin  "  will 
in  future  appear  on  all  labels  and  wrappers. 

Thioh.mogione  is  a  medicated  wadding  prepared  bj' Messrs. 
Vandenbroeck  &  Co.,  pharmacists,  Brussels.  It  is  put  for- 
ward as  a  substitute  for  mustard  plasters,  iodine,  and  blisters 
in  the  treatment  of  rheumatism,  neuralgia,  and  chest- 
all'tctions.  The  advantages  claimed  for  thcrmogene  are  that 
it  caniKit  blister  the  skin,  and  that  it  does  not  contain 
poisonous  substances.  To  use  it  all  that  is  required  is  to 
fasten  the  wadding  on  the  part  by  means  of  a  bandage,  so  as 
to  bring  it  into  innnediate  contact  with  the  skin.  The  feel- 
ing of  heat  whicli  ensues  can  be  hastened  or  increa.sed  by 
moi.stening  the  skin,  and  also  by  placing  a  piece  of  rubber 
on  t  he  top  of  the  wadding.  Thcrmogene  sells  at  l,s'.  l^d.  per 
packet.  'J'he  wholesale  agents  for  Great  Britain  and  the 
colonies  are  Messrs.  Fassett  Johnson.  31  and  32  Snow 
Hill  E.C. 

Profits  on  Returns. — The  Lamson  -  Paragon  Supply 
Company  (Limited),  Paragon  Works,  Canning  Town,  E., 
send  us  a  little  Ijook  they  publish  called  "  Profits  on 
Returns."  The  book  gives  methods  of  determining  profit  son 
returns,  and  tables  ready  worked  out  showing  the  amount  of 
profit  realised  from  Id.  to  10^.,  and  from  5  to  50  per  cent. 
The  other  interesting  items  in  the  book  are  a  method  of 
calculating  discounts,  a  ready  way  of  calculating  eighths  and 
sixteenths,  interest  for  less  than  a  year,  relative  prices  of 
ounces,  pounds,  hundredweights,  an(l  tons,  an  exiienditurc- 
table,  and  note  on  baid<ers'  system  of  discounting  bills.  In- 
(udentally,  the  fallacy  that  100  per  cent.  i)rofit  can  be  obtained 
upon  returns  is  exposed.  The  book  is  published  at  l.v.  6d., 
but  the  Lamson  Supply  Company  offer  to  su])iily  it  to  any 
chemist  who  applies  for  it  and  remits  9c/.  It  is  distinctly 
useful  to  eluMuists  wlio  appreciate  the  business  sid<'  of  their 
calling. 
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Mar  motes. 


By  the  Queen. 
A  Proclamation. 

ViCTOEIA  E. 

Whereas  by  "  The  Customs  and  Inland  Revenue  Act,  1879," 
Section  8,  certain  goods  may,  by  Proclamation  or  Order  in  Council, 
be  proliibited  either  to  be  exported  or  carried  coastwise :  And 
whereas  We,  by  and  with  the  advice  o£  Our  Privy  Council,  deem  it 
expedient  and  necessary  to  prohibit  the  goods  hereinafter  men- 
tioned to  be  exported  or  carried  coastwise ;  We,  by  and  with  the 
advice  aforesaid,  do  hereby  order  and  direct  that  from  and  after 
the  date  hereof,  the  following  goods,  being  articles  which  We  have 
judged  capable  of  being  converted  into  or  made  useful  in  increasing 
the  quantity  of  Military  Stores,  that  is  to  say  : — 

Picric  Acid  (Trinitro-phenol\ 
Trinitro-cresol, 
Carbolic  Acid  (Phenol), 
Cresylic  Acid  (Cresol), 

shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  prohibited  either  to  be  ex» 
ported  from  tlie  United  Kingdom  or  carried  coastwise. 

Given  at,  Our  Court  at  Osborne  House,  Isle  of  Wight,  this 
Eleventh  day  of  January,  in  the  Year  of  Our  Lord  One  thousand 
nine  hundred,  and  in  the  Sixty-third  Year  of  Our  Reign. 

God  Save  the  Queen. 


A  CUHIOSITY. — From  a  subscriber  in  Eloemfontcin,  O.F.S.. 
we  Lave  received  a  postcard  dated  October  12.  1899. 
It  travelled  by  way  of  Pretoria,  which  it  reached  un 
October  19,  and  was  delivered  to  us  on  January  17,  1900 

ME!<shs.  Fuhrst  Bkothers,  17  Pliilpot  Lane,  E.C  ,  inform 
us  that  they  have  ready  cinematograph-films,  taken  at 
Southampton  on  January  13,  of  the  departure  of  the  City  of 
London  Imperial  Volunteers. 

C.I.V.  Equipment. — In  lookintc  through  the  equipments 
of  the  City  of  London  Imperial  Volunteers  we  noticed  that 
each  man  was  provided  with  two  cakes  of  Pears'  soap  and  a 
tin  of  vaseline  dubbin.  The  dubbin  is  for  the  boots  and 
feet  and  for  greasing  tlie  metal  parts  of  the  rifles.  The  soap 
■was  presented  hy  Messrs.  A.  &  F.  Pears  (Limited),  and  the 
dubbin  by  the  Cliesebrough  Maiuifacturing  Company. 

Mii.  A.  F.  GURNEV,  chemist's  assistant,  whose  portrait  we 
give,  was  one  of  those  killed  in  the  desperate  attempt  to 

take  a  Boer  fortified 
pjosition  outside  Mafe- 
king.  Mr.  Gurney  was 
the  eldest  son  of  the 
Rev.  J.  L.  Gurney,  Vicar 
of  Bierton,  near  Ayles- 
bury, formerly  an  old 
Blue,  and  was  a  trooper 
in  the  Protectorate 
Regiment.  He  was  28 
years  old  this  month, 
and  had  been  three 
years  in  Cape  Town. 
In  the  sortie  in  which 
Mr.  Gurney  met  his 
death  a  small  body  of 
100  men  attempted  to 
take  a  strongly-fortified 
Boer  fort.  They  forced 
their  way  right  up  to 
the  ditcii  around  the 
fort,  but  were  unable  to 
take  it,  and,  after  losing  more  tlian  half  their  number,  they 
were  obliged  to  retire. 

Compounders  at  Sea.— La.><t  week  our  correspondent 
detailed  his  experiences  up  to  the  time  of  his  embarkation 
at  Southampton.  This  week  we  receive  a  further  com- 
munication from  Tenerift'e.  Taking  up  the  tale  he  says  : — At 
Southampton,  tea  and  pastry  were  supplied  through  the 
kindness  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Uaili/  J/«?7,  and  at  the 


quay  we  had  to  separate  our  ordinary  kit  from  our  sea  kit 
the  former  being  put  into  the  hold.  Our  helmets,  swords, 
and  valises  were  taken  into  a  store-room  full  of  racks. 
Before  leaving,  the  band  of  the  Lincolns  struck  up  the  usual 
patriotic  programme,  finishing  with  "  Auld  Lang  Syne  "  and 
"  God  Save  the  Queen."  We  got  a  magnificent  send-off. 
Our  mess-room,  which  is  also  our  sleeping-compartment,  has 
320  men  in  it,  divided  into  messes  of  fourteen  to  sixteen 
men.  About  3  feet  or  .so  from  the  roof  our  hammocks 
are  hung  very  close  together,  and  each  man  receives  two 
blankets.  Lights  out  at  8.30  P.M.  and  rise  at  6.30  a.m.  On 
crossing  the  Bay  of  Biscay  the  ship  pitched  a  little,  and  a 
great  number  on  board  (including  myself)  were  sick.  The 
medicine-chest  on  board  does  not  seem  to  be  over.stocked. 
There  is  neither  p)0tas.  perraang.  nor  ac.  boric.  Our  first 
place  of  call  is  Teneriffe,  after  leaving  which  the  doctors 
will  start  inoculating  us  for  enteric  fever.  This  inoculation 
is  voluntary,  but  all  the  four  dispensers  on  board  intend  to 
t)'y  it.  On  Sunday  there  was  a  magnificent  sunrise,  and  the 
liorpioises  bobbing  about  formed  a  great  source  of  amusement 
to  the  men  on  board.  In  tlie  afternoon  the  regimental  band 
of  the  Lincolns  discoursed  sacred  music.  There  was  no 
service  held  on  board  on  Sunday.  This  forenoon  (January 
7)  we  had  a  lecture  given  us  on  ambulance-work,  with  the 
Usual  practical  demonstrations.  The  dispensers  who  are  on 
board  are  quite  prepared  to  rough  it  with  any  of  the  privates 
though  it  is  a  little  more  than  they  bargained  for. 
We  have  not  had  any  dispensing  to  do  j'et,  but  expect  our 
duties  will  start  proper  when  the  inoculation  commences. 
The  jmssage  so  far  has  been  very  comfortable. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Hobson,  one  of  the  Volunteer-compounders,  has 
written  to  Mr.  A.  Harburn,  chemist.  Bishop  Auckland,  with 
whom  he  was  apprenticed,  in  regard  to  his  equipment.  He 
says  :— 

Each  dispenser,  when  fully  equipped,  has  quite  a  cartload  of 
stuff.  There  are  three  blue-serge  uniforms,  one  with  and  one 
without  red  braid,  besides  the  khaki  turnout,  one  forage-cajj,  pill- 
box-cap, and  the  khald  helmet.  We  have  to  carry  knapsacks, 
containing  shirts,  socks,  overcoat,  razor,  brushes,  knife  and  fork, 
comb,  spoon,  and  many  other  necessary  articles.  And  (would  you 
believe  it? I  we  each  carry  a  sword.  There  is  no  mistake  [con- 
cludes Mr.  Hobson]  that  when  fully  dressed  in  our  regimentals  we 
are  "  Soldiers  of  the  Queen." 


Notices  are  inserted  free  in  this  section  if  properly  authenticated. 


Mu.  A.  Uj.IVER.  cluMuist  and  druggist,  has  taken  over  the 
business  lately  carried  on  b}'  Mr.  W.  H.  Johnson  at  65 
Tatton  Street,  Salford. 

Mr.  Joseph  Roberts,  chemist  and  druggist,  Newcastle- 
on  Tyne,  has  purchased  the  business  of  the  late  Mr.  Robert 
Sheel,  Low  Fell,  Gateshead. 

Mr.  Thos.  Vickerman  (not  Wickerman,  as  stated  in  our 
issue  of  December  23,  1899,  i>age  1034)  has  taken  over  the 
business  of  Messrs.  J.  &  J.  Clemishaw,  of  Bury. 

Mr.  Edmund  H.  Hamilton,  chemist,  has  opened  a  new 
pharmacy  on  the  Queen's  Parade,  Hamlet  Court  Road, 
Westclift'-on-Sea,  a  new  suburb  of  Southend-on-Sea. 

Mr.  E.  Youldon,  36  Great  Garden  Street,  E.,  has  taken 
over  the  business  of  Messrs.  Ballard  &  Co.,  East  London 
Glass-works,  2  Minerva  Street,  Hackney  Road,  which  he  will 
carry  on  in  conjunction  with  his  present  business. 


Nature's  Message. — "  All  glorious  nature  glows  with  life 
and  bracing  are  the  breezes,  while  rocks  and  hills  their 
message  bear  of  cures  or  all  diseases.  Down  by  the  shore 
the  grim,  grey  cliffs  stand  firm  above  the  billow,  and  tell  a 
wondering  world  the  worth  of  '  Karma-Sarsajiarillo.'  Now 
Autumn  has  her  paint-box  out  and  daubs  the  billowy  hills, 
and  gorgeous  foliage  now  surrounds  the  words :  '  T'ake 
Pinkem's  Pills.'  The  orchards  stand  with  j'ellow  fruit 
beneath  high  heaven's  blue  vault,  and  laden  boughs  caress 
the  sign  :  '  Try  Seidlitz  Seltzer  Salt '  " — liostvn  Advertiser. 
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festivities. 


Aldeesgate  Cricketers'  Smoker. 

The  annual  smoking-concert  of  the  Aldersgate  Cricket 
Club  (Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson)  took  place  at  the 
Champion  Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.,  on  January  12,  Mr. 
E.  W.  Carter  in  the  chair.    There  was  a  large  and  enthusi- 
astic audience,   the   Chairman   being   supported   by  Mr. 
Mowbray  Trentham  Maw,  Mr.  T.  C.  W.  Martin,  and  others, 
while  Mr.  C.  \V.  Martin  occupied  the  vice-chair.    At  the 
commencement  of  the  proceedings  the  Chairman,  proposed 
the  toast  of  "  The  Queen,"  in  a  loyal  speech  which  tapped 
the  patriotic  feelings   of  the  audience.     The  entertain- 
ment was  of  a  high  character  tln-oughout.     Mr.  Arthur 
Wood,  a  very  line  tenor,  sang  "  The  Soldier's  Grave,"  and,  as 
an  encore,  the  new  ballad,  "Bring  them  Back  in  Triumph  | 
from  the  War."     Mr.  Felix  Hotchkiss  gave  "  The  Young  I 
Koyalist"  and  '-Who  Can-ies  the  Gun?"  and  collaborated 
with  Mr.  Wood  in  a  warlike  duet  called  "  The  Battle  Eve." 
Mr.  K.  Ballantyne,  one  of  the  firm's  emialoyfis  and  the 
possessor  of  a  fine  bass  voice,  contributed  "  The  Deathless 
Armj',"  and  a  selection  of  cornet-solos  was  given  by  Mr. 
George  Harlow.    The  humorous  element  was  in  the  capable 
hands  of  Mr.  Will  Webster  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Xoel,  who  told 
with  appropriate  solemnity  of  a  cricket-match  which  was 
jirolonged  to  an  indefinite  period.    The  accompaniments 
were  ably  played  by  Mr.  Arthur  Baker.    In  the  course  of 
the  evening  the  Vice-Chairman  proposed  "'J'he  Aldersgate 
Cricket  Club,"  congratulating  them  upon  their  successful 
record   during  the  year  and  hoping  for  greater  things 
to  come.      Mr.  Thomas  Masters,   replying,  alluded  first 
to  the  great  kindness  .shown  to  him  during  his  serious  illness 
of  the  jjast  year  by  the  members  of  the  firm.    ^Vith  regard 
to  the  Club,  1899,  he  said,  had  been  their  record  year.  T'hey 
liad  played  eighteen  matches  and  won  thirteen.    They  had 
made  1,874  runs,  and  had  won  the  cup  for  the  year,  and 
now  went  into  the  senior  division,  where  they  intended  to 
<lo  as  well  as  they  had  done  in  the  junior.    As  for  the  prize- 
winners, their  Cajrtain  (Mr.  Mowbray  Trentham  Maw)  had 
won  the  first  in  batting;  Mr.  Jones,  second.    In  bowling, 
the  Captain  again  came  first,  and  Mr.  Clegg  second.  The 
prize  for  scores  over  fifty  were  nine  in  number.    Of  these, 
Cajjtain  Maw  took  four ;  the  others  were  taken  by  Messrs. 
Jones,  Heritage,  Lawrence,  and  Clegg.    Out  of  the  six  prizes 
won  by  the  Captain,  he  could  only  be  ])revailed  uihui  to 
accept  one,  which  was  for  a  score  of  71.     Mr.  ^Masters 
then  spoke  of  their  indebtedness  to  Mr.  M.  T.  Maw,  who  was  1 
not  Old}'  prcst^nt  on  match-days,  but  also  on  practice-nights,  [ 
and  through  whose  good  offices  the  Club  held  such  a  high  | 
position.    He  next  alluded  to  the  handsome  way  in  which  i 
the  firm  supported  the  Club.    The  annual  vi.sit  to  Nutfield 
was  always  appreciated  by  them,  and  Mr.  Maw,  sen.,  had 
this  year  placed  them  under  greater  obligation  than  ever  by 
cheerfully  paying  an  extra  5/.  a  year  rental  which  was 
demanded   for   the   practice-ground.     Mr.    Masters  also 
specially  ref(nred  to  tlic  annual  prize  which  Mr.  A.  Walsh 
(Eschmann  Brothers  &  Walsli)  had  contributed  to  the  Club 
for  the  last  ten  years,  and  which  he  was  glad  to  think  he 
would  give  for  at  least  another  ten.    The  prizes  were  then 
presented  by  the  Cliairnian,  after  which  he  propo.sed  "  The 
Pr(^sident  and  Vicol'resident  of   the   Aldersgate  Cricket 
Club"  (including  Mr.  Cluirles  Trentham  Maw,  Mr.  Mowbray 
Maw,  and  J)r.  Maw).    It  is  ;djout  fifteen  years  ago,  he  said, 
since  Mr.  Charles  'Trentham  Maw  joined  the  forces.  Since 
tlien  there  have  been  many  recruits ;   but  veterans  and 
recruits  alike  wcie  delighted  to  sec  liim  treading  so  success- 
fully ill  the  foot.steps  of  his  honoured  father.    Ho  was  keen 
and  alert  in  business,  but  kind  and  courteous  to  all.  Mr. 
Mowbray  Trentham  Maw,  in  reply,  said  it  was  the  greatest 
pleasiin?  of  his  life  t(j  ]jlay  cricket  with  tlie  Club.  With 
regard  to  his  father's  supp(;rt  of  the  Club  and  th(!  raised 
rent,  hi;  liai)|)eiied  lo  be  with  him  at  Eastbourne  when  the  news 
came.  What  he  .said  then  reminded  him  of  the  .story  about  tlu; 
little  boy  who  ate  a  rather  unwholcsomi!  pudding  and  wanted 
a  second  lielj)ing.    His  mother  told  him  that  if  he  took  any 
more  he  would  have  to  take  jiills.     Hi;  considered  for  a 
moment.  :iiid  tlii'ii  lie  said:  "Well,  inoth(M-,  I  tliink  it's 
worth  it."    Iij  ihe  same  manner  Mr.  Alaw  thought  the  ad- 
vantag<;s  to  tin-  menilicrs  of  the  firm  wcic  (luite  wortli  the 


extra  expense.  A  bottle  of  champagne  was  then  emptied 
into  the  cup,  and  (at  Captain  Maw's  suggestion)  the  whole 
of  the  members  of  the  Club  present  repaired  to  the  platform 
and  "  chri.steneil  the  cup." 

Arbroath  Assistants  Joyful. 

The  annual  supjjcr  of  the  Ai'broath  Chemists'  Assistants' 
and  Apprentices'  Association  was  held  in  the  White  Hart 
Hall  on  January  9,  Mr.  F.  W.  M.  Bennet  (President)  in  the 
chair.  After  supper  "  The  Queen  and  Royal  Family,"  "  The 
Army  and  Navy,"  and  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  ''  were 
toasted,  Mr.  Naysmith  replying  for  the  latter.  Mr.  James 
Kuxton  gave  "The  Medical  Profession,"  and  Dr.  W.  Dewar 
replied.  "  The  Association  "  was  given  by  Dr.  Gilruth,  and 
replied  to  by  the  Chairman.  'The  remainder  of  the  evening 
was  pleasantly  spent  with  songs,  recitations,  and  pianoforte 
selections. 

Chemists'  Assistants"  Asscjciatiox. 

A  quiet  little  social  and  musical  evening  was  spent  at  the 
rooms  of  the  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  on  Thursday, 
January  11.  The  attendance  was  comparatively  small,  and 
one  cannot  help  speculatuig  as  to  the  reasons  why  this 
sociel}-  should  not  be  better  supported  even  on  its  fe.stive 
evenings.  The  proceedings  were  enjoyable  and  informal. 
Mr.  Blisson  (an  old  favourite)  contributed  the  "  King's 
Own,"  and,  in  lighter  vein,  "Oh,  Lucky  Jim."  "The 
Plumber  "  following  as  an  encore.  Mr.  Marcus,  in  fine  voice, 
contributed  " 'Tommy  Atkins  "  and  "  A  Jovial  Monk  "("La 
Poupie").  Mr.  Latreille,  the  genial  Secretary,  sang  "The 
Soldier's  Song  "  excellently,  and,  responding  to  the  general 
wish  for  more,  gave  "  Mantlalay."  Mr.  Morley  Taylor  made 
a  decided  hit  with  Bret  Harte's  "  Dow's  Flat,"  and  a  second 
characteristic  little  piece  which  remained  unnamed.  Mr. 
Strother  also  induced  the  company  to  join  him  in  chorussiiig 
a  little  ditty  of  Bristol  City,  the  title  of  which  he  did  not 
know.  Mr.  Ellis  presided  at  the  piano,  and  he  and  Mr.  Blinn 
gave  an  efi'eclive  rendering  of  "Excelsior"  towards  the  end 
of  the  evening. 

Fyj.ue  Chemlsts  Dike  and  Co.mbixe. 

Business  and  pleasure  were  united  in  an  eminently  suc- 
cessful manner  on  January  10  at  a  dinner  held  at  the 
Palatine  Hotel,  Blackpool,  by  the  chemists  of  Blackpool  and 
district.  'The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  'T.  Carter,  and 
Councillor  J.  Laurie  was  in  the  vice-chair.  After  the  usual 
loyal  toasts  had  been  disposed  of,  "  The  Pharmaceutical 
Society  "  was  proposed  by  the  Vice-Chairman,  who  spoke  of 
the  necessity  for  an  association  of  chemists  for  the  Fylde. 
Nothing  could  be  done,  he  said,  without  union,  and  if  they 
wanted  anything  from  Parliament  they  must  combine. 
'There  would  be  dilliculty  in  preventing  limited-liability 
companies  carrying  on  the  business  of  chemists  and  drug- 
gists, but  he  thought  they  ought  only  to  be  allowed  to  do  so 
if  the  name  and  qualification  of  the  person  responsible  were 
on  the  label.  With  regard  to  the  formation  of  an  associa- 
tion, he  advised  that  it  should  be  done  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Blackpool  'Tradesmen's  Association.  Local  chemists 
had  taken  an  im]:)ortant  part  in  the  inception  and  support 
of  the  latter,  and  there  were  four  local  chemi.sts  already  on 
its  Executive  Council. 

Jlr.  'Taylor  (St.  Anne"s),  supiiorting  the  toast,  said  his 
exjjerience  was  that  in  many  cases  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  had  no  means  of  knowing  what  the  trade  wanted. 
He  .strongly  supported  the  formation  of  an  association  for  the 
di.strict,  so  that  the  collective  oiiinion  on  vital  questions  might 
be  known .  Comi)any-trading  was  the  (juestioii  of  the  hour,  and 
the  po.sition  of  the  chemist  was  a  very  ])cculiar  one.  He  was  a 
professional  man.  and  the  titles  Ph.C.  and  M.P.S.  were  as 
much  d(;grees  as  M.D.  No  company  could  be  an  M.A.  or  Mus. 
Doc,  therefore  no  company  could  be  a  chemist  and 
druggist.  Jiut  a  chemi.st  was  also  a  tra.desman.  and  as 
tradesmen  must  meet  conqietition,  and  if  their  predece.s.sors 
had  only  taken  the  necessary  steps  thirty  years  ago  the  trade 
would  not  have  been  in  (lu;  position  it  is  to-day.  He  believed 
advancement  must  be  made  in  a  i)ersoiial  direction.  'They 
should  start  with  (he  ajiprentice  and  the  Preliminary 
examination.  There  should  be  an  entrance-fee  to  raise  the 
.social  .standard  of  the  candidate,  as  is  done  in  other  ])rofes- 
sioiis,  and  they  should  be  nion;  particular  as  to  the  stani])  of 
young  men  (luy  admitted  as  apprentices. 
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Mr.  W.  C.  KicliardsDii  coii.-!^i(lci'0(l  that  the  facilities  for  a 
high-cla;^s  technical  training'  for  the  youths  committed  to 
their  charge  were  not  what  they  might  be.  The  Technical 
Instruction  Connuittee  provided  classes  in  pure  science,  but 
classes  in  piharmacy  were  awanting,  and  he  thought  an 
associatiiin  would  provide  the  ncccs>ary  machinery. 

Mr.  Ashton,  Mr.  Buckley,  an<l  >e\cral  others  expressed 
views  in  fa\our  of  the  association  idea,  and  a  resolution 
was  unanimously  adopted  that  stejis  be  taken  to  form  such 
an  association  ;  Mr.  C'.  II.  Turver  being  appninted  hon. 
secretary  ^/ry  tcni . 

Mr.  C.  H.  Tur\fr  (Local  Secretary)  replied  on  behalf  of  the 
Society.  Black] m ml,  he  said,  stood  very  well  in  reference  to 
the  P.A.T.;\.,  nearly  all  the  members  of  the  craft  in  the  town 
being  sidi-i-rilii'r>.  and  he  hoiied  to  have  every  chemist  in 
the  district  assnciated  with  it  liefore  lung.  An  association 
such  as  they  had  resolved  upon  was  a  xhir  qua  iiaii.  ;is  it  had 
been  a  reflection  on  the  intelligence  of  leeal  chemi>ts  that 
they  were  niit  a  more  closely  united  bo<ly. 

BiiADl'OliD  i\IVSIrAJ.. 

On  January  16,  I\Ir.  Hanson  and  a  party  of  friends  of  the 
Bradford  and  District  Chemists'  Association  gave  a  musical 
evening  in  the  County  Restaurant.  There  was  a  fair  attend- 
ance, and  a  very  enjnyable  time  was  spent. 

Tin;  CuK.MisTs'  Bai.l. 

The  thirly-fourth  annual  chemi.sts'  ball  came  rrft'  at  the 
Portman  Rooms,  W.  on  Wednesday,  Jaiuiar^- 17.  If  not  fully  up 
to  the  average  in  immt  of  numbers,  the  dancers  present 
amply  occupied  the  larger  Portman  Eoom,  and  left  little  to 
be  desired  in  the  matter  of  assiduity.  At  the  supper,  which 
is  an  integral — indeed,  an  indispensable — part  of  the  enter- 
tainnjent,  Mr.  "\V.  Martindale,  who  presided,  in  .stentorian 
tones  proposed  the  success  of  "The  Chemists"  Ball,"  and 
"  The  Ladies,"'  a  toast  which  was  enthusiastically  received. 
It  was  resixmded  to  by  Mr.  "W.  Warren,  the  Secretary,  long 
since  known  in  pharmaceutical  circles  as  "the  confirmed 
bachelor."  In  a  humorous  speech,  Mr.  Warren  pointed  out 
that  his  celibacy  had  been  tacitly  condoned  by  the  ladies, 
who  had  not  formulated  any  objection  to  his  once  again 
replying  on  their  behalf.  Alluding  to  the  remarks  made  by 
a  lady  gue^t,  that  chemists  usually  look  sad,  he  remarked 
that  if  clK  inists  had  not  this  annual  •' refreshment "' to  look 
forward  to  the  sadness  would  certainly  be  accentuated.  He 
concluded  by  observing  that  in  the  century  'to  come  ladies 
would  have  the  privilege  of  speaking  for  themselves,  but  he 
could  defy  them  to  find  a  more  ardent  admirer  and  defender 
of  the  sex  than  he.  The  company  then  returned  with 
renewed  zest  to  the  giddy  floor,  where,  as  far  as  one  could 
judge,  they  deri\ed  unlimited  satisfaction  until  the  band, 
with  Dan  Godfrey,  jun.,  at  their  head,  droj^ped  with  fatigue. 
The  invaluable  services  rendered  by  Mr.  Warren,  as  Secre- 
tary, were  generally  acknowledged,  and  the  hope  was  ex- 
pressed that  he  would  continue  to  exert  his  organising 
powers  in  this  direction. 


Duty  on  Quicksilver  in  Italy. — There  are  several  quick- 
silver-mines in  Tuscany,  and  two  in  L'|iper  Italy,  but  these 
latter  have  not  been  worked  for  some  years.  Perhaps  the 
present  high  prices  will  ensure  their  renewed  activity. 
There  is  an  import-duty  of  lOf.  on  quicksilver,  which  "is 
really  a  royalty  to  the  three  mine-owners,  and  cripples  the 
development  of  the  trade  in  Italy.  In  order  to  incite  a 
spirit  of  enterprise,  the  State  Director,  on  the  conclusion  of 
the  last  commercial  treaties,  placed  higher  import-duties  on 
quicksilver  and  its  combinations — 30f.  on  that  used  for  manu- 
facturing-purposes, 80f.  on  cinnabar,  lOOf.  on  mercurial 
preparations.  By  these  means  the  State  Directors  brought 
about  the  desired  result  to  some  extent.  Subsequently 
small  undertakings  sprang  into  life  near  Genoa  for  the  pro- 
duction of  mercurial  preparations  mixed  with  colours,  for 
painting  ships-bottoms  to  prevent  the  attachment  of  shell- 
fish. One  of  these  factories  is  still  working.  The  Holzapfel 
Factory  have  also  works  in  this  neighbourhood.  Mercurial 
preparations  are  produced  in  large  quantities  at  factories  in 
Milan  and  Florence,  one  of  which  also  manufactm-es 
cinnabar. 


Xecjal  1Rcport6. 


Pharmacy  Act. 

The  Liability  of  Agents  for  Poisons. 

Before  Mr.  Justice  Grantham  and  Jfr.  Justice  Channell, 
sitting  as  a  Divisional  Court  in  the  Queen's  Bench  Division, 
on  Tuesday,  January  16,  the  case  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  r.  White,  was  heard.  This  was  an  appeal  from  a 
decision  of  the  County  Court  Judge  at  Worcester  in  an 
action  brought  to  recover  a  penalty  under  Section  15  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

Mr.  Crum]j,  Q.C.  (for  the  jjlaintiif  Society),  stated  that  the 
County  Court  Judge  held  that  defendant  was  not  guilty  of 
keeping  open  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons,  and  decided  in 
his  favour.  The  respondent  White  was  a  florist  carrying  on 
business  at  Worcester,  and  sold  a  weed-killer  containing 
arsenic,  which  was  one  of  the  poisons  mentioned  in  the 
schedule  to  the  Pharmacy  Act.  Mr.  White  admitted  that 
he  sold  the  weed-killer,  but  .submitted  that  he  was  simply 
acting  as  agent  to  the  Boundary  Chemical  Company,  of 
Liverpool.  He  took  orders  for  the  weed-killer,  sold  in 
gallons  at  6^'.  Qd.  p)er  gallim  and  in  tins  at  Ig.  6d.  each. 
He  received  the  money,  and  gave  receipts  on  billheads  upon 
which  appeared  the  name  of  the  chemical  company  at 
Liverpool.  He  did  not  keep  the  poison  in  stock.  He  sent 
the  order  to  the  Liverpool  company  to  execute,  and  they 
delivered  the  weed-killer  to  the  person  who  purchased  it 
from  Mr.  White,  who  received  25  per  cent,  of  the  price 
as  commission.  The  County  Court  Judge  endeavoured  to 
find  on  a  fact  what  was  a  matter  of  law  as  to  the  relation- 
ship of  Mr.  White  to  the  Boundary  Chemical  Company,  and 
founil  that  Mr.  White  was  not  the  seller,  but  an  agent  of 
the  company.  Consequently  he  was  not  the  person  within 
the  section  at  all.  Counsel  contended  that  White  was  as 
plainly  as  possible  the  seller  of  this  poison.  The  object  of 
the  Act  was  the  p)rotection  of  the  public.  Questions  had 
been  raised  as  to  whether  a  limited  company  was  within 
the  section,  and  the  House  of  Lords  had  decided  that  it  was 
not.  So  that  if  the  person  who  kept  the  shop,  and  took 
orders  and  caused  the  poison  to  be  delivered,  was  not  the 
seller  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act,  the  public  were  without 
any  l  emedy. 

iVIr.  Justice  Grantham  :  It  is  not  the  first  time  that  an  Act 
of  Parliament  has  failed  to  carry  out  its  objects.  This  man 
is  not  the  seller.    He  is  an  agent  acting  for  the  seller. 

Mr.  Crump  submitted  that  he  kept  a  shop  for  the  purpose 
of  retailing  the  weed-killer. 

Mr.  Justice  Grantluuu  :  No,  he  does  not.  He  keeps  a  shop 
for  selling  flowers. 

Mr.  Crump  said  he  kept  a  shop,  and  chose  to  import  into 
his  business  the  business  of  selling  poison.  The  Boundary 
Company  did  nothing  but  send  out  goods  on  order.  They 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  sale.  The  "  unqualified  "  person 
not  registered  under  the  Act,  who  conducted  the  sale  of 
poison  in  his  shop  was  liable,  though  he  had  no  p)oisou 
at  the  time  on  his  premises.    He  made  the  contract  to  sell. 

Without  calling  on  the  oi^posing  counsel  the  Court  upheld 
the  decision  of  the  County  Court  Judge.  Mr.  Justice 
Grantham  said  he  had  no  doubt  the  Judge  was  right.  The 
defendant,  knowing  what  was  useful  for  killing  weeds,  advised 
people  where  to  get  it.  He  arranged  with  the  peoj^le  who 
were  the  sellers.  He  was  provided  with  billheads  of  the 
Liverjiool  firm,  who  gave  receipts  of  money  paid  to  him  on 
their  account,  and  he  was  entitled  to  a  certain  commission. 
He  was  not  the  person  conducting  the  sale.  He  was  simply 
introducing  one  person  to  another. 

Mr.  Justice  Channell  concurred,  and  the  appeal  was  dis- 
missed with  costs.    Leave  was  given  to  appeal. 

Sale  of  L.\udanum  by  L'nqualified  Assistants. 
The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  were  the 
plaintiffs  in  two  cases  under  the  Pharmacy  Act  which  came 
before  Judge  Whitthorne  at  Birmingham  County  Court  on 
Monday,  January  15.  In  the  first  they  sought  to  recover  a 
penalty  of  5/.  from  Ernest  Freeman,  a  chemist's  assistant, 
of  High  Street,  King's  Heath.  Mr.  Arthur  Smith,  solicitor, 
who  appeared  for  the  Society,  stated  that  on  September  29, 
18£9,  a  Mrs.  I'aii;ter,  wife"  of  a  foimer  detective  of  the 
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Birmiiigliaiu  police  force,  visited  the  shop  at  King's  Heath, 
acting  under  the  directions  of  the  Society,  and  purchased 
from  defendant  twopennyworth  of  laudanum.  Mr.  E.  J. 
Eastes,  F.I.C.,  to  whom  the  bottle  and  contents  were  handed 
for  analysis,  found  that  it  contained  3  fl.  dr.  of  laudanum. 

Mr.  Cochrane,  solicitor,  appeared  on  behalf  of  tlie 
defendant,  and  of  his  father  and  brother,  both  of  whom 
were  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  properly- 
registered  chemists.  They  complained  that  the  Society, 
instead  of  prosecuting  people  who  were  opposed  to  its 
interests,  adopted  a  system  of  '■  sniping."  They  picked  out 
cases  where  possibly  a  slip  had  been  made,  but  which  were 
not  aimed  at  for  a  moment  by  the  Act  of  Parliament.  The 
proprietor  of  the  shop  (Mr.  John  Freeman)  was  a  registered 
chemist,  so  was  also  his  son  'William,  his  assistant  at  tins 
and  other  shops.  I'he  defendant  (Ernest  Freeman)  was 
unregistered.  The  largest  part  of  the  business  at  the  shop  I 
was  the  sale  of  drugs  not  included  in  the  Act  ;  the  sale  of 
poisons  was  a  very  small  piart  of  the  trade,  and  it  was 
obviously  impossible  in  a  shop  like  that  to  keep  a  properly- 
qualified  chemist  behind  the  counter  every  minute  of  the 
time  the  sho])  was  open.  The  present  defendant  had  been 
strictly  forbidden  to  sell  poisons.  Mr.  Cochrane  also  com- 
plained that  his  client  had  been  brought  into  court  three 
months  after  the  event.  They  got  no  intimation  that  an}'- 
thing  was  wrong  until  November  9,  and  he  complained  that 
this  .was  not  a  fair  way  for  a  Society  entrusted  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  an  Act  of  Parliament  to  conduct  its  business. 

Ernest  Freeman,  the  defendant,  was  then  called,  and 
declared  that  lie  was  not  at  tlie  King's  Heath  shop  on 
September  29,  neither  had  he  ever  seen  the  witness  Painter. 
In  cross-exauiination  he  admitted  that  he  had  twice  failed 
to  pass  the  Preliminary  examination.  His  brotlier,  William 
Freeman,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
declared,  on  the  other  hand,  that  he  was  at  the  shop  the 
whole  of  the  day  on  September  29. 

The  question  thereupon  resolved  itself  into  one  of  identity, 
and  the  Judge  said  lie  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
Society,  which  had  acted  simply  in  its  public  capacity,  had 
not  proved  its  case.  He  therefore  gave  judgment  for  tiie 
defendant,  but  without  costs. 

In  the  second  case  the  defendant  was  Charles  Mottram, 
and  the  ground  of  claim  was  tluit  he,  being  an  unregi.stered 
chemist,  sold  a  quantity  of  laudanum  in  a  shop  at  Six  Ways 
lielonging  to  Mr.  Freeman.  The  defendant,  Mr.  Cochrane 
pointed  out,  was  an  infant,  and  under  the  County  Court 
liules  a  solicitor  could  not  act  for  hira  without  the  in- 
structions of  a  guardian.  'J'o  meet  the  difliculty  the  Judge 
appointed  the  Kegistrar  as  guardian.  No  evidence  was  ' 
fortlicoming  for  the  defence,  and  a  question  arose  as  to  | 
whether  the  Society  should  liave  their  costs.  Mr.  Smitli, 
while  pressing  for  co.sts,  undertook  that  any  order  would  not 
be  unduly  enforced.  His  Honour  accordingly  granted  costs, 
laughingly  observing  that  he  would  record,  for  tlie  Kegistrar's 
safety,  that  tiie  plaintifl's'  solicitor  undertook  not  to  enforce 
the  order  against  the  guardian. 

High  Court  Cases. 

ARTU-'ICI.M.  Ml'SK. 

I\   the   Conijianies  Winding-up   Court   of  the  Chancery  | 
Division   of  the  High  Court  on  January  11,  before  Mr.  ' 
Justice  Wright,  the  petition  of  Mr.  A.  Addi.son  for  the 
comjiulsory  winding-up  of  the   Anglo-Colonial  Chemical 
Comjiany  came  on   for   hearing.    Mr.   Peterson,  for  the 
])etitioner,  said  that  the  only  way  of  g(;tting  at  the  vendors 
of  the  patents  was  to  have  a  winding-up  order,  so  as  to 
comp(d  tiicm  to  disgorge  the  profits  which  they  liad  received. 
They  had  sold  something  wliich  was  useless,  and  he  asked 
that  the  company  should  be  wound  u[)  in  order  that  the 
sliareholdcrs  should  l)e  alile  to  maintain  their  rights.    The  ' 
vendors  had  received  140,000/.  for  worthless  jiatents.  He 
read  liis  adidavits. 

Mr.  H.  Keed,  Q.C.,  argiu'd  that  the  company  could  still  1h' 
carried  on  with  success. 

His  liordshi])  .said  the  conqjany  was  formed  to  obtain 
])rofit  by  the  numufacture  of  artificial  mvisk,  and  on  the 
facts  before-  liini  he  was  not  able  to  say  that  it  was  not 
going  on  on  the  same  lines  as  were  set  out  in  tlu"  pros])ectus. 
Tlic  time  might  conu;  wlien  tin;  jjroce.sses  might  b<!  found 
workable,  or  their  contracts  might  be  prolonged,  or  other 


contracts  might  come  into  existence  which  might  enable 
the  company  to  secure  profit  from  the  artificial  processes. 
He  could  not  see  tliat  the  substratum  of  the  couqiany  had 
gone,  and  he  dismissed  the  petition,  witli  cots. 

FR08T  r.  YAN  OpPEX. 

This  case  was  heard  by  Mr.  Justice  Lawranee  in  tlie  Queen's 
Bench  Division  on  January  13.  It  was  a  claim  for  a  balance 
of  G^l.  5s.,  due  from  the  defendants  (who  were  agents  for 
perfumery)  to  the  plaintiff.  J.  C.  Frost,  the  lessee  of 
premises  at  18  and  20  Cheajiside.  Jlr.  Wildey  Wright,  for 
plaintiff,  .-^aid  defendants  took  an  ofKce  in  the  building  iu 
February,  1897,  for  three  months,  b\it  agi'eed  afterwards  to  an 
annual  tenancy.  Mr.  Yelverton,  for  the  defendants,  denied 
the  extension  of  time.  Mr.  Claude  \  an  Oppen  was  authorised 
to  take  the  oftice  for  three  months.  After  that  Mv.  Claude 
van  Oppen  made  use  of  the  ofhce  and  carried  on  an  agency 
on  his  own  account  witliout  the  knowledge  of  the  partners. 
His  Lordship  said  he  did  not  believe  the  story  of  the  defend- 
ants nor  of  their  agent,  and  gave  judgment  for  the  full 
amount. 

Saccharix. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice  on 
Tuesda}'  (January,  16),  Mr.  Justice  Cozens-Hardy  had  before 
him  an  action  brought  by  the  Saccharin  Corporation 
(Limited)  against  Bratby  &  Hincbcliffe  (Limited),  and  Mr 
Bratby,  of  Ashfield-in-Hale,  Howden,  Cheshire.  The  action 
had  reference  to  the  importation  of  saccharin  into  the 
United  Kingdom.  Mr.  J.  C.  Graham,  for  the  plaintiffs,  in- 
formed his  Lordship  that  tlie  defendants  consented  to 
judgment  being  entered  for  the  plaintiffs  on  terms  which  had 
been  agreed  upon.  Lord  Robert  Cecil,  for  the  defendants, 
assented,  and  his  Lordship  gave  judgment  for  the  plaintiffs 
accordingly. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

CAMPIlUlfATHU  Oil,. 

At  Caerieon  on  January  11,  G.  F.  'J'horne,  grocer,  New  port- 
on-Usk,  was  summoned  for  having  sold  canq)liorated  oil  which 
was  alleged  to  be  deficient  in  camplior.  The  case  was  heard 
at  Cwmbran  some  time  ago,  and  jiidgnu'nt  was  reser\  ed  to 
give  tlie  Court  an  opportunity  of  considering  their  decision, 
it  liaving  been  alleged  that  the  certificate  did  not  give  the 
necessary  particulars  iu  accordance  with  the  Act.  It  was 
now  stated  that  tlie  Bench  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  prosecution  had  failed  to  make  out  their  case,  and  they 
ordered  the  prosecutors  to  ]iay  4*-.  6d.,  the  Court  costs,  and  two 
guineas  towards  the  solicitor's  fees.  They  were  prepared  to 
.state  a  case  for  the  opinion  of  a  higher  Court  in  the  event  of 
an  appeal  being  lodged. 

Sweet  Spirit  ov  NitrI';. 

jMr.  Wir.l.iA>[  Swift,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  33  Chats- 
worth  Road,  Hackney,  was  on  January  12  summoned  before 
Mr.  D'Eyncourt,  at  North  London  Police  Court,  for  selling- 
sweet  spirit  of  nitre  deficient  to  the  extent  of  33  per  cent, 
of  ethyl  nitrite.  The  inspector  who  gave  evidence  of  pur- 
chase said  the  sample  was  in  his  possession  about  eighteen 
hours  before  going  to  the  analyst.  The  bottles  into  which 
the  .samples  were  divided  were  large,  but  were  fitted  with 
fairly  good  corks.  Mr.  liCo.  Taylor,  public  analyst,  said 
there  would  be  practically  no  alteration  in  the  sweet  .spirit 
of  nitre  in  that  size  bottle  in  the  few  hours  that  intervened 
between  the  purchase  antl  the  analysis.  It  was  well  corked. 
The  spirit  was  exceedingly  volatile,  and  would  evajiorate 
more  quickly  from  a  large  bottle.  On  the  .same  day  that  he 
received  the  sample  he  bought  another  sampile  to  test  the 
evaporation.  He  analysed  both  samples  at  the  same  time, 
and  again  the  next  day,  and  there  was  barely  1  per  cent, 
deficiency  in  tlu^  active  principle. 

Defendant  said  he  objected  to  the  size  of  the  bottles  in - 
which  the  insix'ctor  put  the  jaarts,  because  they  were  .so 
large.  He  always  bought  best-quality  sweet  spirit  of  nitre, 
and  only  in  10-oz.  bottles.  He  thought  there  was  only  a 
difference  of  3  per  cent,  between  his  sample  and  the  B.P. 
requirements,  due  to  evaporation  between  the  taking  of  the 
sample  and  the  analysis.  He  called  the  Magistrate's  atten- 
tion to  the  loos(^  manner  in  which  the  bottles  had  been 
corked,  but  Mr.  D'Eyncourt.  thought  they  were  very  good 
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corks.  Defendant  pointed  out  that  the  cork  was  saturated 
with  tlie  spirit,  and  in  that  state,  he  said,  the  contents  of  the 
bottle  would  be  useless  for  an  independent  analysis.  How- 
ever, he  did  not  dispute  the  analysis,  and  the  Magistrate 
thought  it  would  certainly  be  desirable  in  such  cases  to  have 
the  bottle  of  a  size  to  prevent  undue  evaporation.  The 
inspector  ought  to  jirovide  himself  with  more  suitable 
bottles.  [The  bottles  used  would  hold  about  six  times  as 
much  as  was  in  them.] 

Mr.  Ward,  manufacturing  chemist,  of  AVhitecross  Street, 
said  he  sold  the  sweet  nitre  to  defendant,  and  it  invariably 
went  out  of  full  strength  and  with  an  allowance  of  i  per 
cent,  for  evaporation.  He  could  not  account  for  this  being 
33  per  cent,  below  the  minimum,  excejit  that  the  sample- 
bottle  was  not  a  fair  one. 

Mr.  U'Eyncourt  said  he  realised  that  it  was  an  exceedingly 
difficult  thing  to  serve  this  article  in  perfect  condition,  and 
in  this  case  the  defendant  acted  perfectly  hond-fidc  in 
getting  good  stuff  ;  but  he  did  not  take  the  proper  precau- 
tions to  cope  with  the  volatile  spirit.  The  only  method  that 
suggest(!<l  itself  to  his  (the  Magistrate's)  mind  was  to  cm - 
ploy  smaller  bottles.  A  ]ienaltv  was  imposed  of  20,s-.  and 
12.S'"  6^/.  costs. 

BoRACic  Acid  in  Milk. 

Mr.  Lank,  Q.C,  the  Magistrate  at  the  youth-Western 
Metro|)olitan  Police  Court  on  January  12,  in  pursuance  to  a 
■mandamus  granted  by  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  renewed 
the  hearing  of  a  summons  against  a  milk-seller  who  sold 
milk  which  contained  boracic  acid.  At  the  previous  hearing- 
Mr.  Lane  declined  to  give  a  decision,  for  the  reason  that 
eminent  scientists  were  divided  in  the  opinion  as  to  whether 
or  not  boracic  acid  was  an  ingredient  injurious  to  the  purity 
of  milk.  Now,  after  a  legal  argument,  Mr.  Lane  thought 
the  evidence;  was  too  slight  and  indecisive  to  allow  him 
to  convict  the  defc^ndant,  but  as  he  had  been  required  to 
give  a  det-ision  lie  dismissed  the  summons  without  costs. 

LiMK-WATER. 

At  Stratford  Police  Court  on  January  6,  Henry  W.  Denny, 
described  as  a  chemist,  but  not  on  the  register  of  chemists 
and  druggists  for  1899,  was  charged  with  selling  limewater 
deficient  in  lime.  The  public  analyst's  certificate  .stated 
that 

On  eviiporation  and  iynition  the  sauii)le  contained  0'034  gr.  of 
inorganic  residue  pei-  fl.  o/..,  comj)osed  of  clilorides,  sulphates,  and 
carbonates.  According  to  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  genuine 
limewater  should  contain  about  h  gr.  of  hydrate  of  lime  per  tl.  oz. 

Defendant  pleaded  guilty,  and  was  fined  l.s.  and  Idx.  6d. 
costs. 


County  Court  Case. 

A  BU.SI.\ESS-]'L'RCilA«E. 

At  Marylebone  County  Court  on  Jan\iary  15,  John  Llewellyn 
Kowland,  chemist  and  druggist,  17  Svissex  Place,  Queen's 
Gate,  W.,  sought  to  recover  48/.  15.*.  Id.  from  Ai-thur  John 
Sarson,  chemist  and  druggist,  33  High  Road,  Willesden 
Green,  N.W.,  an  amount  stated  by  liim  to  be  due  under  an 
agreement  by  which  plaintiff  sold  to  the  defendant  a  busi- 
ness at  9  Station  Koad,  Willesden  Green.  Defendant 
counterclaimed  49Z.  19«.,  for  return  of  money  stated  to  have 
been  overpaid  by  him  owing  to  misrepresentations  as  to 
plaintiff's  book-debts.  Defendant  admitted  the  amount  of 
the  claim,  and  said  that  an  agreement  was  entered  into  by 
which  the  defendant  purchased  the  goodwill,  stock-in- 
trade,  fin-niture,  fittings,  &.C.,  together  with  book-debts  of 
the  business,  for  900/.  There  was  no  dispute  about  anything 
but  the  book-debts,  which  were  stated  by  a  Mr.  Green  who 
transacted  the  sale  to  amount  to  170/.  or  180/.  Prior  to 
purchase  defendant  had  asked  to  see  plaiutiif's  books,  but 
owing  to  their  not  being  made  up  it  was  impossible  to 
ascertain  the  amount  of  the  debts.  Upon  taking  over  the 
business  and  examining  the  books  defendant  found  that  the 
debts  only  amounted  to  108/.  13,<.  8^/.,  which  amount  was, 
however,  subsequently  reduced  by  16/.  2*".  8d.,  made  up  by 
some  forty  small  accounts  said  to  have  been  paid  to  the 
plaintiff  either  in  cash  or  by  contra-accounts.  Defendant 
in  his  evidence  said  emphatically  that  Mr.  Green  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  iilaintiff  represented  the  book-debts  at  170/.  or 


180/.,  Mr.  Kowland  making  no  remark  on  the  point.  His 
statements  were  backed  up  by  the  landlord  of  the  premises 
and  defendant's  solicitor,  who  were  present  at  the  sale.  Mr. 
William  N.  Green,  accountant,  Walbrook,  E.C.,  in  support 
of  the  plaintiff's  case,  said  he  had  no  interest  in  the  matter 
and  insisted  that  he  made  no  definite  representation  of  the 
amount  of  the  book-debts.  He  explained  to  the  defendant 
that  the  books  had  not  been  well  kept,  but  as  far  as  he 
could  ascertain  tlie  ;iccounts  sent  out  amounted  to  181/. 
This  evidence  was  corroborated  by  plaintiff's  solicitor,  but 
the  jury  found  that  there  had  been  reckless  misrepresenta- 
tion by  Green  ;  that  the  defendant  bought  the  book-debts 
relying  uj^on  Green's  representations,  and  they  assessed  the 
damages  in  favour  of  defendant  at  33/.  16**.  4f/.  Judgment 
was  therefore  given  for  the  plaintiff  on  his  claim,  with  costs, 
and  for  defendant  on  the  counter-claim,  also  with  costs. 


BanUruptcics  an^  failures. 


lie  Ej)W.\ku  He.niiv  Colk,  171  North  Street,  Leeds,  Chemist  and 
Druggist. 

A  itECEivjXd-ORDER  I'elating  to  the  affairs  of  this  debtor  was 
made  (on  the  debtor's  own  petition)  on  January  10,  at  the  Leeds 
County  Court. 


liv  V.\N  WvK,  Dutch  Star  Cocoa  Works,  Richmond  Road, 
Kingsland. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  creditors  of  this  debtor  was  held  in 
Ijondon  on  January  17.  The  statement  of  affairs  showed  fully- 
seeureQ  liabilities  3,650/.,  unsecured  4,562/.,  and  a  deficiency  of 
3,999/.  The  debtor  attributed  his  insolvency  to  want  of  capital, 
to  heavy  payments  and  liabilities  in  respect  of  advertising,  and  to 
bad  seasons  during  1898-99,  owing  to  the  mildness  of  the  weather. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Caimon,  his  solicitor,  stated  that  he  was  desirous  of 
submitting  a  projiosal  for  the  payment  of  a  composition  to  the 
creditors,  and  the  proceedings  were  adjourned. 


H)ect>6  of  arranocnicnt 


Wride,  'William  Blake,  Market  Place,  Romsey,  and  Sunny- 
side  Hill  Lane,  Honthani))ton,  chemist  and  druggist.  Trustee, 
Herbert  H.  Afford,  15  Upper  Surrey  Street,  Norwich,  ac- 
countant. Secured  creditors,  547/.  Os.  2d.  Dated,  January  6  ; 
filed,  January  13.  Liabilities  unsecured,  213/.  17s. ;  estimated 
net  assets,  152/.  19s.  10(7.  The  following  are  scheduled  as 
creditors  : — 

£    s.  d. 

Coutts,  Mrs.  (rent),  Southampton...       ...    15    0  0 

Davies  A"  Webb.  Southampton    18    0  0 

Hodgkiusons,  Clarke  it  Ward,  London  ...    18    0  0 

rartli/scciored  Credit  or. 

Wride,  F.  B.,  Southampton    150    0  0 

Wyles,  Benjamin,  10c  Liverpool  Road,  Birkdale,  and  56 
Houghton  Street,  Southport,  chemist  and  druggist.  Trustee, 
John  E.  D.  Parker,  10  Victoria  Street,  Liverpool,  commission- 
agent.  Date,  January  5  ;  filed,  January  10.  Liabilities  un- 
secured, 448/.  Os.  Ud. ;  estimated  net  assets,  202/.  10s.  Id. 
The  following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  : — 

Ayrton  it  Saunders,  Liverpool 
B'ousfield,  E.  J.,  Bedford  ... 
Evans,  Sons  it  Co.,  Liverpool 
Houghton,  — ,  Bolton 
Idris  it  Co.,  Liverpool 
j\Iaw,  Son  it  Thompson,  London  . 
Smith  it  Co.,  London 
Sumner,  R.  it  Co.,  Liverpool 
Tyler,  C.  it  England  Brothers  (L 
London 


Preferential  Credit oy>i. 

Bentinck,  Saul  it  Co.,  Southport ... 
Yates,  J.,  Southport... 


£ 

s. 

(/. 

...  13 

0 

0 

...  100 

0 

0 

...  63 

0 

0 

...  30 

0 

0 

...  16 

0 

0 

...  30 

0 

0 

...  10 

0 

0 

...  25 

0 

0 

<-P, 

...  18 

0 

0 

...  24 

0 

0 

...  20 

0 

0 
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Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Cory,  T.  T.  H.,  and  Dixon,  B.,  under  the  style  of  H. 
Sai'dou  it  Co.,  Golden  Ijane,  and  Joiners'  Hall  Buildings, 
E.G.,  wholesale  perfumers. 

Perken,  F.  Perken,  S.  T.,  and  Rayment,  A.,  under 
the  style  of  Perken,  Son  A  Kayment,  Hatton  Garden,  E.G., 
manufacturers  and  importers  of  optical  and  scientific  instru- 
ments ;  so  far  as  regards  A.  Rayment. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

AlMUDIC.VTlOXS. 

Cole,  Ednrard  Henry,  Xieeds,  late  chemist  and  druggist, 

n'lw  out  of  busini'ss. 

McEwen,  Tames  Walker,  Aberdare,  mineral-water  manu- 
facturer. 


1Rcw  Companies     Company  H^cws. 


Webb's  r.vTKXJ  (Jji.miied). — Capital  5,000/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers  of,  dealers  in, 
and  contractors  and  agents  for  chemical  plant  and  appliances,  i 
The  first  directors  are  T.  G.  Webb  (chairman)  and  J.  jlcBurnie 
(deputy  chairman*.  Qualification,  50?.  Remuneration  as  fixed  by  ' 
the  company.  Registered  ofticc,  Queen's  Chambers,  7  Market 
Place,  Manchester. 

CoLLixsLEK  Chemical  Companv  (Limited).— Capital  100/.,  in 
11.  sliares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  goodwill  and  trade-marks  of 
the  busiiiess  of  George  V.  Boyd  and  James  Boyd,  trading  as  the 
"  Collinslee  Chemical  Company,"  and  to  carry  on  the  same  for 
the  benefit  and  under  tlie  control  of  the  "  United  Indigo  and 
Chemical  Company  (Limited),"  who  are  permanent  managers. 
Registered  office,  26  Pall  Mall,  Manchester. 

TiiouNTON  Film  Company  (Limited).— Capital  20,000/.,  in  1/. 
shares.  Objects :  To  adopt  an  agreement  with  tlie  Flexoid 
Syndicate  (Limited),  and  to  manufacture  and  deal  in  films,  sensi- 
tized materials,  chemicals,  and  iiharmaceutical  and  pholograjdiic 
preparations.  Tlie  first  directors  are :  -J.  E.  Thornton,  Captain 
G.  A.  Williams,  C.  F.  S.  Rothwell,  and  W.  H.  Hoyland.  Qualifi- 
cation, 100  shares.  Remuneration  as  fixed  by  the  company. 
Registered  office,  60  Oakfield  Road,  Altrincham. 

S.  HoFENCNO  &  Co.  (Limited).— To  amalgamate  the  businesses 
which  have  been  for  many  years  past  carried  on  at  102  Fore 
Street,  E.G.,  under  the  name  of  H.  Natlian  A:  Co.,  and  in  Sydney, 
Brisbane,  Melbourne,  and  New  York  under  the  name  of  s!  Hoff- 
nung  &  Co.  The  conversion  is  made  for  family  and  private  reasons, 
and  no  shares  are  offered  to  the  public.  The  management  of  the 
business  will  remain  tlie  same  as  heretofore,  the  directors  being 
Messrs.  S.  Sinauer,  A.  Hoffnung,  L.  H.  Nathan,  S.  F.  Hoffiiung 
Goldsmid  (in  London),  and  A.  H.  Nathan,  Ci.  H.  Davis  lin  the 
Colonies;. 

Magai'ein  CiiEMn  Ai.  Company  (Limited). —Capital  5,000/.,  in 
1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  adojjt  an  agreement  with  V.  Edwards 
and  A.  J.  de  Hailes,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  chemical 
manufacturers,  chemists,  druggists,  drysalters,  oil  and  eolourmen, 
dealers  in  proprietary  articles,  itc.  The  subscribers  are  :  -F.  H. 
Green,  4  Heme  Hijl  Mansions,  S.E.,  solicitor ;  E.  J.  White, 
9  Balsford  Road,  S.E.,  clerk;  E.  E.  Schnadhorst,  Woodford 
Green,  Essex,  secretary ;  A.  J.  de  Hailes,  Wyaston,  Woodford 
Green,  analytical  chemist ;  T.  W.  Glass,  16  Ravenscroft  Road, 
Chiswick,  analyst ;  V.  Edwards,  138  Byron  Avenue,  East  Ham, 
E.,  analytical  chemist ;  and  H.  Green,  "  Moorlands,"  Bickley, 
Kent,  printer.  Table  "  A  "  mainly  applies.  A.  J.  de  Hailes  is 
the  first  manager.  Qualification,  250  shares.  Remuneration  as 
fixed  by  the  company,  or  by  agreement. 

Camwal  (Limited).— Capital  200,000/.,  in  1/.  shares  (100,000 
pref.).  Objects :  To  ac<(uire  the  business  of  the  Chemists' 
Aerated  and  Mineral  Water  Association  (Limited)  (incorporated 
in  1878) ;  to  manufacture  and  deal  in  ac'rated  and  mineral  waters 
of  all  kinds,  wlietlier  artificial  or  natural,  and  all  materials  and 
ingredients  for  tlie  same,  but  so  that  "Caniwal  Waters  "  shall  bo 
BUpplied  in  syi)lions  to  chemists,  hosjiitals,  clubs,  hotels,  or  insti- 
tions ;  trade  willi  wliitfli  is  not  likely  to  inejudicially  affect  tlie 
rctail-tra<le  in  "  Camwal  Waters  "  in  syphons  as  now  carried  on 
by  chemists;  and  to  eiirry  on  the  business  of  manufacturing  and 
wholesale  chemists,  druggists,  drysalters,  distillers,  iVc.  The 
BubscriberH  are: — H.  Davenport,  33  Great  Russell  Street,  W.C., 
)ihivrma<:eutieal  chemiHt:  M.  7)avenpoi  l,  The  Cheal,  Twickenham, 
J.P. ;  G.  Goldfinch,  7  Brent  Terrace,  N.W.,  chemist ;  A.  Gould, 


54  New  Oxford  Street,  W.C.,  advertising  agent ;  G.  R.  Barclay, 
95  Farringdon  Street,  E.G.,  druggists'  sundriesman  ;  A.  E.  Bar- 
clay, 95  Farringdon  Street,  E.G.,  druggists'  sundriesman ;  and 
F.  G.  Pirie,  2  Granville  Place,  Portman  Square,  W.,  manager. 
The  first  directors  are  : — H.  Davenport,  M.  Davenport,  G.  Gold- 
finch, A.  Gould,  H.  Kemp,  and  J.  H.  Wilson.  Qualification  200/. 
Remuneration  50/.  each  per  annum,  and  200/.  extra  tor  the 
chairman. 

LoKiJLEB  &  Co.  (Limited). — Capital,  60,000/.  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  at  Britannia  Row, 
Islington,  as  "  Lorimer  &  Co.,"  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
chemical  manufacturers,  chemists,  druggists,  drysalters,  manu- 
facturers of  essential  oils,  essences  and  pharmaceutical,  medicinal 
and  other  preparations,  surgical  and  scientific  instrument  makers, 
itc.  The  first  subscribers  leach  with  1  share)  are  : — J.  Lorimer  &: 
H.  Brocklesby,  41  Britannia  Row,  Islington,  chemical  manu- 
facturers ;  B.  Hoddinott,  Tower  Chambers,  Moorgate  Street,  E.G., 
solicitor;  A.  Chatto  &  A.  Chatto,  jun..  Ill  St.  Martin's  Lane, 
W.C.,  jiublishers ;  J.  G.  Emslie,  Bathurst  Lodge,  St.  Margaret's, 
Middlesex  (Secretai'y) ;  F.  H.  Gollingwood,  12  Eastern  Road, 
Wood  Green,  N.  (Clerk*.  The  number  of  directors  is  not  to  be 
less  than  two,  nor  more  than  five  ;  the  first  are  : — J.  Lorimer 
(Chairman),  and  Horace  Brocklesby  (permanent  managing 
directors  ;  special  qualification,  10,000/.)  Ordinary  qualification, 
500/.  Remuneration,  300/.  per  annum  for  J.  Lorimer,  200/.  for 
H  Brocklesby,  and  100/.  each  for  ordinary  directors.  Registered 
office,  4  Britannia  Row,  Islington,  N. 

[We  understand  that  this  conversion  is  done  for  convenience 
and  family  reasons,  and  practically  all  the  shares  are  held  by  Blr. 
Lorimer  and  Mr.  Brocklesby,  the  partners  of  the  firm  now  con- 
verted into  a  company. — Ed.] 


Camwal  (Limited). — The  iirosijcutu.s  of  this  reconverted 
company  is  printed  in  our  advert  iseiucnt-secf ion  (pages  6 
and  7).  Subscriptions  iirv.  invited  for  29.258  preference 
shares  cif  1/.  each,  at  par. 


lpcr0onaUtiC0. 


Mr.  Julius  Prince,  managing-director  of  ApoUinaris 
Jobaniiis  (Limited),  will  act  as  one  of  the  stewards  at  the 
forfhconiiiig  anniversary  festival   of  the  London  Orpliau 
Asylum. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  H.  AV.  Idris  and  Miss  Idris  are  com- 
jjaring  Xile  water  with  the  Idris  waters,  and  were  amongst 
the  visitors  at  Shepheard's  Hotel,  Cairo,  ten  days  ago,  and 
may  visit  Khartoum  before  they  come  home. 

Mr.  A.  G.  Keevill  informs  us  that  the  estate  of  his  late 
father,  Mr.  Robert  Keevill,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Bristol, 
amounted  to  nearly  15,000/.  The  amount  given  in  our  issue 
of  December  30  last  referred  to  the  personalty. 

A'l'  THE  Opening  of  the  Grand  Opera  House,  Harrogate, 
on  January  13,  by  Mrs.  J.  A.  Jlyrtle  (Mayoress  of  Harrogate), 
the  opening  speech  was  made  by  Mr.  J.  II.  Wilson,  J.P., 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  Harrogate,  who  is  the  Cliairman  of 
f  heGrand  Opera  House  Company.  The  theatre  was  perfumed 
by  the  Erasmic  Company  (Limited),  and  the  entire  takings, 
amounting  to  just  under  200/..  were  devoted  to  the  Harrogate 
War  Relief  Fund. 

The  Headquarters  of  the  linn  of  E.  Merck,  Darmstadt, 
were  visited  recently  by  their  Royal  Highnesses  the  Grand 
Duke  and  Duchess  of  Hesse-Darmstadt,  H.R.H.  the  Duchess  of 
Coburg-Gotha,  H.S.H.  I'rincess  Helena  of  Russia,  and  H.R.H. 
Princess  Beatrice  of  Coburg-Gotha.  Their  Highnes.ses  spent 
the  best  part  of  a  day  inspecting  the  establishment,  and 
expressed  themselves  as  much  interested  and  highly  pleased 
with  what  they  saw. 

On  January  12,  at  the  Festival  of  St.  John  of  the 
Sutherland  Lodge  of  I'nity,  No.  460,  held  at  the  Castle 
Hotel,  Newcastle,  Stail'ordsliire,  Brother  Edward  Turner, 
chemist,  who  has  been  a  member  of  tlie  lodge  for  fifty  years, 
was  presented  by  tlie  brethren  with  a  Ma.stcr  Mason's  jewel 
as  a  mark  of  esteem.  At  the  same  lodge  Brothers  D.  H. 
Oxen  and  C.  J.  Wain,  chemists,  were  installed  Senior  Deacon 
and  Senior  Steward  resjiectively. 


A  }1  ANDY  little  guide  to  all  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts 
has  been  written  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Beck,  solicitor,  and  publisheil 
by  the  Grocers'  Federation,  Ea.stcheap,  E.C. 
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Cox — rAi.MKK.— At  St.  Li-oiiavdV  Church,  Hove,  on 
Jaimary  10.  Artliur  II.  Cox,  jun.  (.sou  of  Alclcnuau  A.  W. 
Cox,  J. P.,  lirightou),  to  Korah  Kathh/cii.  daiiiihter  of  Mr. 
Tliouias  Pahiier,  Hove. 

tiHATTox— JoN]:s.— On  January  10,  at  Ebenczer  Welsh 
■\Vesleyau  Chapel,  Carnarvon.  George  Edwin  Gratton, 
fhenii.st  and  druggist,  Khyl,  to  LiUa,  elder  daughter  of  Mr. 
J.  W.  Jones,  Carnarvon. 

ISMAY— SCHIEFFELIN.  —  On  January  13,  at  St.  Paul's, 
Knightsbridge,  by  the  Eev.  H.  M.  Villiers,  vicar  of  the 
parisli,  Charles  Bower,  third  son  of  the  late  Mr.  T.  H.  Ismay 
and  Mrs.  Ismay,  to  Matilda  Constance,  third  daughter  of  Mr. 
George  P.  SchiefTelin,  of  New  York. 

Wyatt — MiiLi.iCH. — On  Jan\iary  15,  at  SS.  Philip  and 
James's,  Ilfracoiulie,  by  the  Pev.  Hanbury  liarnes,  M.A., 
Thomas  Mervyn  Wyatt,  F.l.C,  F.C.S.,  chemical  department, 
A^'l)olwich  Arsenal,  to  Violet  Amelia,  second  daughter  of  the 
late  Mr.  F.  Miiller,  Glasgow. 


Deaths. 


AiMfows.Mrnr.— On  January  6,  at  Pensburg,  ,Soiith  Africa. 
iSergeant.  Henry  Payniond  Sadler  Arrowstuith,  son  of  Mr. 
G.  Arrowsmitli,  chemist,  WhitstaVjle.    Aged  25. 

FUAZEI!.— At  Rowinore  House,  Garelochhead,  on  January  10, 
Mr.  Daniel  Prazcr,  J. P.,  pharmaceutical  chemi.st.  In  his 
801  h  year.  Although  Mr.  Frazer  had  jn-actically  retired 
riuiii  business  for  seven  years,  his  name  is  still  fann'liar  to 
t  he  drug-trade  in  Scot  haul,  and  on  this  side  of  the  Border 
he  was  respected  l)y  everyone  with  whom  he  had  l)een 
associati'tl  as  a  nu-inlier  nf  the  Pharmaceutical  Council. 

Ho  was  one  of 
the  most  remark- 
able pharmacists 
of  modern  times, 
fill-  the  business 
(if  Frazer  Green 
in  Buchanan 
Street,  Glasgow, 
with  its  three  as- 
sociated brancli- 
pharmacies,  was 
one  of  the  best  of 
itskind  inEurope. 
Mr.  Frazer  was 
born  in  Glasgow 
in  Jan\iary,  1820, 
and,  after  a  brief 
but  goofl  edu- 
cation, he  was 
aiiprenticed.  at 
the  age  of  10,  to 
his  iirother,  Mr. 
M.  B.  Frazer,  who, 
after  experience 
in  the  old  Gla-i^ow  Api  thecarics' Hall,  had  opeiu'd  a  drug- 
gist's .shoj)  in  Buchanan  Street  in  1830.  In  1836  Mr.  M.  k 
Frazer  died,  and,  as  Mr.  Daniel  Frazer  was  too  young  to 
take  charge  of  the  business,  Mrs.  Frazer  entered  into 
partnership  with  Mr.  George  Greene  (as  the  name  was 
then  spelled),  a  Londoner,  and  previou.sly  traveller  in  the 
wholesale  trade.  At  the  close  of  ten  years'  partnership 
Mrs.  Frazer  retired,  and  Mr.  D.  Frazer  entered  the  firm  on 
January  1,  1847.  During  his  assi.stant.ship  Mr.  Green  had 
treated  him  so  kindly — more  like  a  brother  than  a  master — 
that  afterwards,  when  u  partner,  Mr.  Frazer  used  to  remark, 
'•I  did  not  sutticiently  discourage  his  too-frequent  attendance 
at  the  Stock  Excliange."  The  speculative  excitement  was 
loo  much  for  Mr.  Green,  and  it  led  to  an  illness  which  carried 
him  oif  in  1849.  and  Mr.  Frazer  became  sole  partner  of  the 
business.  He  had  by  this  time  settled  down  to  a  happy 
married  life,  which  continued  without  interruption  until  a 
year  ago,  when  Mrs.  Frazer  died.  The  business  in  Buchanan 
Street  flourished  mulci'  his  care,  and  it  became  the  leading 
ilispensing  establishiuent  in  Glasgow,  most  of  the  principal 


consultants  having  sent  their  prescriptions  to  Mr.  Frazer- 
There  had  always  been  attached  to  the  business  an  aiirated- 
water  department.  Mr.  Frazer's  brother  having  been  one  of 
the  first  druggists  in  the  country  to  take  up  this  side-line. 
As  Glasgow  extended  Mr.  Daniel  Frazer  found  it  necessarj' 
to  plant  branches  in  various  districts,  and  these  became 
model  pharmacies.  Several  years  ago  the  business 
was  converted,  for  family  reasons,  into  a  limited- 
liability  company,  with  Mr.  J.  W.  Sutherland  as 
managing  director,  so  that  it  now  goes  on  uninterrupted 
by  the  veteran's  death.  Mr.  Frazer's  work  in  connection 
with  pharmaceutical  politics  commenced  shortly  after  the 
visit  of  Mr.  Jacob  Bell  to  Scotland,  before  the  1852  Act  was 
obtained,  and  it  was  in  consequence  of  that  visit,  and  the 
representations  of  his  friend  Mr.  John  Mackay,  that  Mr. 
Frazer,  in  1853,  became  a  member  of  the  Society.  Some 
years  after  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the 
North  British  Branch,  and  was  a  regular  attendant  at  its 
meetings,  his  advice  alwaj's  being  relied  upon  by  the 
members.  But  that  Council  did  not  give  scope  to  his 
remarkable  qualities  of  oijposition.  He  was  essentially  a 
controversialist,  and  a  thorough  Padical,  with  keen  apprecia- 
tion of  legal  rights.  When,  in  May,  1871,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  London  Council  of  the  Society  he  quickly 
made  it  evident  that  his  faunliarity  and  friendship  with  the 
leading  members  of  the  Council  would  not  prevent  him 
advocating  a  more  liberal  policy  and  greater  sympathy  with 
the  retail  pharmacy  as  a  trade  than  the  Council  had  hitherto 
exercised.  He  was  one  of  the  most  strenuous  advocates  for 
the  Council-meetings  being  open  to  the  Press.  His  work  on 
the  Council  continued,  until  immediately  after  the  death  of 
Mr.  John  Mackay  in  1881.  At  that  time  Mrs.  Frazer's 
health  was  indifferent,  and  Mr.  Frazer,  in  November,  re- 
signed his  seat  on  the  Council,  which  was  taken  by  Mr. 
John  Borland,  of  Kilmarnock.  He  felt  very  keenly  Mr. 
Mackay "s  death.  They  were  very  old  friends,  and  generally 
travelled  together  to  the  Council-meetings,  and  he  at  that 
time  told  us  that  his  chief  interest  in  the  Council's  affairs 
went  with  Mr.  Mackay's  death.  He  retained  his  con- 
nection with  the  administration  of  the  Society  by  keeping 
his  seat  on  the  Council  of  the  North  British  Branch,  and 
did  not  appreciably  abate  his  interest  in  pharmaceutical 
affairs.  Thus,  in  1883,  he  gave  a  lecture  to  the  Glasgow 
Chemists'  Association  on  "The  Proposed  Changes  in  the 
Pharmacy  Act  of  1868  and  in  the  Educational  System  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,"  in  which  he  unsparingly 
denounced  the  policy  embodied  in  the  abortive  Bill  then 
before  the  trade.  With  the  dispute  that  arose  between 
the  Edinburgh  and  London  Councils  in  1885  Mr. 
Frazer's  interest  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  may 
be  said  to  have  ceased.  He  was  strongly  opposed 
to  interference  with  the  old  way  of  conducting  the 
Scotch  affairs  of  the  Society,  this  being  one  of  tlie 
rare  occasions  on  which  he  exhibited  a  conservative  sj^irit, 
but  the  moving  influence  with  him  on  that  occasion  was  his 
desire  to  maintain  Home  Rule.  When  the  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Conference  first  visited  Glasgow  in  1876,  Mr.  Frazer 
was  the  President  of  the  Local  Chemists'  Association,  and 
those  who  attended  that  Conference  will  never  forget  the 
hospitality  which  Mr.  Frazer  dispensed  to  the  visitors. 
About  that  time  he  delivered  several  presidential  addresses 
to  the  Glasgow  Chemists'  Association,  which  were  char- 
acterised by  his  far-seeing  judgment  of  affairs,  humour,  and 
liberality  of  mind.  We  recall  his  striking  defence  of 
counter-prescribing  (about  the  last  thing  in  the  world  he 
would  do  himself),  which,  in  the  early  seventies,  was  a 
burning  topic,  and  upon  which  he  spoke  publicly  very 
freely  on  the  broad  ground  that  being  a  chemist  does  not 
debar  a  man  from  giving  what  assistance  he  can  to  a  fellow- 
man.  Mr.  Frazer  never  approved  of  pharmacists  interfering 
with  the  revision  of  the  British  Pharmacopfcia.  He  main- 
tained that  that  was  purely  a  doctors'  affair ;  it  was  their 
book,  and  if  doctors  wanted  assistance  from  them  they  must 
ask  for  it;  but  "never,"  he  said,  "let  us  claim  the  right,  or 
we  shall  be  bound  by  the  book  in  our  retail-trade."  His 
work  outside  pharmacy  was,  we  believe,  voluminous.  He 
was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Free  Church,  and  an  active 
Liberal  worker  until  paralysis  laid  him  aside,  and  he  retired 
to  his  country  seat  on  Garelochhead.  There,  in  August,  1897, 
on  the  Conference  excursion  day,  a  few  of  his  old  fellow- 
councillors  and  friends  left  the  steamer  in  a  row-boat  to 
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visit  hiin.  Tliis  was  his  last  association  with  the  outer 
pharniacentical  world.  He  was  then,  and  at  his  death,  Hon. 
President  of  the  Glasgow  Chemists'  Association.  Mr.  Frazer 
was  buried  on  Saturday,  January  13,  in  the  churchyard  of 
Row,  in  the  Gareloch.  The  funeral  was  private,  only  the 
relatives  and  personal  friends  being  present ;  the  firm  being 
represented  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Sutherland  and  the  heads  of  one  or 
two  departments.  Mr.  Frazer  is  survived  by  two  sons. 
Dr.  J.  G.  Frazer,  Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge, 
and  Mr.  Samuel  Frazer,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  London ; 
and  by  two  daughters,  one  of  whom  is  the  wife  of  Professor 
Steggall,  University  Collegi'.  Dundee. 

GiBBS. — On  January  14,  at  the  Central  Pharmacy,  'J'cr- 
minus  Koad,  Eastbourne,  from  heart  failure  foUowing 
bronchitis.  Joseph  Gibbs,  chemist.    Aged  75. 

HOBSOX. — On  January  12,  Mr.  Charles  Hobson,  retired 
chemist  and  druggi  >t.  Beverley.  Yorks.  Aged  77.  The  late  Mr, 

Hobson  was  Mayor  of  Ijever- 
ley  in  1888,  and  again  in  the 
following  year,  and  for  a  con- 
siderable period  occupied  a 
seat  on  the  Beverley  Town 
Council.  It  is  believed  that 
t  lie  sudden  death  in  November 
last  of  his  son,  wlio  liad  suc- 
ceeded liim  in  his  business, 
hastened  his  end.  Our  en- 
graving shows  Mr.  Hobson 
during  liis  mayoralty. 

IVRY.— At  Guy's  Hospital, 
on  January  1,  Mr.  F.  R.  IvryP 
chemist's  assistant,  from  tlic 
after-effects  of  influenza. 
J.MiMAlN. — At  Dallon  Lodge,  Huddersfield.  on  January  14. 
Mr.  George  Jarmain,  F.I.C.  Aged  73.  Mr.  Jarmain  was  for 
twi'nty-five  years  bnrougli  analyst  of  Hudderslield,  Ho  was 
lorniei'ly  a  .schoolmaster  at  Almondbury  National  School, 
and  afterwards  a  tcaclier  of  chemistry  at  the  Huddersfield 
Mechanics'  Listitution  and  the  Technical  School  into  which 
the  old  institution  was  merged.  He  was  also  at  one  time  a 
chemical-manufacturer  and  wool-extractor,  and  was  the  in- 
ventor of  a  process  for  destroying  burrs  and  other  foreign 
substances  in  wool. 

Lines, — On  January  10,  Jlr.  George  Lines,  pharmaceutical 
elieniist,  Hertford.  Aged  86  Air.  Lines  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Pharniac;outical 
Society,  and  the  first  local 
Secretary  for  his  neighbourhood. 
Tlie  portrait  we  reproduce  was 
imblished  in  Tin:  Chemist  and 
Dkuggist  of  I\Iay  30,  1891,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  jubilee  of 
the  Society.  Mr.  Lines,  who 
had  been  in  failing  health  for 
some  years,  carried  on  a  success- 
ful bu.siness  in  the  Market 
Place,  Hertford,  for  fully  half 
a  century.  In  his  early  days, 
it  is  recorded,  as  illustrating 
the  difficulties  then  prevalent 
in  the  conduct  of  pharmacy  in 
the  country,  that  he  had  to 
make  his  own  acetic:  acid.  He  erected  retort  s  6  feet  long  and 
4  feet  in  diameter.  In  these  he  converted  oak  timber  into 
charcoal,  condensing  the  sap  and  fluid  contained  in  the  wood 
in  ))ipes  laid  in  cold  water,  which  led  to  the  receiver,  from 
vviiieli  it  was  jjumpcd  into  the  stills.  'J'lie  spirit  was  rectified, 
and  the  I'esidue  treated  for  acetic  acid. 

RoiiiNSdN.  .\l  All'drd,  on  January  8,  Susainudi,  eldest 
daughter  of  lli<'  late  IJenjaniin  Robinson,  chemist. 
Ag.'d  27. 

S'i•()lu■;^. — .\t  Powerham  House,  Lancaster,  last  week,  Mr. 
Reginald  Storey,  head  of  the  Heron  Chemical-works,  Moor 
Lane,  Lancaster.  Aged  37.  The  Heron  Chemical-works 
were  founded  by  his  father,  who  was  a  brother  of  the  late 
Sir  Thomas  Storey.  Deceased  was  for  some  years  an  officer 
of  tlie  local  ^■olunteer  artillery,  but  resigned  his  captaincy 
about  twelve  months  ago,  after  a  serious  accident  at  a  sham 
fight. 


Vawser. — On  January  7,  Mr.  Jesse  A'awser.  chemist  and 
druggist,  March.  Aged  60.  He  belonged  to  one  of  the  oldest 
families  in  the  town,  and  had  successfully  carried  on  business 
in  the  Market  Place  since  1854.  He  took  an  active  share  in 
public  work,  having  for  many  years  tieen  an  old  member  of  the 
old  Local  Board,  a  Governor  of  the  Jlarcli  Consolidateil 
Charities,  and  a  Commissioner  of  the  First  Drainage  Dis- 
trict. His  wife  died  in  1879,  and  he  has  left  a  family  nf  fnur 
sons  and  four  daughters. 


I    Mills  of  S>ccca6e^  Cbcnusts. 


BLACKH.iLL. — The  late  Mr.  AV.  J.  Blaekludl,  who  for  twenly- 
three  years  reijresented  Messrs.  Buriroyne,  Burbid L^es  iV'  Co.,  in 
China,  Japan,  &c.,  and  who  died  on  l)oard  the  SiiirJa,  homeward 
bound,  on  October  18,  1899,  leaves  estate  sworn  at  799/,  9.s.  11;?., 
the  net  personalty  Ijeing  770/.  3s.  id.  He  omitted  to  name  any 
executor  in  his  will,  so  administration  has  l)een  }>ranted  to  his 
universal  legatee  and  devisee  in  trust,  Mr.  E.  J.  Keid,  11  Dunedin 
House,  Basingliall  A  venue,  E.G. 

Cox. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Cox,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  Grantham,  has  been  proved  by  Jlr.  W.  Dennis  Cox, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  Grantham,  son  and  sole  executor  of  tlie 
testator,  wliose  estate  was  sworn  at  3,000/.  19s.  9rl.  gross  and 
2,104/,  16s,  net, 

Geiffiths. — The  late  Mr.  G.  Griftitlis,  clieniist  and  dragj;ist, 
Bala,  Merioneth,  leaves  personalty  entered  for  preliate  at  the  sum 
of  630/.  IBs.,  by  his  widow  and  sole  executrix,  Jlrs.  A.  Griffiths. 

Hai.hwkll. — Letters  of  administration  to  the  estate  of  the  late 
Mr.  John  Halliwell,  chemist  and  druggist,  27  Bridge  Street, 
Rochdale,  who  died  intestate,  have  been  granted  to  his  widow, 
Mrs.  Grace  Halliwell,  Ijy  wliom  the  value  was  sworn  at  577/,  7s.  Id. 

H.UiVEV. — Tlie  estate  of  the  late  Mr.  Ricliavd  Musgrave  Harvey 
J. P.,  of  Thomson,  Haiikey  it  C  >.,  7  Mincing  L  lU",  anl  of  the  Sa"- 
eharin  Corporation  (Limited),  itc,  who  died  on  November  10, 1899, 
has  been  entered  for  probate  at  the  sum  of  42,829/.  16s.  4(/.,  of 
wliicli  22,806/.  Os.  3(2.  is  net  personalty.  His  executors  are  liis 
widow  and  his  brother,  Rev.  C.  M.  Harvey, 

Kehkv. — The  value  of  the  estate  of  tlie  late  Mr.  Thomas  Kerry, 
chemist  and  druggist,  164  Huddersfield  Road,  Raventhorpe, 
Mil-field,  Yorkshire,  has  been  sworn  at  382/.  8s.  Id.  by  Mrs.  Kerry, 
the  widow,  and  Mr,  S.  Vero,  the  executors,  to  whom  probate  of  the 
testator's  will  has  been  granted. 

T.wi.cut. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Benjiuniu  Taylor,  chemist 
and  druggist,  20  Moorland  Road,  Iveeds,  has  been  proved  by  Mrs. 
P.  M.  Taylor,  the  widow,  and  Blr,  Thomas  Taylor,  surgeon, 
Metlilev,  brother  of  the  testator,  whose  estate  was  sworn  at 
15,190/:  13s.  3(/. 

ToMPSETT. — At  the  Principal  Probate  Registry  letters  of  ad- 
ministration to  the  personal  estate  of  Mr.  Walter  H.  Toiiipsett, 
chemist  and  druggist,  163  Seaside,  Eastbourne,  who  died  intestate 
on  July  4,  1899,  have  been  granted  to  his  widow,  Mrs.  Helen 
F,  Tomp.sett,  by  whom  the  value  was  sworn  at  323/.  12s.  6d. 

Trollope. — At  the  Principal  Probate  Registry  the  estate  of 
the  late  Mr.  E.  H.  Trollo|)e,  chemist  and  druggist,  Trowbridge, 
Wilts,  has  been  entered  at  the  sum  of  909/.  5s.  5(/,  The  deceased's 
executors  are  his  sou,  Mr.  Herbert  E.  Trollope,  and  Mr.  John 
Howard  Folej'. 

W.ALL. — The  will  of  Mrs.  Harriet  Wall,  cliemist  and  druggist, 
67  Market  Street,  Shaw,  Croiiipton,  Lancashire,  who  died  on 
A]iril  6,  1899,  has  been  proved  by  her  daughter  and  sole  executrix, 
Mrs.  Anne  L,  Beverley.  Tlie  deceased's  estate  was  sworn  at 
1  69«.  12s.  3(/. 

W.\LSH. — The  gross  value  of  the  estate  of  the  late  Mr.  /.a.iTlicus 
Walsh,  wholesale  druggist,  Moseley  Bank,  Clieadle,  Hulme, 
Cheshire,  has  been  sworn  at  7,519/,  10s.  Id.  Probate  of  the 
deceased's  will  has  been  granted  in  London  to  his  daughter. 
Miss  Clara  Walsh,  and  to  Mr.  Jolm  Smith,  drysalter,  Stoclqioi-t, 
the  other  executor  therein  named. 

W.\TEli.\LL.— The  will  of  Mr.  (i.  E.  Waterall,  c-hemist  and 
druggist.  Upper  Talbot  Street,  Nottingham,  who  died  on  Septem- 
l)er  7,  1899,  has  been  proved  by  Mr.  Herliert  1  ,ancasliire  and 
Mr.  Thos.Wilson,bothof  Nottingham,  the  executors  of  the  testator, 
wliose  estate  was  sworn  at  19,062/.  lis.  Id. 

Wilson.  -The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  S(e|>hen  Wilson,  chemist 
and  druggist.  Park  Road,  Pcterliomugli,  ha,s  lieen  jiroved  by  Mrs. 
Wilson,  the  widow,  Mr.  J.  W.  Wilson,  M.l).,  and  Mr.  H.  S. 
Colnian,  tlie  executors,  Ijy  wlicnn  tlie  testator's  pcn-sonalty  was 
sworn  at  4,365/.  9s.  3(/. 
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How  TO  Learn. 

IT  is  possible  to  write  columns  about  the  degeneracy  of 
apprenticeship.  Fifty  years  ago  the  master  took  pleasure 
in  instructing  his  pupil;  that  was  what  he  was  paid  for 
doing,  and  it  was  practically  all  the  instruction  the  drug- 
gist's apprentice  got.  There  is  a  big  change  now,  but  events 
and  times  have  changed  ;  there  are  books  and  schools  and 
schemes  for  encouraging  study  which  did  not  exist  then. 
Whether  they  are  better  or  worse  than  what  our  forefathers 
had  the  advantage  of  does  not  particularly  concern  those  for 
whom  these  columns  are  printed,  and  who  are  mainly 
concerned  in  taking  all  advantage  of  facilities  for  improve- 
ment and  study  that  exist,  ultimately  securing  the  hall-mark 
of  competence. 

Taking  the  student  of  iihannacy  at  the  beginning,  we 
assume  that  he  wants  to  make  the  most  of  his  apprenticeship. 
Tiiere  are  many  ways  in  which  he  can  find  opportunities  for 
gaining  information.  Even  in  bottle-washing  (if  ho  has 
that  to  do)  there  is  something  to  be  learnt.  Why  is  one 
bottle  washed  with  alkali,  and  another  cleaned  with  hydro- 
chloric acid  ?  The  live  apprentice  will  not  rest  satisfied  till 
I;o  finds  that  out  for  himself,  and  he  need  not  be  surprised 
if  the  fact  comes  in  handy  in  the  examination-room.  In  his 
daily  work  of  dusting  the  shop-bottles  he  has  splendid 
opportunities  of  acquiring  complete  familiarity  with  the 
names  and  general  characters  of  all  the  galenicals  and 
chemicals  in  tlic  shop.  Tlie  very  act  of  washing  oil,  resin, 
tar,  or  varnish  from  his  hands,  or  cleaning  a  mortar  which 
has  been  soiled  with  one  or  otlier  of  these  substances,  will 
give  him,  if  he  a.sks  the  reason  why,  much  valuable  instruc- 
tion as  to  the  action  of  various  solvents.  His  very  mistakes 
will  be  helpful,  for  he  will  not  fail  to  profit  by  the  knowledge 
wlien  he  learns,  c.//.,  why  it  was  that  the  glass  mortar 
cracked  right  across  when  he  diss(jlved  common  salt  in  it  to 
make  brine. 

Next  to  personal  observation  at  the  daily  tasks  the 
thing  most  important  for  the  apprentice  to  do  is  to  take 
advantage  of  any  local  facilities  for  education  that  there 
may  be.  There  are  now  comparati\ely  few  towns  in  the 
country  where  facilities  for  learning  elementary  chemistry 
and  physics  are  not  available.  Where  a  choice  of  such 
classes  is  to  be  had  wc;  recommend  students  in  their  first 
year  to  take  the  first  stage  (Science  and  Art  Depart- 
ment) of  mathematics — if  they  have  not  already  had  this 
subject  at  school.  The  algebra,  in  particular,  they  will  find 
of  enormous  advantage  in  their  future  studies,  and.  as  a 
foundation  for  a  proper  acquaintance  with  physics  and 
chemistry,  a  knowledge  of  mathematics  as  far  as  the  first 
stage  is  really  essential.  For  the  second  session  the  student 
should  take  up  physics  and  inorganic  chemistry  ;  in  the 
third  he  could  continue  his  chemistry,  theoretical  and  prac- 
tical, at  least  to  the  advanced  stage,  and  make  a  beginning 
with  botany,  while  in  the  fourth  year  he  should  be  able  to 
overtake  organic  chemistry  and  advanced  botany.  A  young 
man  who  has  laid  such  a  foumlation  as  is  thus  obtained  need 
have  no  fear  of  any  examiner  after  he  has  had  a  few  months' 
hard  reading  at  a  pharmacy-.school.  It  appears  that  there  is 
a  lack  of  opportunity  for  studying  botany  in  the  way  we  have 
mentioned.  There  are  usually  classes  in  chemistry  in 
abundance,  but  either  the  demand  for  instruction  in  botany 
is  too  small  to  be  worth  supplying,  or  the  standard  hitherto 
sot  up  by  the  S.  and  A.  Department  has  been  much  too 
high.  Fortunately  no  eager  student  can  be  deprived  of 
the  opportunity  afiorded  him  by  Nature,  and  she,  after  all, 
is  the  best  teacher. 

I'harmacy  and  materia  medica  are  best  studied  practically. 
Where  an  apprentice  has  the  duty  of  assisting  in  the  manu- 
facture of  ointments,  pills,  tinctures,  and  the  like,  lie  will 
learn  more  by  intelligent  attention  to  details  in  the  actual 
work  in  hand  than  by  weeks  of  "  reading."  Similarly  with 
materia  medica.  Every  apprentice  ought  to  be  perfectly 
familiar  with  the  appearance  and  character  of  all  the 
commoner  drugs  long  before  he  is  out  of  his  apprenticeship, 
together  with  much  of  the  information  required  in  the  Minor 
examination.  I'rescription-reading  he  should  be  perfectly 
familiar  with. 


For  young  men  who  have  not  the  opportunities  of  study 
mentioned  above  there  remains  text-book  instruction,  and 
future  articles  in  this  series  will  deal  with  this. 

The  Facilities  for  Evening  Study  now  open  to 
young  chemists  are  remarkably  good  compared  with  what  they 
were  twenty  years  ago,  especially  in  London,  which  is 
generally  behind  the  provinces  in  anything  which  tends  to 
popularise  culture.  There  are  now  numerous  institutes  and 
colleges  in  the  different  districts  of  the  Metropolis  at  which 
excellent  instruction  is  given  at  very  cheap  rates.  At  the 
Goldsmiths'  In.stitute,  New  Cross,  S.E., where  thatcleverjwing 
chemist,  Mr.  W.  J.  Pope,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  is  lecturer  on  chemistry, 
a  course  of  fifteen  weekly  lectures  on  organic  chemistry 
begins  on  Fridaj',  January  19,  at  8.30  p.m.  The  course  will 
be  rather  advanced  for  those  who  are  lieginning  the  subject, 
as  it  will  include  discussion  of  recent  work  and  current 
views  relating  to  organic  chemistry ;  but  that  is  the  very 
thing  which  should  tempt  many  Minor  and  Major  men  in 
the  district  to  get  a  crown's  worth  between  now  and  Easter. 


Scientific  iprogresa. 


Mandrag'orlne. — Thoius  and  Weiitzel  some  time  ago  showed 
j  that  Ahrciis'  maudragorine,  the  alkaloid  of  mandragora-root,  was 
i  a  inixturt-  of  hyoscyamine  with  one  of  the  related  alkaloids. 
Wentzel,  in  a  paper  read  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  German 
Pharniaeeutical  Society,  showed  that  this  body  is  hyosciue.  To 
I  this  he  assigns  Ladenburg's  original  formula,  CiyHi^NOj,  which 
j  is  not  the  same  as  that  for  Schmidt's  scopolamine. 

Rapid  Estimation  of  Uric  Acid. — Gautrelet  (Hcper- 
tdire  lie  i'/ni niuicie,  19C0,  I.,  19)  recommends  the  following 
iiiethdd  for  the  rapid  estimation  of  uric  acid.  Twenty  c.c.  of  the 
uiifiltered  urine  is  exactly  neutralised  with  potash-solution,  and 
then  acidified  with  5  c.c.  of  15-per-cent.  acetic  acid.  It  is  then 
titrated  with  the  following  solution  : — 

Sulphate  of  copper  (crystallised)  ...    2'4  grammes 

Sulphate  of  sodium         „  ...    5'0  „ 

Acetic  acid      ...       ...       ...  ...    5  c.c 

Water  to    1,000  c.c. 

I  until  a  drop,  tested  on  a  white  tile  witli  a  solution  of  potassium 
j  ferroc_yanide  faintly  acidified  with  acetic  acid,  gives  a  rose-red 

colour.    Each  c.c.  of  solution  used  corresponds  to  O'l  gramme  of 

uric  acid  per  litre. 

Acetic  Acid  as  a  Solvent.. — Dr.  E.  R.  Squibb  is  still 
engaged  in  his  investigation  of  the  merits  of  acetic  acid  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  ethyl  alcohol  in  extracting  the  active  principles  of 
drugs.  His  hist  paper  (Am.  Jotini.  Pli.,  Jan.)  deals  with  the 
solvent  applied  to  belladonna-root.  The  sum  of  the  pajier  is  that 
the  spirituous  menstruum  gives  the  largest  yield  of  alkaloid  in  the 
early  part  of  the  percolate,  and  the  smallest  yield  of  inert  and 
useless  extractive  matter,  but  is  slightly  inferior  to  the  acid  men- 
struum for  washing  out  the  last  portion  of  alkaloid.  The  acid 
preparation  is  lighter  in  colour,  and  has  not  deposited  after  three 
months.  The  alcoholic  prejiaration  is  very  dark,  and  within  three 
months  has  thrown  down  a  precipitate  that  contains  traces  of 
alkaloid.  The  acid  preparation  mixes  with  water ;  the  spirituous 
one  precipitates. 

The  Estimation  ot  Mydriatic  Alkaloids. — The  latest 
contribution  from  tlie  Marburg  laboratory,  by  Dr.  Ernst  Schmidt, 
deals  with  the  estimation  of  the  alkaloids  in  the  leaves  of 
Datura  Stratiionium,  Hyoscijanius  niger,  and  Atropa  Bella- 
donna. The  process  which  Schmidt  advocates  as  being  accurate 
and  open  to  least  objection  is  as  follows  : — Ten  grammes  of  the 
finely  powdered  leaves,  dried  to  a  constant  weight  over  quicklime, 
is  treated  with  90  grammes  of  ether  and  30  grammes  of  chloro- 
form. To  this  10  c.c.  ot  10-per-cent.  soda-solution  are  added 
with  constant  shaking,  and  the  mixture  is  allowed  to  stand  for 
]  tlu-ee  hours.  About  10  c.c.  of  water  is  then  added,  or  sufficient 
I  to  malfe  the  powder  settle,  leaving  the  ether-chloroform  solution 
clear.  After  an  hour  the  liquid  is  filtered  and  60  grammes 
(which,  assuming  that  there  is  no  loss  by  evaporation,  Schmidt 
]  takes  as  equivalent  to  5  grammes  of  the  leaves)  placed  in  a  small 
1  flask.  Half  is  distilled  off  to  remove  ammonia,  but  care  must  be 
taken  not  to  distil  more,  or  difficulty  is  found  in  the  after-treat- 
ment. This  residue  is  transferred  to  a  separator,  the  flask  being 
waslied  with  ether,  and  the  whole  is  shaken  with  10  c.c.  of  centi- 
uormal  hydrochloric  acid.  The  acid  layer,  to  which  are  added 
aqueous  washings  ot  the  ethereal  layer,  is  filtered  into  a  flask  and 
made  up  to  100  c.c.  A  little  ether  and  5  drops  of  a  solution  of 
iodeosin^are  added  (1  in  500  ot  alcohol),  and  centi-normal  potash 
is  added  until  the  end-reaction  is  observed.  Each  c.c.  of  centi- 
normal  hydrochloric  acid  used  corresponds  to  0  00289  gramme 
of  atropine  or  hyoscyamine. 
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©becrvations  anb  IReflcctions. 

By  Xrayser. 


The  War  News  of  the  C.  J)-  D.  is  of  keen  interest  ^ 
though  many  of  us  will  be  delighted  when  that  feature  can 
be  abandoned.     Certainly  the  drug-trade  contributing  its 
share,  both  in  men  and  in  money,  to  the  relief  of  the  nation's  I 
heavy  burden.    The  medical  profession  can  justly  make  a 
similar  claim  ;  but  .so  indeed  can  every  class  and  .section  of 
society.    Those  gallant  young  fellows  who  go  out  from  our 
midst  to  serve  their  country,  either  as  soldiers  or  under  the  ^ 
Red  Cross,  may  be  sure  that  we  shall  all  be  following  their 
movements  with  eagerness  and  wishing  them  a  safe  return.  ! 
I  hope  it  cannot  be  the  case  that  the  War  Office  has  issued 
any  definite  notification  which  will  restrict  their  comrauni-  \ 
cations  to  this  journal.    Such  a  proceeding  would  be  as  un- 
wise as  it  would  be  unju.st.    The  service  is  rough  and  the 
pay  is  poor  ;  we  all  know  that,  and  I  do  not  see  that  the  j 
men  who  have  written  from  the  camp  are  di.sposed  to  make  ] 
any  querulous  complaints.    They  expected  to  rough  it,  and 
they  were  certainly  not  actuated  by  avarice.    But  we  at 
liome  want  to  know  all  about  their  exper  iences,  and  nothing 
will  bo  so  sure  to  make  service  under  the  flag  unpopular  as 
an  unreasonable  exercise  of  official  authority. 

*  *  *  * 

British  Foreign  Tr.vde. — No  one  can  realise  what  the 
figures  814,000,000/.,  the  total  estimated  value  of  British 
foreign  trade  in  1899,  means.  Tiie  imjiorts  of  the  year 
were  valued  at  485  millions  sterling.  Of  this  total  some 
65  njillions  were  re-expoi'tcd,  leaving  about  420  million 
pounds'  worth  of  foreign  produce  consumed  or  used  in  this 
country.  On  tlie  average,  therefore,  every  man,  woman,  and 
child  in  the  United  Kingdom,  from  tlie  prince  to  the  pau[)er, 
bouglit  last  year  10/.  worth  of  corn,  cotton,  wool,  sugar,  tea, 
or  something  from  abroad,  and  on  that  10/.  paid  all  the 
middlemen's  profits  too.  Our  total  exports  in  the  year  reached 
the  value  of  330  million  pounds,  or  155  millions  less  than 
our  purchases.  Where  arc  now  those  alarmists  who,  a  few 
years  ago,  flooded  the  papers  witli  their  prophecies  of  ruin  if 
this  balance  of  trade  kept  going  against  us  ?  Perhaps  they 
have  come  to  understand  it.  It  has  been  estimated  that  all 
the  gold  and  silver  in  the  land  would  not  amount  to  much  '. 
more  than  200  millions,  so  if  we  paid  for  the  difference  I 
between  our  purchases  and  our  sales  in  cash  we  should  be 
banki  upt  in  a  couple  of  years.  But  so  far  are  we  from  doing 
this  that  last  year  Great  Britain  received  11  million  pounds 
wortli  more  gold  than  .she  paid  away.  Of  course,  the  differ- 
ence api)arently  again.st  us  is  mainly  the  profit  due  to  this 
nation  from  foreign  investments. 

*  *  *  * 

'J'liE  J[o:mI';  Thadio  of  the  country  cannot  be  gauged  so 
closely  as  the  foreign  trade,  but  all  the  available  evidence 
goes  to  show  that  it  has  been  generally  prosperous  for  some 
time  past.  And  there  is  one  feature  of  it  that  often  surpri.ses 
me.  It  is  the  wonderful  improvement  in  shops,  especially  in 
suburl)an  shops,  which  has  developed  since  retail  traders 
were  first  mined  'ny  the  stores.  Somehow  they  flourish  better 
in  their  decadence  than  they  did  in  their  prime.  I  had 
occasion  the  other  day  to  visit  some  of  the  northern  regions 
of  London.  From  the  Swi.ss  Cottage  I  went  along  the 
Fincliley  ]{oad,  thence  to  Highgate,  then  to  Muswell  Hill 
and  I  finished  my  tour  at  I[orns(!y  station.  Everywhere  1 
found  I'ows  of  new  shops  of  all  kinds  (including  some  very 
handsoini'  pharmacies,  particularly  two  or  tliree  in  the 
Finchl(!y  Koad),  and  all  were  most  exj)ensively  and  sub- 
stantially fitted,  and  secimed  to  be  lavishly  stocked.  I  came 
across  an  act|uaiiitan('e  in  .i  dull  road  who  was  having  a 


private  house  of  his  converted  into  a  shop.  "  Why,"  I  said, 
"  shops  are  not  wanted  about  here,  I  should  think."  "  Shops  !  " 
he  said ;  "  you  can  let  shops  anywhere ;  I  have  had  more 
than  a  dozen  applications  for  this  one  already." 

*  *  *  * 

The  Deaths  of  E.  C.  C.  Stanford,  .T.  G.  F.  Richardson 
and  Daniel  Frazer,  all  within  a  few  weeks,  leave  British 
pharmacy  much  the  poorer.  The  last  two  had  been  laid 
aside  from  active  work  for  some  j'ears,  but  Jlr.  Stanford, 
always  fertile  in  ideas,  seemed  good  for  much  more  service 
in  the  higher  walk  of  our  vocation.  They  were  threi-  very 
different  men,  but  they  all  had  one  characteristic  in 
common,  and  it  was  unusual  enough  in  leading  pharmacists 
to  be  noticeable.  They  were  all  absolutely  free  from  any 
suspicion  of  cliqueism.  When  Frazer  and  Richardson  were 
together  in  the  Council  they  were  in  a  sense  a  pair.  Daniel 
Frazer  was  a  fierj'  Radical,  and  "  the  Major  "  v^-as  as  staunch 
a]  Conservative,  and  they  had  many  a  little  spar  over  their 
political  differences.  But  if  such  a  thing  as  party  govern- 
ment|could  have  arisen  in  that  chamber,  both  men  would 
certainly  have  been  on  the  Liberal  side.  Mr.  Frazer  was  a 
popular  and  successful  pharmacist,  but  his  liveliest  interests 
were  concentrated  in  his  Church.  I  think  he  was  a  Free 
Kirk  man  ;  I  am  sure  he  would  have  belonged  to  whichever 
party  was  the  most  dissentient ;  and  I  have  heard  him  say 
that  he  had  often  regretted  he  was  not  brought  up  to  the 
ministry.  Mr.  Frazer  was  always  very  earnest  in  whatever 
controversy  he  happened  to  be  engaged  in,  and  he  was 
.seldom  out  of  one  of  some  kind  ;  but  I  never  heard  of  his 
losing  his  temper  or  saving  a  bitter  word  of  or  to  any 
opponent. 

*  *  »  * 

Ak  E.xtra  Pharmaceuticai,  Examination,  as  advo- 
cated by  Professor  Tichborne  in  the  Irish  Pharmaceutical 
Council,  is  a  project  which  deserved  a  better  reception  than 
it  got.  The  C.  if  I),  not  long  ago  urged  that  the  P.ritish 
Major  examination  should  be  converted  into  a  test  in  regard 
to  analytical  chemistry.  The  qualifying-examinations  in 
both  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  hnve  not  for  their  objects 
the  qualification  of  analysts,  but  they  go,  as  Di'.  Ticliborne 
says,  half  way  in  that  direction.  There  is  a  lot  of  analyl  ical 
work  lying  about,  and  why  should  not  capable  pharmacists 
pick  it  up  .'  There]  is  no  reason,  apparently,  except  that 
the  Institute  of  Chemistry  might  not  like  it.  Our  present 
Major  examination  is  of  practically  no  value,  and  will  die 
out,  but  a  post-graduate  course,  and  a  sufficiently  severe 
examination  at  the  end  of  it,  would  soon  be  appreciated  both 
by  pharmacists   and  the   public.    Ultimately   the  Local 

Government  would  have  to  recognise  it. 

*  ♦  *  » 

Nothing  to  Report. — President  Martindale  says  the 
committee  to  which  the  consideration  of  action  affecting 
the  Companies  Bill  was  referred  "  cannot  report,  if  they  have 
nothing  to  report."  But  nothing  could  be  more  interesting 
than  a  report  showing  whj-  there  is  nothing  to  report.  The 
condition  suggested  by  the  President's  remark  would  be  an 
amazing  one  if  it  were  declared  by  any  other  exec\itive  body* 
Parliament  is  to  meet  on  the  30th  of  this  month,  a  Bill  is 
likely  to  come  before  it  containing  a  clause  which  has 
agitated  the  trade  more  than  anything  which  has  been  pro- 
posed for  a  generation,  there  is  a  great  chance  for  pharmacy, 
a  chance  which  may  never  be  ofliered  again,  and  our  repre- 
.sentatives  have  "  nothing  to  report."  And  only  one  member 
of  the  Council  dissents  from  this  policy,  or  rather  this  nega- 
tion of  polic}'. 

"  I  HAD  supposed  until  yesterday,  doctor,  that  the  days  of 
the  bleeding  of  patients  were  past."  "And  so  they  are. 
But  what  has  changed  your  mind  .'  "  •'  The  bill  you  sent  me." 
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*    "S  ANITAS"  ^ 

EMBROCATION 


In  bottles  to  retail  at 


8cl.,     !/-«     and  2/6. 

"SANITAS" 


AND  OTHER 


OlSINFECTANTS 

SOLPHDR  FUMIGATING  CANDLES  (Kingzett's  Patents) 

6d.,  9d.,  and  1/-  each. 
PRBSBRYED  PEROXIDE    OF  HYDROGEN 

(Kingzett's  Patent). 
MOTH   PAPER,  BLOCKS   AND  CRYSTALS. 
WEED  DESTROYER,  &o.,  &o. 

THE  SANrTAS  CO.,  LIMITED,  BETHNAL  GREEN,  LONDON. 

^     AND  636-642  W.  55  Street,  NEW  YORK.  -jf^ 


LAMBING  SEASON 


In  BottUs,  1/-,  2/6,  and  5/-. 


THE  ORIGINAL 

"LUDDINGTON'S 
OILS." 

These  valuable  Lambing  Oils 
i  have  been  used  by  almost 
■very  Farmer  and  Shepherd 
11  Lincolnshire  and  adjoining 
Oounties  for  upwards  of  a 


Liheral  Terms. 
Only  Address 


Century. 
Attracliue  Printed  Matter. 


TOMLINSON  &  HAYWARD,  che^Tc'ai^'^^o^^ks,  LINCOLN. 


PUREST  IN  ENGLAND. 


BOURNE 
TABLE 


SODA,  SELTZER, 
LITHIA,    POTASH,  LEMONADE 
GINGER   ALE.  &c. 


Supplied  in  Six  Dozen 
Gases, 
Carriage  Paid,  by 


Analysis,  &c.,  on 
Application. 


R.  M.  MILLS  &  CO. 

BOURNE, 

LINCOLNSHIEE. 


WATERS 


West  End  Agents,  WHEATLEY  &  SONS,  24  South  Audley  Street,  W. 
And  of  all  Chemists,  Wine  Merchants,  Hotels,  &c. 


PARROT  SEED 
MIXTURE. 

Trade  Terms  of 

SPRATT'S  PATENT,  LI£- 

24  &  25  Fenchurch  Street,  LONDON,  E.C. 
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■Qin  be  obtained  from  all  Ohemlste 
Grocers,  &o.,  la  4-oz.  Tins, 
price  Is. 


Can  be 
obtained    from  all 
Ohemists,  Grocers,  <feo.,  in  4-oz. 
Tins,  ftioe  la. 


SOLD  WHOLESALE  BY 


J*I.O.  NELSON,  DALE  &  CO..  Ld. 

14  DOWCATE  HILL,  LONDON,  E.C. 


PEPSaLIA 

Sears  a  good  profit,  and  may  be  obtained 
through  the  Wholesale  Trade. 


Propriators.CEREBOS  LTD.,  8  Maiden  Lane,  London,  E.C. 


JEWSBURY  &  BROWN'S 


BY  ROYAL 
WARRANT  OF  I 
APPOINTMENT 


TO  HER 
MAJESTY 
THE  QUEEN. 


TABLE  WATERS 


ARDWICK   GREEN,  MANCHESTER. 


Descriptive  Literature, 
handsome  show  cards  and 
window  transparencies, 
free  on  application  to 


Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Qii.  London  &  Sydney 


Ebltovial  Comtnents^ 


Deadlock. 

That  is  the  paramount  tone  of  pharmaceutical  affairs  in 
Great  Britain  at  the  moment.  Once  more  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Council  has  failed  to  respond  to  the  feeling  of  the 
country,  and  by  masterly  inactivity  is  bringing  the  company- 
ijuestion  back  to  the  condition  in  which  the  House  of  Lords 
left  it  in  1880,  but  with  the  accumulation  of  difficulties 
which  has  gatliered  in  that'  time.    Then  the  opportunity  for 
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amendment  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  was  deliberately  frittered 
away,  owing  to  the  supineness  of  a  Council  which  had  the 
minimum  regard  for  trade  interests  and  the  maximum  respect 
for  professional  status.  It  has  taken  all  these  years  to 
educate  our  pharmaceutical  leaders  up  to  the  sticking-point. 
The  point  of  attack  presented  itself  lirst  in  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor's amendment  to  tlie  Pharmacy  Bill,  and  that  was 
refused.  The  Corajianies  Acts  Amendment  Bill  offers  now 
an  even  more  favourable  opportunity  for  striking  at  the  evil 
which  threatens  to  extinguish  individual  pharmacy,  and  tlie 
trade  has  forged  a  weapon  for  the  attack  ;  but  the  nerveless 
grasp  of  the  Council  appears  too  feeble  to  hold  it.  We 
are  now  within  a  fortnight  of  the  opening  of  Parliament 
and  the  probable  resurrection  of  the  Companies  Bill, 
but  the  drug-trade  of  the  country  is  more  in  the  dark 
than  ever  as  to  Imw  its  case  in  respect  to  company- 
])harmacy  is  to  be  submitted  to  Parliament.  We  do  not 
overlook  the  President's  recent  letter  to  the  Board  of  'J'rade  : 
tliat,  indeed,  is  the  reagent  which  has  precipitated  the  dead- 
lock. The  section  of  the  Council  members  who  do  not  wish 
to  touch  the  company-question  at  all  take  the  letter  as 
reasonable  excuse  for  the  present  inaction  We  stand, 
therefore,  wliere  we  did  at  the  beginning  of  November  (wo 
precious  months  luue  passed  without  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  makinii'  any  jireparation  for  the  Parliamentary 
Session,  and  the  drug-trade  throughout  the  country  has, 
meanwhile,  expressed  its  sentiments  on  the  question,  freely 
and  collectively  promising  to  give  the  Council  its  support  in 
any  reasonable  plan  whicli  it  may  adopt  to  have  the  trade- 
opinion  used  for  amending  the  pharmacy  clause  in  the 
Companies  Bill.  It  should  be  clearly  understood  that  the 
President's  letter  has  not  been  submitted  to  or  endorsed  by 
the  Council.  The  fact  that  a  meeting  has  been  held  since  it 
.was  published,  and  an  opportunity  to  bring  it  before  the 
Council  was  presented  by  Mr.  Glyn-.Tones  and  refused,  is  a 
reflection  upon  the  authority  ot  the  letter  wliicli  almost 
amounts  to  a  disclaimer. 

The  events  of  the  past  few  months  force  us  reluctantly  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  Council  is  hopelessly  out  of  sympathy 
with  its  constituents.  'J'his  is  a  fate  which  has  dogged  the 
rharniaceutical  Society  during  the  jjast  fifty  years,  and  it  is 
not  surprising  that  it  should  be  so  when  the  fact  is  borne  in 
mind  that  changes  in  the  Council  representation  have  never 
been  so  radical  as  to  affect  the  traditional  policy.  Tlie  few 
new  members  wlio  have  come  into  it  now  and  then  have  per- 
force dropped  into  the  old  methods,  and  there  has  never  been 
an  infusion  of  new  blood  sufficiently  powerful  to  effect  a 
change  in  the  organism.  The  Coiuicil  lias,  honourably  enough, 
endeavoured  to  perpetuate  the  atino.spliere  created  by  the 
distingui.shed  founders  of  the  Society  ;  and  in  re.spect  to  the 
traditions  which  inculcate  special  attention  to  the  consolida- 
tion of  the  Society  as  a  voluntary  organisation,  the  greater 
work  entntsted  to  it  l)y  (lie  1868  I'haniiacy  Act,  of  conserving 
the  trade  interests  of  all  who  are  on  the  register,  has  been 
indifferently  attended  to— as  the  ju'csent  deadlock  admirably 
illustrates.  During  the  past  dozen  years  members  have  been 
returned  to  (he  Council  who  expected,  and  were  expected,  to 
break  down  I  lie  routine  cliara(-ter  of  the  Council's  work  and 
to  extend  its  interests,  but,  with  a  few  exceptions  all  have 
become  prosaic  supporters  of  the  traditional  policy.  W'r 
may  instance  Messrs.  W.  G.  Cross,  John  JIarri.son,  and  (i.  T'. 
W.  New.sholme  as  amongst  that  class.  Each  entered  IIm' 
Council  as  a  freelance,  and  has  become  a  Vicc-Presideii(  and 
appropriately  ortliodox.  We  also  recall  the  efforts  of  Messrs. 
(.iwilym  Evans  and  James  Watt  to  break  down  the  t  raditional 
sy.stem  which  governs  the  Council's  affairs  and  its  admiiiistra- 
tion  of  the  Pliarinacy  Act.  Botli  retired  because  they  found 
it  waste  of  time  and  energy.    Now  we  have  indications  f  om 


Mr.  Glyn-Jones  in  his  speeches  at  Blackburn  last  week,  (hat 
his  virile  efforts  to  liberalise  the  Council  in  effort  and  policy 
are  blocked.  He  succeeded  in  defeating  the  Jjaw  and  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  on  the  conipany-que.stioii  two  moiitlis 
ago,  and  gave  an  indication  of  the  policy  which  should  be 
preferred  before  the  committee's  policy,  but  his  efforts  have 
been  paralysed  Ijy  the  inner  workings  of  Bloomsbury.  \tt 
every  meeting  which  he  has  addressed  in  the  iirovinccs  has 
supported  him.  When  this  is  considered  along  with  the 
burking  of  his  efforts  on  the  Council,  the  electors  must  see 
that  there  are  only  two  ways  out  of  the  difficulty — either  to 
get  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  off  the  Council  as  an  inelfectual  member 
or  return  at  the  earliest  opportunity  seven  others  like  him, 
who  will  be  destitute  of  the  traditional  sense  which  hallows 
memories  and  is  blind  to  present  opportunities.  This  is 
really  a  matter  of  pre.ssing  importance,  and  the  enlarged 
electorate  of  the  Society  should  give  it  their  earnest  consider- 
ation, with  a  view  to  energetic  action  at  the  next  election. 

Agent  or  Seller. 

Thio  decision  of  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  in  the  a]i]:(  :il 
by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  auainst  the  finding  of  the 
Worcester  County  Court  Judge  (Sir  P.  Hariiijitoii)  that  a 
florist  who  took  an  order  and  the  money  for  a  ] irepara(  ion 
of  arsenic  did  not  sell  poison  is  not  sui  pri.-ing.  'J'lie 
'defendantwascharged.cn  August  8,  with  ••  having  sold  or 
kept  open  shop  for  retailing,  dispensing,  or  compounding  of 
poisons."  All  he  did  was  to  take  the  order,  the  name  and 
address  of  the  purchaser,  and  the  money  for  the  article.  He 
forwarded  the  order  to  the  Boundary  Chemical  Company, 
for  whom  lie  acted  as  agent.  The  company  executed  the 
order,  and  allowed  the  defendant  a  commission  upon  it.  It 
was  proved  that  defendant  did  not  keep  the  l  oison.or  any 
other,  in  his  shop,  and  the  Judge  held  that  he  was  the  agent- 
and  not  the  seller.  The  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  the 
decision,  were  exactly  of  that  nature  wliicli  may  lead  to  e.\- 
tensive  evasion  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  especially  the  exclusion 
of  that  contact  between  the  buyer  and  seller  which  the 
Pharmacy  Act  requires,  and  which  the  Arsenic  Act  was 
especially  framed  to  ensure.  The  company  that  delivered 
the  arsenic  to  the  purchaser  was  fined  under  the  Pharmacy 
Act  for  illegal  sale  si.x  weeks  before  the  present  case  was 
tried. 

From  the  general  legal  point  of  view  the  case  is  interesting, 
The  Society  relied  for  its  contention  that  the  defendant  was 
the  seller  upon  the  Templeman  v.  Trafford  case  and  the 
equally  well-known  Pharmaceutical  Society  r.  Wheeldon 
case,  neither  of  which  was  quite  similar  to  the  Worcester 
one.  In  the  first-mentioned  the  defendant  Trafford  was 
sued  under  the  17th  section  of  the  Act  for  selling  poison 
improperly  labelled.  The  defence  was  that  defendant  sold 
the  poison  as  the  agent  of  a  registered  chemist,  whose  label 
it  bore,  and  for  whom  he  acted  as  a  servant.  He  was  con- 
victed, and  the  Queen's  Bench  upheld  the  conviction.  The 
Wheeldon  case  is  the  historic  one  in  which  Mr.  Justice 
Hawkins  upheld  the  correctness  of  a  County  Court  Judge's 
decision  that  any  assistant  who  sells  poison  on  behalf  of  a 
principal  must  be  qualified.  In  other  cases  in  wliicli  the 
question  of  agency  came  in,  and  in  which  convictions 
uni\'r  the  17th  section  were  obtained,  the  so-called 
anient  liandled  the  poisons.  We  presume  that  in  relying  upon 
(he  'I'rafl'ord  and  Wheeldon  decisions  the  Society's  counsel 
(ricd  to  make  tlie  best  of  a  weak  case,  for  the  Worcester  one 
was  not  parallel  with  these,  while  it  was  taken  under  the  15th 
section,  and  the  charge  of  selling  was  complicated  by  the 
addition  of  the  charge  of  keeping  oiien  shop  for  retailing. 
'J'he  Ccuntv  Coiiit  Judge  pointed  (.ut  that  the  I'oui.dniy 
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Chemical  Company,  not  thi'  flurist,  were  the  sellers  in  this 
instance,  and  in  the  case  of  other  goods  than  poison  that  is 
incontrovertible  considerina'  thecircnmstances  of  the  ca^eand 
the  law  of  agency.  The  Queen's  Bench  has  upheld  the  decision, 
.Mr.  .fustice  Grantliam  ])ohiting  out  that  Hi"  defendant  was 
merely  a  conduit-pipe  to  iiitniduce  one  person  to  another.  He 
illus' rated  tlie  nature  of  the  ease  by  sujjposinga  person  werit 
into  a  chemist's  shop  to  buy  rat-killer,  .saw  a  Ixiy  ser\  ing  in 
the  shop,  and  told  him  what  lie  wanted.  'J'he  boy  might 
then  direct  the  purchaser  to  go  to  his  master,  who  was 
s  -rN  ing  at  another  counter,  or  olfer  to  tell  Ihe  master  himself 
what  the  purchaser  re(iuired.  'J'lien  if  the  master,  a  qualitied 
man,  supjlied  the  poison,  it  could  not  be  said  that  the  boy 
was  the  seller.  We  do  not  think  this  is  sound  argument,  the 
supposititious  case  being  quite  different  from  the  Worcester 
nne,  where  the  defendant  was  the  intermediary  between 
the  purchaser  ami  the  alleged  seller  in  everything  but 
handing  over  tlie  poison.  If  agency  solely  had  been 
the  ground  for  dismissing  the  appeal,  there  would 
liave  b.'en  i-leiider  hop?  of  success  in  carrying  the  case 
further,  but  there  apjiears  to  be  good  ground  for  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  per-ievering  with  the  appeal.  Should  the 
interpretation  of  thi'  law  b'  established  it  would  lead  to 
open  violation  of  tli"  Piiai  niacy  Act.  as.  for  examph',  by  drug- 
stores conducted  by  uiiqualiri 'd  persons  taking  orders  for 
poisons  in  Part  2  of  the  Schedule  for  execution  at  an 
attiliated  store  c  )ntrolled  by  a  quaiiKel  ])ers m.  Tii  ■  Act' 
contemplates  that  persons  keeping  o]ien  sliop  for  retailing 
poisons  shall  s'c  or  know  the  piircliascr.  and  (his  agency 
arrangement  defea'.s  tliat  oliject.  It  is  oljvioiis  that  tlu^ 
unqualified  agent  undertakes  part  of  the  duties  iiirios 'd  by 
the  statute  upon  tlie  (]ualilied  seller,  and  this  delegation  is 
ele;irly  eiiiiti  ary  to  the  spirit  of  tlie  Act.  ]  f,  therefore,  the 
Queen's  Peiich  decision  is  ultimately  eonfinued  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society,  as  custodians  of  tlu'  I'lianuae v  Act. 
will  have  exeellent  r(>ason  for  asking  Ciowniinent  assistance 
in  strengthening  the  Act  so  that  the  agency  arrangement 
will  not  sap  its  str(>ngtli  as  the  campany  principle  h:is  done. 
Meanwliile  the  princijials  in  cases  where  poisons  of  the  first, 
part  of  the  Schedule  are  the  articles  sohl  through  agents 
should  be  vigorously  prosecuted. 


The  Pheno!  Proclamation. 

Ai/riioi'CH  the  I""oreign  OHice  has  recently  l)een  giving 
chemical  manufacturers  and  merchants  warning  regarding 
the  exportation  of  phenol  and  products  closely  allied  to 
it,  last  Saturday's  proclamation  by  the  Queen  (see  page  84), 
has  come  upon  the  trade  as  a  tlnmder-clap,  and  it  has  already 
somewdiat  paralysed  action  in  certain  directions.  The 
essential  object  of  the  proclamation  is  to  prevent  our  enemies 
getting  supplies  of  high  explosives,  of  wdiich  lyddite  and 
melinite  are  the  best  examjiles  and  whicli  contain  nitro-deriva- 
tives  of  cresol  or  phenol.  The  Foreign  Office  suspects  that 
cDntinental  manufacturers  of  explosives  have  l)ecn  sending 
these  substances  out  to  the  Transvaal  since  the  war  broke 
out,  and  this  extreme  method  of  stopping  supplies  has  been 
adoptxl.  The  raw  material  most  u.sed  on  the  Continent  is 
one  or  other  of  the  crcsols  which  are  exported  to  a  very  large 
extent,  especially  to  France,  for  the  manufacture  of  melinite. 
Europe  as  a  whole  depends  upon  Great  Britain  for  a  goodly 
proportion  of  the  cresols  and  phenols  that  are  used  for  all 
p  irposes  of  conservation  and  destruction,  so  that  the  pro- 
clamation not  only  affects  the  explosives  industry,  but  will 
seriously  interfere  with  the  production  of  many  synthetic 
compounds  in  which  cresols  or  phenols  are  used,  including 
salicylic  acid.  Apart  from  this  our  colonics  and  extra- 
European  foreign  customers  lie  completely  debarred 


from  the  purchase  of  carbolic  acid  from  Great  Britain,  and 
as  there  are  now  enormous  quantities  exported,  a  great  deal 
of  inconvenience  will  be  occasioned.  It  appears  to  us  that 
the  complete  prohibition  of  export  and  coastwise  shipment 
is  an  exceedingly  extreme  measure  to  adopt,  and  that  before 
this  course  had  been  decided  upon  it  would  have  been 
advisable  for  her  Majesty's  representatives  to  confer  with  a 
few  chemical  authorities  with  thejview  of  formulating  restric- 
tions which  would  not  have  interfered  with  legitimate  trade, 
especially  trade  with  our  own  colonies,  India,  China  and 
Japan,  or,  indeed,  any  distant  part  of  the  world  from  which 
the  substances  could  not  be  returned  in  time  to  upset  the 
calculations  of  the  belligerent  parties.  We  understand  that  a 
meeting  of  the  chemical  section  of  the  London  Chamber  of 
Commerce  has  been  called  for  Monday,  with  the  view  to  dis- 
cuss the  whole  matter,  and  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be 
necessary. 

So  far  the  proclamation  has  had  no  effect  upon  the 
market-value  of  cresols  and  phenols.  This  is  partly  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  manufacturers  have  some  expectation 
of  the  Government  relieving  them  of  the  stocks  which  have 
by  the  proclamation  been  shelved  for  want  of  a  market ; 
but  hitherto  the  crcsols  have  not  been  used  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  lyddite,  and  there  is  no  evidence  that  our  Govern- 
ment is  pressed  for  the  material  required  in  the  manufacture 
of  this  exjslosive.  On  the  other  hand,  it  seems  absolutely 
certain  that  we  must  almost  immediately  pay  higher  prices 
for  salicylic  acid  and  salicylates  and  all  other  derivatives 
of  phenol  which  have  been  imported  into  the  country,  seeing 
that  the  German  production  of  phenol  is  so  limited  in  com- 
parison with  her  consumption  of  it  that  hitherto  we  have 
supnlieil  her  with  the  raw  material,  and  taken  it  back  in 
the  form  of  synthetic  products.  In  view  of  the  unsettled 
position,  London  agents  for  German  salicylic-acid  makers 
are  not  accepting  orders,  and  there  is  some  talk  of  applying 
the  force  iiifijetirc  clause  to  contracts.  It  is  obvious,  there- 
fore, that  the  proclamation  has  a  wider  influence  than  the 
authorities  may  have  anticipated.  It  may  be  a  blessing  in 
disguise,  so  far  as  salicylic  acid  is  concerned,  for  it  provides 
an  excellent  opportunity  for  chcKiists  to  begin  manufacturing 
salicylic  acid  in  this  country. 


Profiting  by  Experience. 

Chemis'i  s  and  druggists  in  the  Isle  of  Man  are  determined 
not  to  repeat  the  transgressions  of  their  brethren  "  of  the 
adjacent  island."  The  question  at  present  agitating  the 
minds  of  British  chemists  and  druggists  has-  evidently 
alarmed  them,  and  they  have  determined  to  nip  the  company 
evil  in  the  bud.  Fortunately  for  the  Isle  of  Man,  the 
company  octopus  (metaphor  is  the  fashion  at  present  when 
speaking  of  companies)  has  only  planted  one  tentacle  in 
their  domain  at  present,  but  they  fear  for  more,  and  the 
Bill  for  the  Regulation  of  the  Sale  of  Drugs  and  Poisons, 
which  is  waiting  the  sanction  of  the  House  of  Keys,  is  a 
good  opportunity  for  chemists  exercising  what  power  they  have 
in  the  matter,  espiecially  as  Mr.  Boot  has  already  had  his 
say.  The  Special  Committee  appointed  to  report  on  the 
weak  points  in  the  measure  sat  on  January  10,  and  a  depu- 
tation of  ten  chemists  was  in  attendance.  These  gentlemen 
had  retained  Mr.  Cruickshank,  High  Bailiff  of  Ramsey,  and 
one  of  the  leading  advocates  of  the  Island,  to  speak  for  themi 
and  he  did  it  well.  The  principal  objection  to  the  Bill,  he 
said,  was  in  regard  to  what  is  called  company-trading. 
Under  the  Bill  as  it  is  at  present  there  is  nothing  to  prevent 
a  company  directed  by  unqualified  persons  from  acting  as 
chemists  and  druggists.  It  is  the  same  in  England,  re- 
marked Mr.  CruicksluDik,  and  proposals   to  remedy  that 
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matter  had  been  upheld  by  no  less  eminent  an  authority 
than  the  Lord  Chancellor,  who  had  expressed  the  opinion 
that  companies  should  be  made  liable  for  breaches  of  the 
Act  of  1838.  Mr.  C'ruicksliank  brought  forward  all,  or 
nearly  all,  tlie  arguments  which  have  been  used  against 
company -pharmacy  within  tlie  past  year,  showed  the  defi- 
ciencies in  the  English  Act,  and  said  that  his  clients 
would  prefer  that  company-trading  should  be  prohibited 
altogether,  but  if  that  could  not  be  done,  then  com- 
panies should  be  made  liable  for  any  infringement  of  the 
Act.  The  principal  objection  in  England  to  interference  with 
drug-companies  was,  he  pointed  out,  tliat  tlie  practice  has 
grown  to  sucli  dimensions  that  there  would  be  interference 
witli  very  large  vested  interests  That  argument  docs  not 
apply  to  the  Isle  of  Man.  It  was  furtlier  argued  that  if  it 
was  considered  necessary  that  tlic  company  established  in 
the  Island  could  be  protected  by  a  retrospective  clause,  it 
ought  to  l)e  limited  to  the  one  shop  which  that  company 
had  now  established.  It  is  linteresting  to  us  to  learn  that 
the  learned  counsel  adopted  the  C.  ^- 1).  view  in  regard  to  the 
management  of  the  shops  of  companies  by  qualified  persons. 
That,  he  said,  was  unsatisfactory',  as  large  companies  are 
controlled  by  a  board  of  directors,  none  of  whom  need  be, 
and  few  of  whom  are,  qualified  persons,  and  tliese  men  con- 
trolled the  whole  concern  and  the  purchasing  of  the  drugs, 
so  that  the  qualified  man  had  to  act  entirely  at  the  bidding 
of  these  unqualified  mentors,  and  if  he  dared  to  complain 
of  the  management  of  the  directors,  or  of  im[(roper  conduct 
of  the  shop,  he  would  soon  get  his  dismissal.  This  admirably 
puts  the  danger  which  would  arise  in  the  event  of  the 
qualified-manager  suggestion  being  adopted.  Passing  from 
this  vital  question,  Mr.  Cruickshank  suggested  that  carbolic 
acid  and  its  poisonous  compounds  and  preparations  should 
be  added  to  the  Poisons  Schedule,  which  should  also  include 
]ihosp!iorus  and  vermin-killers  containing  phosphorus,  hydro- 
chloric acid,  sulphuric  acid,  sulpliate  of  copper,  chlorine 
and  its  poisonous  preparations,  and  red  oxide  of  mercury  and 
animoniatcd  mercury  with  their  preparations.  He  also  sug- 
gested that  some  definition  of  the  term  "  patent  medicine  ' 
should  be  inserted.  These  medicines,  ho  said  (on  the  authority 
of  his  clients),  are  distinguished  in  England  by  being  stamped 
))ut  we  would  point  out  that  the  patent  medicines  of  the 
Pliarmacy  Act,  1838,  have  been  held  to  be  medicines  which 
are  the  subject  of  letters  patent. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Redcliffe,  giving  evidence  in  support  of  Mr 
Cruickshank's  statement,  said  cliemists  generally  objected 
to  company-trading,  and  especially  to  companies  usurping 
title.s  which  implied  a  competency  which  they  did  not 
possess.  And  with  regard  to  qualified  managership,  he 
added  that,  besides  having  no  voice  in  the  choice  of  the 
chemicals  and  drugs  used,  tlie  qualified  assistant  was 
frequently  changed,  and  there  were  no  means  of  telling 
whether  succrossive  managers  brought  appropriate  qualifica- 
t  ions  ;  and  when  changes  in  the  manageineiit  were  so  frequent 
it  was  impossible  for  assistants  to  acquire  an  acquaintance 
with  peoi)le  in  the  town,  which  was  so  necessary  under  the  Act 
ill  regard  to  tlie  sale  of  poisons.  He  suggested  that  a  clause, 
luinging  within  the  .scope  of  the  Act  all  partnerships,  com- 
panies, and  associations,  or  any  other  corporate  body,  should 
be  included  in  tlu'  Bill,  and  tliat  every  person  in  charge  of  a 
shop  should  bi'  compelled  to  exhibit  a  certificate  of  his 
qualifications.  Mr.  Itedi^lifTc!  concluded  by  saying  that,  if 
their  tithes  were  protected,  the  chemi.sts  would  be  willing  to 
allow  a  limitation  of  seven  years  for  chemists'  widows  to 
dispose  of  their  businesses.  In  a  closing  speech 
urging  the  views  of  his  clients,  Mr.  Cruickshank  said 
that  liad  it  been  fully  understood  that  it  was  tlie  intention 
of  Mu'  English  Act  to  include  comnnnies.  and  that  only  a 


technicality  led  them  to  be  unrestricted,  the  Manx  Council 
should  certainly  have  corrected  such  a  manifest  error  in 
the  Bill.  The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  (Mr.,T.  T.  Cowell) 
promised  that  what  had  been  advanced  would  receive  the 
earnest  consideration  of  the  Committee,  and  they  hoped  to 
report  so  that  progress  might  b3  made  with  a  Bill  at  the 
sitting  of  the  House  of  Keys  on  January  16.  A  corre- 
spondent, who  was  present  at  tlie  interview,  states  that  he 
was  struck  with  the  painstaking  efforts  of  both  Chairman 
and  Committee  to  obtain  the  fullest  information  of  what 
the  chemists  want,  and  their  desire  to  meet  their  wishes  in 
every  way  was  evident. 

Since  the  foregoing  was  put  into  type  we  have  learnt  that 
consideration  of  the  Bill  was  resumed  in  llie  House  of 
Keys  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Cowell.  Mr.  Cruickshank 
obtained  leave  to  appear  on  behalf  of  the  chemists,  and  he  and 
Mr.  Cowell  explained  the  scope  of  the  Bill.  The  latter 
stated  that,  while  the  Committee  were  not  able  to  accept  all 
that  the  chemists  who  appeared  before  them  had  urged,  they 
recommended  for  adoption  a  clause  which  would  put 
companies  on  the  same  footing  as  individuals,  and  would 
also  cause  all  chemists'  shops  to  be  under  the  charge  of 
properly-qualified  persons — an  assurance  whicli  the  public 
does  not  possess  at  present.  The  Bill  was  passed,  and  the 
amendments  now  introduced  will  be  the  subject  of  con- 
sideration by  the  Legislative  Council.  The  terms  of  the  new 
clause  are  that  no  company  shall  carry  on  business  as 
chemists  and  druggists  unless  such  business  is  lona  fide 
conducted  by  a  manager  cr  assistant  being  a  duly-registered 
piiarmaceutical  chemist  or  chemist  and  druggist ;  and, 
further,  that  anything  which  would  bo  an  ofl:'i'ncc  under  the 
Act  if  committed  by  an  individual  shall  beanotfence  if  com- 
mitted by  a  company.  The  suggested  additions  to  the  poisons 
schedule  have  been  agreed  to.  We  have  not  yet  seen  the  Bill  as 
amended,  but  these  particulars  sufficiently  indicate  that  the 
chemists  of  the  Island  have  bv  their  action  scored  a  victorv. 


THE   STANDARD   FOR  DRUGS. 

We,-t  Ham  Solon  :  The  li.]'.  is  not  a  legal  standard  for  the 
sale  of  drugs.  tJo  away,  inv  guod  man,  and  compound  vour 
compound  rhubarb  powd(  r  just  as  you  please. 

East  Ham  Sages :  This  lime-water  is  nut  B.P.  We  must 
fine  yon  a  shilling  for  selling  it. 

High  Court  ,I\idges:  Bntli  wrong.    Call  more  e\  idei;ce. 

HOW   DO   WE  STAND? 

Mr.  W.  L.  Curric  is  iKjt  the  only  diic  who  asks  this  qiiey- 
tion  ill  regard  to  the  B.P.  as  a  legal  standard.  What 
astonislies  us  about  the  matter  is  that  so  many  leading  phar- 
macists are  surprised  to  find  that  what  Magistrates  uphold 
is  an  admitted  fact— viz.,  that  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  is 
not,  and  never  has  been,  a  standard  for  drugs  under  the 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts.  It  was  expressly  excluded 
from  the  Acts,  and  t here  is  nothing  in  the  law  authorising 
the  Pharmacopoeia  whirli  definitely  cvmverts  it  into  a  trade 
standard.  'the  decisidii  of  (  hief  Ju.stice  Coleridge  and 
.Justice  A.  L.  Smith  in  the  While  v.  Bywater  case  7>., 
May  21.  1887)  apjilicMl  solelv  to  the  facts  laid  before  t  Ih'm' 
.fudges  in  respect  to  I  iiiet  ure  of  opium.  'J'he  evid<'nee  was 
to  the  effect  that  the  term  'tiiu-ture  of  opium  "' is  iindei'- 
slood  in  the  trade  to  mean  the  tincture  of  tli(>  British  Phar- 
inaco]  (cia.  The  Sheffield  Magistrate  lucl  held  thai  when 
British  I'harmacopdia  tincture  of  opium  is  \v;iiited  it  mu.st 
bo  asked  for,  and  he  dismi.ssed  the  case.  The  Queen's 
Bench  Division  reversed  that  decision,  and  since  then  it  has 
generally,  but  not  invariably,  been  the  custom  of  Magis- 
trates to  take  the  British  Pharniacopcjcia  as  the  standard  lor 
medicines  mentioned  therein.  That  fa('t  apjiears  to  have 
b(>en  construed  to  mean  that  the  B.P.  is  binding  upon  the 
M  igistiate--.    (We  do  not  say  that  it  is  nut  liinding  upon 
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]-etailcrs.)  It  is  very  good  cvidencj  in  individual  cases  or 
individual  articles,  but  there  is  notliing  in  tlie  statutes 
imposing  its  standards  upon  retailers.  It  will  ba  seen, 
tlierei'ore.  that  it  is  really  loyalty  to  the  Li.P.  on  the  part  of 
])harinacists  which  has  given  the  binik  its  place  in  the 
(.'ourts.  for  evidence  that  any  jiarticidar  standard  of  tlie  li.V. 
is  not  followed  in  tlio  trade  has  sufliced  to  secure  tlie  dis- 
missal (if  cases — e.f/..  soda-water.  'J'his  w(Jidd  liave  been 
inipiKsililc  if  the  J!.r.  were  binding  in  law. 

THE  WEST  HAM  CASE. 

'J'he  chrniist  in  West  Ham  wlm  e  inviiu'.Ml  the  Magistrate 
there  that  the  I!. P.  is  jidt  tlie  standard  for  compound 
rhubarb  powdi-r  was  fortunate  in  his  defencj.  It  is  pretty 
certain  that  if  the  case  for  the  B.P.  were  put  b.:>fore  the 
Queen's  liench  tliero  would  be  decisive  declaration  in  favour 
I  if  the  I'liarniaciiproia  being  the  trade  standard.  That  is 
mi'rely  a  questinn  nf  evidence,  and  the  evidenc?  could  be 
overwhelming  to  the  t'tfect  that  the  jd'escrijition  for  Dr. 
Gregory's  powder  (w<'  ha\r  jiubli.shfd  a  facsimile)  is  exactly 
as  the  B.P.  formula,  and  the  question  of  nomenclature  could 
ijuickly  be  settleil.  In  the  al.isence  of  such  evidence  a 
fdever  advocate  can  be  sure  of  convincing  a  Bench  that  the 
B.P.  is  not  a  standard  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drug.s 
Acts.  There  is,  however,  one  aspect  of  the  question  which 
is  generally  overlooked.  An  Order  in  C^ouncil,  dated 
February  3.  1851,  declares  it  to  bo  illegal  for  "apothecaries 
and  others  whose  business  it  is  to  conijiound  medicines,"  &c., 
to  compound  or  make  any  me<lieine  named  in  the  London 
I'harniacopoeia 

in  any  other  manner  or  form  than  is  or  shall  be  directed,  pre- 
scribed, or  set  down  by  the  said  book,  and  according  to  the 
weights  and  measures  that  are  or  shall  be  therein  limited, 
e.xcept  it  sliall  be  by  the  special  direction  or  prescrii^tion  of  some 
learned  physician  in  that  behalf. 

The  Medical  Act,  1862,  provided  that  any  Act,  Order  in 
Council,  or  custom  relating  to  any  former  Pharmacopoeias 
should  be  deemed  after  the  publication  of  the  British  Phar- 
inacopccia,  to  refer  thereto.  This  applies  only  to  England, 
Wales,  and  Berwick-on-Tweed,  and  althougli  offending- 
])arties  "shall  not  only  incur  her  j\Iajesty's  just  di.spleasure, 
but  b..-  proceeded  against  fur  such  thi'ir  contempt  and 
offences  according  to  the  utmost  severities  of  the  law,"  the 
order  is  ])ractically  inoperative.  Anyway,  compounding  is 
not  selling. 

PECULIAR  SCOTS. 

Messrs.  Cummings  Brothers,  Dundee,  send  us  copies  of 
two  testimonials,  purporting  to  be  given  by  them,  which 
they  have  received  from  different  correspondents  in  England. 
Thes3  state  that  Mr.  David  Fettis  was  employed  by  them 
'•for  the  last  fourteen  months"  in  one  instance  and  "the 
last  si.^teen  months  "  in  another,  while,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
Jlr.  Fettis  was  in  Messrs.  Caramings  Brothers'  service  for  six 
months  only  up  to  November  last.  Any  chemist  who  receives 
similar  testimonials  should  communicate  with  Messrs.  Cnm- 
niings  Brothers. 

A  Hampstead  subscriber  (235/37)  also  informs  us  that  he 
took  into  his  employment  provisionally  an  a'^sistant  giving  the 
name  of  AV.  F.  Willii:s,  who  gave  Messrs.  Smith  Bowman 
and  Messrs.  Raimes,  Clark  &  Co.,  Leith,  as  references,  stating 
that  he  was  eighteen  months  with  the  former  and  four  years 
with  the  latter.  Messrs.  Smith  &  Bowman  have  replied 
that  they  never  had  anyone  of  that  name  in  their  employ- 
ment. Willins  "says  he  was  regularly  brought  up  to  the 
trade  in  Scotland,  and  went  up  for  the  Minor  last  June  at 
Edinburgh,  but  was  rejected  because  he  made  three  dozen 
pills  instead  of  three  only.  He  is  a  fellow  about  27  or  28  ; 
fair,  about  5  feet  8  inches,  dressed  in  shabby  blue  serge,  and 
with  a  very  pronounced  Scottish  accent.  He  stated  that  he 
was  a  native  of  Thurso,  and  had  walked  from  Edinburgh  to 
T(  n  Ion  to  obtain  employment." 


SOCIETY  OF  CHEMICAL  INDUSTRY. 

We  understand  that  the  arrangements  for  the  annual 
meeting  of  this  Society,  to  be  held  in  London  in  July  (in 
the  week  before  that  proposed  for  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference),  are  making  good  progress.  It  is  proposed  that 
immediately  after  the  London  Session  of  the  Society  the 
members  shall  attend  the  International  Congress  of  Applied 
Chemistry  to  be  held  in  Paris,  and  already  the  members  of 
the  Society  have  been  circulated  respecting  a  special 
excursion  to  Paris.  The  London  members  of  the  committee 
who  are  making  arrangements  for  the  entertainment  of  the 
members  are  Messrs.  Boverton  Redwood,  W.  G.  Blagd?n, 
Otto  Hehner,  Rudolf  Messel,  W.  F.  R?id,  A.  Gordon  Salamon, 
Thomas  Tyrer,  and  A.  R.  Ling  (secretary). 

MODERN  INSTANCES. 

Some  weeks  ago  we  casually  mentioned  the  case  of  a 
Minor  candidate  who  between  the  isractical  portion  of  the 
examination  before  the  Edinburgh  Board  and  tlie  oral  was 
seized  with  rheumatic  fever.  In  that  condition  he  presented 
himself  for  the  oral  examination  (temperature  104°  F.  or 
thereabouts),  and  was  wisely  ordered  to  go  home.  That 
young  man  has  been  treated  as  a  candidate  who  has  failed 
duly  to  attend  an  examination  at  the  time  appointed  and  has 
to  pay  a  fee  of  one  guinea  when  he  goes  up  again.  The 
Edinburgh  Board  considered  the  case  one  of  the  "  unavoid- 
able or  proper  causes  "  which  are  let  off  with  a  shilling,  but 
Bloomsbury  red-tape  demands  the  guinea.  This  is  bad  enough, 
but  it  is  a  fleabite  compared  with  tlie  case  of  a  candidate 
who  entered  for  this  month's  examination.  Between  the 
time  he  paid  his  fee  and  the  date  fixed  for  the  examination, 
he  was  seized  with  an  illness  and  died.  Application  was 
made  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  (G.B.) 
for  the  return  of  the  fee,  but  it  was  refused  on  the  ground 
that  fees  are  never  returned  under  any  circumstances.  Per- 
haps it  is  because  the  by-laws  do  not  authorise  tlie  Secretary 
to  do  so.  Well,  we  mention  the  fact  in  order  tliat  the  com- 
mittee now  revising  the  by-laws  may  import  a  trifle  more 
common-sense  into  them,  and  try  to  save  the  Society  some  of 
the  vituperation  which  even  its  members  make  use  of  when 
they  e.xperience  the  liardness  of  cast-iron  officialism. 

NIPPERS   AND  MEDICINES. 

"  Onr  Military  Expert "  who  writes  about  the  war  in  the 
JJaily  News  has  been  giving  advic^  as  to  the  equipment 
necessary  for  those  going  out  to  the  war.  After  counselling 
correspondents  not  to  rely  too  much  on  nippers,  he  lets 
them  into  a  few  medical  secrets.  Permanganate  of  potash 
is  a  thing  well  worth  carrying,  as  "  a  very  few  crumbs  dis- 
solved in  water  makes  the  strongest  Condy's  fluid  in  all  its 
substantial  qualities."  As  finally  used,  "  the  coloured  water 
can  scarcely  be  too  ]:ale  in  colour,"  and  is  useful  for  innu- 
merable purposes.  A  few  drops  are  a  safe  remedy  against 
most  germs,  and  it  is  an  extremely  wholesome  thing  to  have 
about  a  room  or  tent  in  open  vessels,  "  where  there  is  reason 
to  fear  that  there  may  be  cause  for  impurities  in  the  air." 
The  latter  contingency,  we  should  think,  is  very  often  likely 
to  happen.  For  dysentery  "  a  certain  quantity  of  castor  oil 
with  Fowler's  (!)  sedative  solution  of  opium  "  is  the  best 
remedy.  To  avoid  malaria  care  is  to  be  taken  to  be  well  off 
the  ground  both  in  sleeping  and  moving.  Balloons  or  stilts 
seem  to  be  called  for  here.  Such  curiosities  sliow  that 
military  experts  are  by  no  means  exijerts  in  medical  matters, 
and  involuntarily  cause  one  to  hea  vily  discount  their  military 
expertness. 


Englishmen  are  deeply  interested  in  the  War,  but  I 
doubt  if  many  would  go  the  length  of  a  fellow-countryman 
wdio  committed  suicide  in  New  York  the  other  day  becaise 
he  was  worried  lest  the  British  would  be  beaten  by  the 
Boers. — (^The  Mroi  from  Londoii). 
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Notices  of  meetings  to  be  held  are  inserted  under  "  Coming 
Events."  If  meetings  are  not  attended  by  reporters,  secre- 
taries of  associations  would  oblige  by  communicating  with 
the  Edi  or. 


North- East  Lancashire  Chemists' 
Association. 

A  MKKTING  of  the  Noith-East  Lancasliire  Cheini.-ts'  A.sso- 
ciatioii  was  held  at  Blackbiim  on  January  11,  to  hear  an 
address  from  Mr.  AV.  S.  Glyn-Joiies  upon  the  advantao:es  of 
the  C'heniists'  Defence  Association  (Limited).  There  was  a 
good  attendance.  Councillor  Critchley  (the  President)  occu- 
pying- the  chair. 

Mr.  Gly.\-Jon"ES  said  that  one  of  the  reasons  which  made 
liim  glad  to  visit  Blackburn  was  curiosity  as  to  the  Xortli- 
East  Lancashire  Chemists'  Association,  of  which  they  had 
heard  so  much.  (Laughter.)  His  first  impression  was  that 
if  other  towns  of  the  importance  of  Blackburn  could  show 
meetings  of  that  size  and  character  pharmacy  on  both  its 
professional  and  trade  sides  would  be  in  a  very  much 
better  position  than  it  was  at  the  present  time.  He  did  not 
think  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  so  far  recognised  the 
power  for  good  or  evil  which  local  Associations  might 
exercise.  As  to  the  merits  of  the  Defence  Association,  it 
was  notorious  that  it  was  the  ndnority  which  joined  trade- 
organisations  and  which  worked  and  paid  to  secure  benefits 
of  which  the  wliole  body  of  chemists  reaped  the  advantage. 
Therefore  the  P.A.T.A.  welcomed  the  ojiportunity  of  giving 
to  flieir  members  in  the  Defence  Association  soiiuthing  to 
whicli  only  members  would  be  entitled. 

The  CiiAiiiMAN,  in  expressing  himself  in  favour  of  the 
Association,  quoted  a  ca.sc  which  had  come  nnder  his  own 
personal  observation  to  prove  that  expert-knowledge  wo\dd 
have  been  most  valuable  to  the  chenu.st's  solicitor. 

Councillor  Shorrock  (Darwen)  observed  that,  as  a 
member  of  the  old  Birmingham  Association,  he  highly 
approved  of  the  Defence  Association,  which  he  shoidd  join. 
A  most  vexatious  metiiylated-spirits  prosecution  in  which 
he  had  been  interested  might  have  been  avoided  had  he  had 
the  conmiand  of  the  services  of  a  lawyer  wlio  understood  the 
Acts  bearing  upon  the  matter.  As  to  the  patent-medicine 
business  which  it  was  proposed  to  regulate,  he  wished  it 
were  out  of  existence.  A  great  nnstake  had  been  made  in 
reducing  the  licence  to  5s..  aird  he  was  of  opinion  that  if  it 
were  raised  to  21.  many  of  those  now  selling  patent  medi- 
cines would  give  them  up  and  allow  the  rest  to  make  a 
decent  profit. 

Mr.  Hoi/r  remarked  that  the  defence-scheme  was  a  capital 
one,  but  he  should  like  to  a.sk  why  did  Mr.  Glyn-.Tones  give 
away  the  position  as  to  the  practice  of  p)harmacy  as  he 
did  on  the  I'harmaceutical  Cotmcil 

Mr.  11.  Lord  Gifford  appreciated  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Glyn-.Tones  as  to  the  minority,  which  had  to  do  the  work  for 
the  whole  body,  and  if  the  majority,  who  took  advantage  of 
the  work  of  the  iniiioi-ity,  woidd  be  a  little  more  liberal  in 
their  views  and  a  little  more  tolerant  of  other  workers  it 
would  be  a  good  thing. 

Mr.  Gi.YN-JoNKS,  in  reply,  said  that  Mr.  Holt  had  expressed 
tlie  opinion  that  the  work  of  taking  up  prosecutions  should 
come  within  the  province  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
He  quite  agreed  that  it  was  the  proper  work  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  and  he  was  ceitain,  that  that  Society  had 
not  in  the  past  done  enough  of  such  work.  It  would,  how- 
ever, be  useful  for  chemists  to  have  an  association  tliat 
would  be  able  to  free  the  hands  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
in  such  nuitters,  while  there  were  prosecutions  which  it 
would  not  be  to  their  interests  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Socif  ty  slujuld  take  u]'.  but  which  an  independent  as.so- 
ciation  might  take  u]i  willi  ad\antage.    As  to  the  question  of 

C 0 M  r .\ N ^  - P II .M i M .\ C Y 

h3  should  not  like  them  for  a  moment  to  think  that  he 
was  sacrificing  the  pi  sition.     'J'iie  position  which  he  was 
accused  of  relinquishing  was  one  wdiich  had  really  never 
heo.n  occupied^ owing  to  the  supineness  and  apparent  in-- 
(Utl'erence  or  incompcf cnCe  of  the  jii^u  who  ljiid  constituted 


the  Pharmaceutical   Council  for  the  last  twenty  years, 
Certain  decisions  were  given  against  them,  and  those  of  the 
Council  who  waited  for  the  members  of  the  Society  to  lead 
them  instead  of  leading  the  trade  let  the  opportunity  pass, 
and  were  guilty  of  a  breach  of  trust  which  it  w-as  unfair  to 
suggest  that  those  who  came  to  the  Council  twentyyears  too 
late  were  responsible  for.     He  was  not  a  man  to  abandon 
any  position  he  had  the  slightest  chance  of  maintainirg,  and 
was  quite  prepared  to  be  one  of  a  deputation  from  the  Society 
to  ask  the  Government  for  everything  he  believedthey  had  the 
right  to  claim.   But  he  did  contend  that  in  the  event  of  their 
getting  a  straight  "No, "'a  definite  refusal,  from  the  Government 
they  should  be  jjrepared  to  fall  back  on  the  next  best  thing 
for  them  rather  than  let  their  opponents — Mr.  Jesse  Boot  ami 
his  kind — in  conjunction  with  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  the 
Government,  make  arrangements  to  suit  themselves  and  not 
the  Society.     For  twenty  years,  he  was  told,  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  had  been  trying  to  get  Bills  into  Parliament 
which  would  remedy  that,  but"  he  \^as  convinced  that  no 
private  Bill  woidd  stand  the  ghost  of  a  chance.    Their  only 
chance  was  to  get  the  Government  to  see  their  position.  If 
the  Government  refused,  let  them  not  refuse  the  opportunity 
to  get  a  good  step  in  advance  because  they  could  not  have 
everything  they  had  a  right  to  get.    They  were  in  a  rather 
helpless  position,  but  ho  refused  to  take  the  responsibility  of 
giving  away  something  which,  through  the  supineness  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  they  had  never  possessed.    As  to 
Mr.  GifTord's  remarks  about  minorities,  some  of  those  on  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council,  as  well  as  in  other  walks  of  life, 
would  be  very  glad  if  some  of  the  ininorities  would  not  be 
quite  so  mucii  in  evidence.  He,  himself,  had  great  sympathy 
with  the  minority,  as  unfortunately  he  found  himself  in  that 
position  almost  every  luonth.     His  experience  was  that 
unless  a  minority  was  "particularly  noisy  it  stood  not  a  shadow 
of  a  chance  against  the  majority. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  GuijISH.VW,  secon<led  by 
PUKNKI.L,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  acct)rded  to  ]\lr.  (ilyn-Joni-. 
who,  in  responding,  said  it  would  be  well  if  the  (itliccrs 
and  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  got  into  touch 
with  Societies  like  the  North-East  Lancashire  Chemihts" 
Association,  and  answered  the  questions  which  they  as 
members  were  entitled  to  ask.  He  hoped  they  would  gi\e 
him  credit  for  having  his  own  welfare  and  that  of  his 
brother  chemists  at  heart.  Between  the  position  he  held 
and  that  of  the  Noith-East  Lancashire  Association  there; 
was  onlv  the  difference  of  a  sheet  of  paper.  If  the  Associa 
tion  did  him  the  honour  to  ask  him  to  come  down  and 
discuss  the  matter,  in  public  or  in  private,  he  should  be  very 
glad  to  avail  himself  of  the  o])portunity. 


Irish  Pharmacists'  Assistants'  Association. 

Ox  January  12  Dr.  J.  A.  Walsh,  M.C.P.SJ.,  delivered  a 
lecture  on  "Nerves"  to  the  above  Association,  at  the  X.L. 
Cafe,  Dublin.  About  thirty  persons  were  present,  including 
Mr.  G.  D.  Beggs  (President  P.S.I. ),  Dr.  J.  C.  McWalter, 
and  Mr.  J.  T.  Turner,  P.S.I. 

Dr.  Walsh  advocated  the  study  of  the  action  of  drugs 
upon  the  body,  and  particularly  upon  the  nervous  system, 
and  urged  the  necessity  for  the  pharmacist  having  some 
knowledge  of  the  arrangement  and  structure  of  the  nerves, 
but,  he  added,  he  did  not  intend  that  such  knowledge  should 
l>e  applied  to  the  development  of  counter-prescribing.  Of  the 
usefulness  of  a  knowledge  of  therapeutics  to  the  pharmacist 
there  could  be  no  question.  Most  of  them  cculd  call  to 
mind  occasions  when  they  had  been  handed  a  bundle  of 
prescriptions  by  a  customer,  with  the  statement  that  one  was 
for  his  liver  and  another  for  influenza  or  asthma,  but  he  did 
not  know  which  was  which.  He  would  be  a  very  sorry 
pharmacist  who  could  not  solve  the  ditticulty. 

Materia  medica  and  therapeutics  were  closely  connected, 
and  should  be  studied  together.  In  some  of  the  older  work.s 
upon  materia  medica  a  very  good  arrangement  obtained  of 
grouping  trgether  the  various  drugs  according  to  their 
therapeutical  action.  The  lecturer  then  proceeded  to  de- 
scribe the  appearance  of  a  nerve.  Before  commencing  his 
jTiedical  .studies  he  imagined  that  a  nerve  was  a  kind  of 
vague  ethereal  substance,  not  a  tangible  body  :  bui  upon 
commencing  to  dissect,  and  having  removed  the  outer  layer 
of  skin  apd,  fat.  he  came  upon  a  number  of  slender  thread- 
like strirg.'i  scmewhat  like  fine  Iwire    these  were  nerves 
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containing  an  internal  nei  ve-fibre  and  an  outer  protective 
sheath.  A  slide  was  the)i  shown  of  a  section  of  the  Atlantic 
cable,  which  was  contrasted  with  a  section  of  a  n?rve. 
Another  slide  illustrated  the  arran.i?em^nt  of  the  nerves  in 
the  body,  the  spinal  cord  arising  in  the  brain  and  terminat- 
ing in  the  base  of  the  spin\  The  spinal  cord  lias  a  twofold 
use  :  it  conveys  sensory  impulses  to  the  brain  and  carries 
back  motor  impulses  from  the  brain.  Tlie  nerves  connecting 
the  cord  with  different  parts  of  the  body  are  arranged 
symmetrically  on  b  )tli  sides,  thirty-one  pairs  springing  from 
the  spinal  cord.  The  spinal  nerves  were  described,  the 
structure  of  nerves  from  cells,  ganglia — i.r.,  collection  of 
nerve-c 'lis,  anrl  refl 'X  action.  Photographs  of  the  brain 
were  shown  and  described  by  the  lecturer — the  cerebellum, 
the  centre  for  co-ordination  of  movement  :  the  cerebrum,  the 
centre  for  judgment,  will,  ideas,  and  the  higher  emotions. 
A  very  large  brain  does  not  necessarily  indit'ate  a  high  degree 
of  intelligence,  ljut  rather  tiio  number  of  markings  or  con- 
volutidus.  The  cranial  nerves  were  then  fully  dcscriljed. 
The  olfactory,  the  nerve  of  smell,  connected  witii  the  nasal 
mucous  mendiraii"  ;  the  optic,  c  )nnected  with  the  organ  of 
vision.  The  focussing  of  a  camera  was  contrasted  with  the 
changes  jiroduced  in  the  eye  for  viewing  distant  cr  near  ob- 
jects. The  thiril,  fourth,  and  »\x\h  nerves  are  connected 
with  th(>  external  nmscles  of  the  eye.  the  fifth  with  the 
trigeminus,  tlie  seventh  with  the  I'acial  nerve,  and  the  eighth 
with  the  auditory.  Finally,  tlie  structure  of  the  ear  was 
described,  with  the  arrangement  for  conveying  sound-waves 
Dr.  McW,\l/ri-:il,  in  jiroposing  a  vote  of  thanks,  statedthat 
after  Ir'aring  a  li^'turt^  containing  such  an  immense  anu)unt 
of  information  delivered  extempore,  tliey  might  well  plac3 
Dr.  ^Valsll  in  the  front  rank  of  intellectual  pharmacists. 


Edinburjfli  Chemists',  Assistants',  and 
Apprentices'  Association. 

A  MlOlCTIXi;  of  tin  Assoeiatiou  wa-;  Inld  at  35  York  I'l  i:c, 
Edinburgh,  on  January  10,  Mr.  Fraser  McDiarmid  (Presi- 
dent) in  the  chair. 

Mr.  A.  P.  Gh.MNGEH  read  an  interesting  historical  rcsii/iie 
on  "Cinchona:  Its  Introduction  into  Medicine,"  after  which 
Mr.  J.  (r.  MunDOCH  read  a  paper  on  "An  Apprentice's  Idea 
of  the  Retail  Drug-trade."  The  small  number  of  candidates 
for  the  Association  jjrizes  had  suggested  to  the  author  that 
apprentices  in  tlie  drug-trade  either  show  a  lack  of  studious 
liabits  or  are  reer\iite  i  from  the  dregs  of  other  professions. 
He  finds,  however,  that  it  is  (hie  to  the  long  hours  and  the 
fact  that  many  apjjrenticcs  have  not  such  an  amount  of 
])ractice  in  making  galenicals  as  would  make  them  interested 
in  tlieir  occupation.  Mr.  Murdoch  did  not  tiiink  the  em- 
ployer was  altogether  to  blame  for  this,  as  the  making  and 
standardising  of  certain  drugs  involved  expensive  apparatus 
and  much  time,  which,  when  expended  on  small  (juantities 
of  galenicals,  resulted  in  considerable  iinancial  loss.  Tlie 
remedy  for  this  state  of  atl'airs  was  for  the  apprentice  to  go 
over  the  Phainiaeo))(uia  and  make  small  (juantities  of  all 
the  preiiaratioiis.  'J'his.  liowevcr.  would  depend  on  the 
generosity  of  his  master,  and  would  bj  an  encroachment  on 
the  already  scanty  leisure  of  the  average  apprentice. 

Some  discussion  ensued,  and  the  authors  of  the  jiajers 
were  thanked. 

PnACTic.\L  Methods  of  Urine-analysis. — That  there  is 
a  growing  importance  to  the  physician  and  patient  that  the 
urine  of  the  latter  be  analysed  is  observed  in  the  numerous 
works  on  urine-analysis  being  publislied  and  the  extent  to 
which  in  some  of  our  text-bjoks  a  chapter  on  urine-analysis 
is  added.  That  the  analysis  of  urii.e,  from  both  a  chemical 
and  microscopical  standpoint,  is  a  hgitimate  field  for  the 
]5harniacist  is  evidenced  by  the  demand  for  instruction  in 
this  particular  field.  The  book  b?fore  us  is  a  fairly  accurate, 
clear,  simple,  and  practical  treatise  on  this  subject.  With 
the  exception  of  those  |iortions  treating  of  the  s]ie<-trii- 
seopt-  and  ]>olarise()|  e.  it  mayb'  said  to  be  useful  b.ir  the 
beginiK-r  who  has  no  opjiorl  unity  for  instruction.  AVe 
consider  it.  h  iwe\er.  far  more  (le>iralrli>  for  the  analyst,  if 
at  all  iK  ssible.  to  (  btain  a  co  ir.-e  of  instruction  under  a 
<■  inipetent  instructor  and  make  for  himself  a  series  of  type 
slides  of  urinarv  se  liment-^.  i:c. — Aw,  Joiir.  P'.Kirni.  {('.  D. 
otlice  :  l.v.  6^/.).' 


Ipbannaccutical  Society  of 
(5rcat  Britain. 


The  Registrar  has  furnished  ns  with  tlio  following  list  of 
those  who  pa.ssed  the  Major  and  Minor  at  the  oxaruiiiations 
held  in  London  this  month  : — 

M.uor  Examination'. 

Nineteen  candidates  were  examined ;  the  following  6 
jiassed : — 

Brittou,  Alfred  Brook 
Edwards,  John  Griftitli 
Noriuansell,  John  William 


Paterson,  Geor{j;e  Dcrweiifc 
Syke.s,  Henry  Vincent 
Taylor,  Samuel 


Minor  Examination. 

Three  hundred  and  fourteen  candi<la' es  were  examined 
the  following  76  passed  :  — 


Andrew,  Thomas  Anthony 

Aniiesley,  Sara 

Atkinson,  Wilfrid  Webster 

Bailey,  John  Herbert 

Baldwin,  Percy  Montague  H, 

Bennett  Oswald  Edward 

Bickford,  Harding 

Bothani,  William 

Browne,  Arthur  Hubert 

Burnett,  William 

Butler,  George  Edward 

Buxton,  Henry  Arnold 

Collins,  Alfred 

Coney,  Joyce  Muriel 

Cooper,  Tlioiuas 

Craven.  John  Swift 

Cree,  John  Thomas 

Crook,  Thomas 

Davies,  William 

Deane,  Annie  Margaret 

Dyson,  John  Arthur 

Earl,  Frederick  Greenwood 

Eastland,  Thomas  Nix 

Ewell,  Ernest  William 

Farquhar,  James 

Field,  William  Joy 

Finn,  Francis  Dudley 

Freeman,  Andrew  John 

Garside,  Arthur  William 

Gibba,  Harold  Kodier 

Greaves,  Sydney  Chater 

(iregson,  William  Arthur 

Haddock,  John 

Halstead,  Harold  Broughton 

Holroyd,  Asa 

Hopps,  William  Thomas 

Illingwortli,  Thomas  Bernard 

Johnson,  Frank 


Jones,  Rachel  Ellen 
Kent,  Arthur  Stanley 
Kilner,  Thomas  Cliarlesworth 
King,  Alfred 
Eaverack,  Ernest  Wilson 
Miller,  Alfred  Edward 
Missen,  Frederick  James 
Muscotfc,  Rowland  William 
Oldtickl,  Frederick  Charles 
Oxley,  Harold  George 
Phelps,  Alfred  Henry 
Pickup,  Ralph 
Pilgrim,  Horace  Grenville 
Poad,  John  Edward 
Potter,  Herbert 
Richards,  Ellis 
Ridge,  Percy  Littlewood 
Ringer,  Alick  Archdalc 
Roadknight,  Frederick  Arthur 
Roberts,  James 
Robinson,  James  Dugdale 
Rowlands,  David  Roger 
Russell,  Joseph  Frederick 
Russell,  Robert 
Sampson,  John  William 
Samways,  William  Edgar 
Scattergood,  William  J. 
Sharji,  Ernest  Thompson 
Skerrett,  Percy  William 
Sleigh,  Frederick  Beiitley 
Smalley,  Charles 
Tlieakston,  Thomas  Walburn 
Thompson,  Edwin  George 
Tibbit,  Leonard  Read 
Tonge,  Charles  Bursall 
Turner,  Levi 
Wilson,  Francis  Maurice 
Worth,  Arthur  James 


Examinations  in  Scotland. 

Ix  the  report  on  examinations  in  Scotland,  to  which  we 
referred  last  week,  Dr.  G.  Balfour  Marshall,  the  visitor, 
regrets  tliat  so  few  chemists  jiresent  themselves  for  the 
Major.  In  the  Minor  there  was  a  slight  improvement  in  the 
percentage  of  jiasses  last  year,  but  Dr.  Marshall  thinks  there 
is  not  likely  to  be  more  improvement  until  students  take 
more  advantage  of  the  existing  schools  of  pharmacy,  or 
until  a  compulsory  curriculum  is  introduced.  Botany  is 
mentioned  as  the  subject  to  which  students  give  least  at- 
tention, many  showing  no  practical  acquaintance  with  the 
subject.  The  following  are  the  results  in  the  Minor  exami- 
nation : — 

Examined,  484;  passed,  175;  failed.  309— viz.,  in  prac- 
tical work  175  (64  chemistry,  41  pharmacy,  and  70 
in  both),  botany  50.  chemistry  and  physics  35,  materia 
nuKlica  9,  prescriptions  8.  oral  pharmacy  21.  aggregate 
17.  Dr.  Marshall  explains  that  the  practice  of  stopping  a. 
candidate  whenever  he  fails  in  any  part  of  the  oral  examina- 
tion makes  it  impossible  to  give  a  percentage  of  the  rejec- 
tions in  eiich  subject.  Candidates  were  examined  on  the 
basis  of  the  new  Tharmacopceia  of  1898.  which  came  into 
force  last  January. 
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North  Brtrnsii  Branch. 

A  MEETING  was  held  on  January  17  at  33  York  Place,  Edin- 
burgh, Mr.  Peter  Boa.  Chairman  of  the  E.^ceciitive,  presiding. 

In  opening  the  proceedings  the  Chairma.v  alluded  to  the 
I0.S.S  which  the  Society  had  suffered  through  the  death  of 
Mr.  Daniel  Frazer,  with  whom  he  had  formerly  hjcn  as 
assistant,  and  spoke  in  eulogy  of  his  personal  qualities. 

The  first  paper  was  on 

COMMERCIAL  MYRRH  AND  POWDERED  MYRRH, 

by  Mr.  G.  F.  Merson,  F.C.S.  He  had,  he  said,  been  struck 
by  the  widely  dissimilar  characters  of  the  samples  of  myrrh 
he  had  obtained  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business,  and,  in 
examining  them,  he  had  been  unable  from  otticial  data  to 
say  that  they  were  other  than  what  the  Pharmacopoeia 
directed  to  be  used  in  the  preparation  of  the  tincture.  One 
sample,  on  ignition,  yielded  as  nmch  as  15  7  \>cv  cent,  of  ash, 
over  8  per  cent,  of  which  was  earthy  impurities  insoluble  in 
acid.  The  Pliarmacopa;ia  gave,  in  the  case  of  similar  gum 
resins,  asafetida  and  gamboge,  an  ash-liniit  and  a  spirit- 
.solubility  ;  but  there  was  neitlier  asii-liujit  nor  sjiirit-solu- 
bility  in  the  case  of  myrrh,  galbanum,  and  aiiniioniacum. 
It  might  be  said  that  no  special  harm  would  accrue  through 
tlie  presence  of  sand  and  other  extraneous  matters  in 
myrrli,  but  that  would  equally  ajiph'  to  gamboge  and  asa- 
fetida, yet  these  substances  were  safeguarded  from  adultera- 
tion. Mr.  Mersin  submitted  the  following  tables,  repre- 
senting the  aj  pi' Jximatc  composition  of  twenty-five  samples 
lio  had  examined  : — 

Taule  I. 
Lump. 


No. 

Trade-description 

Per  Cent. 

Soluble 
in  90  per- 
cent. 

Alcohol 

Per  Cent. 
Total 
Ash 

Per  Cent. 
Soluble 
Ask 

1 

Sorts,  parv.  com.  ... 

330 

15-7 

7-6 

2 

»i        }}  »» 

35-2 

9-8 

4-6 

3 

„         „     elect  ... 

35-6 

6-4 

4-4 

4 

„         „      OI)t.  ... 

35-9 

8-3 

5-5 

5 

„     pkd.  ... 

37-8 

4-5 

4-11 

6 

Elect,    „     elect  ... 

38-7 

3-0 

2-69 

7 

Sorts,    „  opt. 

39-4 

3-3 

2-16 

8 

„        „     elect  ... 

39-5 

3-1 

3-38 

9 

j    Elect,  50  years  old  ... 

40-0 

2-7 

2-77 

10 

Sorts,  parv.  elect.  ... 

45-7 

3-4 

3-3 

11 

j    Elect,  medium 

48'3 

2'8 

2  + 

Table  II. 
Powder. 


No. 


12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
?3 
24 
25 


Trade  description 


Per  Cent. 

Soluble 
in  90-per- 
ceut. 

Alcohol 


Pulv, 


Per  Cent. 
Total 
Ash 


Per  Cent. 
Soluble 
Ash 


33-8 

7-53 

4-98 

opt. 

36-8 

9-20 

5-30 

elect  ... 

380 

12-90 

7-20 

38-2 

10-84 

6-24 

eicct 

38-4 

5-70 

4-37 

38-8 

13-15 

6-51 

391 

8-10 

,S-40 

elect  ... 

40-6 

9-40 

6-00 

No.  II. 

41-0 

9-05 

4-90 

extra  elect  ... 

42-1 

5-00 

2-90 

No.  I  

43-4 

3-90 

3-76 

46-5 

3-50 

310 

46-6 

5-70 

3-80 

471 

3-50 

310 

tically  'all  soluble  in  dilute  hydrnrhloric  arid.  DitVering 
fitm"K.  Dietcrich  in  bis  Yiiir-'lr.i  h.  18£9.  he  ihonght  10  i  er 
cel. t.  as  the  limit  of  ai-h  allcwable  niuch  too  higli,  even  for 
pcjwdercd  niynh. 

Summarising  hi>  re.-ults  !Mr.  Merxiu  haiil — (l)myiili  is 
easily  obtainable  of  gond  (|uality.  and  is  n<jt  adultciatcd 
toanycxtei.t  except  by  the  inclusion  dI'  earthy  mat  ter.  w  hich 
can  be  readily  removed  by  sitting;  (2)  the  normal  ash  in 
good  soits  dois  not  exceed  5  )i(r  cent,  which  shdiild 
almost  entirely  soluljle  in  dilute  hydrochloric  acid  :  and  (3) 
1  gramnu-,  wlien  exhausted  by  £0  i)er  cent,  alcohol,  should 
leave  a  residue  which,  wlien  dried  at  100  degrees  C,  should 
not  weigh  nmre  than  0'60  granuue.  Mr.  Jlerson  followed 
this  with  a  paper  on 

TINCTURE  OK  MVRRir. 

Thi-  iiiM'sti^ations,  the  results  of  whi(!li  were  gi\fn  in 
this  paper,  were.  Mr.  Merson  said,  undertaken  to  ^eo 
whether  any  sjiecial  reason  existed  as  to  why  tincture  "f 
mvrrh.  which  was  made  by  nuiceration  and  jiercnlat ion  1)1 
the  1885  rditidu  of  tin-  Pharniacnpfcia,  shoidd  rcM-rt  to 
maceration  oidy. 

'J'he  restdts  were  tabulated  a^  IoIIdws  :  — 


In  these  tables  a  oortain  relationship  would  bi  noticed 
between  the  percentage  soluble  in  alcohol  and  the  (juant  ity 
of  total  ash  ])reseiit.  The ' liigher  the  yield  of  spirit-soluble 
matter,  the  lower  the  percentage  of  ash,  and,  with  the  ex- 
caption  of  the  first  four  samples,  the  total  ash  wa?  prac- 


Maceration. 


X».  of 
Powder 


20 
30 
40 


S),.  Gr. 
at  60°  F. 


•85044 

■85090 
•25192 


Resin  Un- 
dissolved 


Pci'  Cent. 
8-2 
3-7 
1-3 


Percolation. 


•85120 
•35183 
•35250 


Per  Cent. 
3^4 
1-5 
0^0 


This  showed  that  percolation  gave  distinctly  the  better 
tincture.  Not  only  was  the  sp.  gr.  higher  than  that 
of  th(!  tincture  made  by  maceration,  but  the  percentage  of 
undissolved  resin  in  the  exhausted  marc  was  considerably 
lower.  'J'he  time  taken  to  finish  the  tincture  was  inside  of 
twenty-four  hours,  as  against  .s(!ven  days  —  an  obvious 
advantage.  Solutitm  of  the  rcsino\is  principle  of  myrrh  was 
so  ra].id  that  a  percolator  should  be  chosen  relatively  large? 
com]  ared  with  the  bulk  of  powder  to  bi>  operated  on.  so  that 
the  tender.cy  to  clog,  which  was  troublescune  when  using  No. 
40  powder  iii  a  long  eohunn  of  marc,  might  be  obviated.  Tht- 
d(>]jt h  of  jxiwder  in  the  |)i'rcolator  sluudd  not  be  more  than 
t  wice  the  dianiet  er  of  t  he  low  er  jia  rt  of  t  hei)ercolator.  If  No.  30 
powder  w-cre  used  there  w-as  no  trouble  with  clogging.  Colour 
gave  no  indication  of  the  gravity  of  the  tincture,  or  of  any- 
thing ill  inverse  ratio.  High-coloured  tinctures  were  made 
from  inferior  giades  of  mvrrh.  'J'he  sp.  gr.  of  one  dark 
sample  he  f(unul  to  be  8174,  while  the  figure  for  a  standard 
tinctin-e  sluudd  not  fall  below  -850. 

In  the  discussion  which  followed  I\Ir.  DoTT  said  the  paper 
was  a  true  contribution  to  |jharmaceutical  knowledge.  Ti-sts 
like  those  undertaken  by  Mr.  Mersciii  were  a  very  valuable 
means  of  deternniiing  the  gemdneness  or  otherwise  of  drugs 
not  otherw-ise  easily  dcti  rmincd.  lie  thought  with  Mr. 
Mer.son  that  ])ercolat ion  was  a  better  nutliod  than  macera- 
tion, and.  whi-re  it  was  ))ennis,Mlile  and  praeticablo,  sho\d(l 
b(?  preferrc<l  to  nuiceration. 

Mr.  INNKS  KHASKK  agreed.  lb-  (o.i-idered  Xos.  16hw0 
as  an  a\-erai'e  coarse  jiowder.  He  tonnd  lli.'il  the  )  rice 
rcgulaled  the  c|uality  xcry  iniu  h. 

Dr.  ('<il  1,1.  ciirvol)uraleil  what  .Mr.  D  ill  said  with  regard  lo 
llu'  \alu(  III'  the  paiHi'.  j'eisonally  he  had  ne\ er  at  I  enipl  (  d 
lo  percolale  tin(-lure  of  niyiih.  owing  to  his  unswcr\ing 
loyallv  to  Ihe  I'harmacoi.dia.  allhoueh  llieif  were  nuin>- 
ineon.sistencies  in  il  :  and  he  found  that,  when  i)eople  gol 
something  better  than  )  re\  iously.  they  comphnned  because 
it  was  not  exactly  what  I  hey  had  before.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  CoWIE  also  thousibt  this  sort  of  work  di<l  more  good 
than  a  lircat  number  of  i^aiKUs  on  the  finished  jiroduct.  such 
as  tincf m-es.  If  the  crude  drug  were  correct,  so  would  t hi? 
finished  drug  be. 

Mr.  C.  F.  ]il';NI!V  saiil,  w  ilh  regard  to  connni  rcial  myrrh 
and  powd(  red  mvrih,  they  sIk  uld  not  b.  li.  ve  in  nanu-s  till 
they  had  proved  the  article  to  bi'  what  was  rei)resenle(i. 
The  results  of  Mr.  Merscus  calculations  of  tincture  of 
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myrrh,  to  his  view,  were  a  little  startling.  It  was  against 
tlieorv  to  percolate  certain  substances,  and  Mr.  Merson 
must  have  worked  with  pretty  pure  samples. 

Mr.  Glass  said  the  main  point  of  the  paper  was  the  fine- 
ness of  the  powder  used.  With  40  powder  it  was  nearly  ex- 
hausted by  maceration,  and  if  they  could  get  a  finer  powder 
he  s>ip]>os"ed  they  could  get  it  down  to  zero  altogether. 

Mv.  J.  E.  Hill  read  extracts  from  apologies  of  members 
containing  observations  on  the  subject.  One  member  ob- 
jected to  the  vague  expression  '■  coarse  powder."  Why,  he 
a-ked,  shoidd  myrrh  be  in  coarse  jxiwder  whilst  kino  was 
left  in  a  still  more  vague  condition,  powder,  and  asafetida 
bruised  .'  Wiiy  not  lie  accurate  and  consistent,  like  tlieir 
brothers  over  "the  seas  ?  The  U.S. P.  definitely  stated  that 
ciiar.sc  powder  was  20  powder;  there  .seemed  to  be  no 
uniformity  as  to  what  was  meant.  Mr.  Lunan  said  one  in 
tvn  would  have  been  better,  because  for  all  purposes  for 
which  it  was  used  full  strengtli  that  was  .strong  enough,  and 
mucli  less  liable  to  give  clots  of  resin  when  mixed  in 
garLrles,  and  it  could  be  more  thoroughly  extracted  by  men- 
.struum,  being  less  dry,  the  prc)portion  of  solvent  being 
greater.  'J  lu^  public  did  not  see  any  difference  between  the 
new  tincture  and  the  old,  and  wondered  why  they  should  be 
charged  eightpence  for  the  new  and  sixpence  for  tlie  old. 
!\Ir.  j)unlop  (Glasgow)  wrote  th;it  he  ])ref erred  percolation 
to  maceration.  He  hail  beside  liim  five  tubes  showing  the 
L;iaihiation  of  exhau.stion  of  myrrh,  from  which  it  api)eared 
1lial  il  was  practically  exhausted  when  four-fiftlis  of  the 
men.stru\im  had  been  added.  For  himself,  Mr.  Hill  remarked 
on  tlu>  euormous  amount  of  woik  involved  in  the  preparation 
of  tlie  paper. 

Tlie  Chairman,  referring  to  Mr.  Fraser's  remark  about 
]irice  regulating  quality,  said  there  were  people  who  were 
anxious  to  use  kinds  of  myrrh  which  would  not  command 
a  higli  price.  'J'he  fineness  of  tlio  ])owder  was  not  important, 
because  in  a  fat  myrrh  the  resin  was  in  .such  a  soft  condition 
that  it  dissolved  rapidly,  whereas  in  a  myrrh  of  the  sorts 
variety  the  resin  was  much  more  compact,  and  did  not  lend 
itself  to  solution  with  the  same  facility.  Hence  he  inferred 
tiiat  tlie  I'harmacopieia,  in  being  imletinite,  had  a  jnirpose 
in  view  in  leaving  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  operator  to 
suit  the  fineness  of  the  powder  to  the  quality  of  the  myrrh. 
One  thing  that  occurred  to  him,  in  view  of  Mr.  Merson's 
jjaper,  was  that  the  percentage  of  resin  in  some  books  on 
materia  medica  would  require  to  be  revised.  He  fancied 
that  the  I'harmacopoeia  adopted  the  maceration-process  in 
making  tincture  of  myrrh  for  this  reason,  tliat  unless 
percolation  was  carried  out  by  one  who  understood  it,  and 
could  do  it  justice  in  such  a  subject  as  myrrh,  the  results 
mislit  be  mucli  more  varied  than  by  maceration. 

Mr.  Mkkson  liaving  rei^lied,  lie  was  accorded  a  vote  of 
thanks  for  his  papers. 

Mr.  J.  Ru'i'HEDFORD  HiLL  then  read  a  paper  on 

STkVfllXlNi:  II  VDliOCHLORIUE  AND  SuUlUiM  ARSENATE, 

supplementary  to  that  read  by  Mr.  Dunlop  at  the  last 
meeting,  in  wliich  he  suggested  tliat  the  precipitation  of 
^trvchiiine  in  his  mixture  was  due  to  sodium  oxide  as  a 
contamination  in  the  sodium  arsenate.  Mr.  Hill  said  in 
view  of  the  process  for  making  sodium  arsenate,  sodium 
oxide  as  an  impurity  was  improbable.  Drying  at  300°  F. 
would  not  produce  it;  moreover,  he  had  found  that  the 
ciystallised  salt  Xa,,HAs04.12H,jO  caused  precipitation  the 
same  as  the  dried  salt,  aiul  there  could  be  no  sodium  oxide 
in  the  crystals.  'J'he  official  liquor  sodii  arsenatis  was  only 
faintly  alkaline  at  ordinary  temperatures.  Mr.  Dunlop  found 
at  least  0'5  gr.  of  strychnine  precipitated  from  ^  oz.  of  tlie 
solution.  The  sodium  arsenate  would  have  required 
to  be  contaminated  with  the  hydro-oxide  to  the  extent  of 
2'75  per  cent,  to  cause  such  a  precipitation,  and  that  would 
give  a  very  distinct  alkaline  reaction.  Mr.  Hill  proceeded 
to  consider,  among  other  suggestions  in  Mr.  Dunlop's  paper 
and  the  discussion  which  followed,  that  the  salt  contained 
some  sodium  carbonate  and  that  this  e.^plained  the  precipita- 
tion, and  also  that  sodium  arsenate  underwent  partial  liydro- 
lysis  in  aqueous  solution,  and  that  the  faint  alkalinity  and 
precipitation  of  strychnine  were  due  to  the  NaOH  tluis 
]  reduced.  Ostwald  and  others  supported  the  latter 
theory.  When  Na,HAsO^  was  added  to  a  solution  of 
NHjCl,  there  was  no  immediate  .  evidence  of  ,  free 
ammonia.    But,  if  the  solutioo  was  alloVed  to  stand,  free 


ammonia  was  plainly  perceptible,  both  to  test-papers  and 
by  smell.  The  varying  evidences  of  sodium  oxide  which 
Mr.  Dunlop  said  he  got  with  HgCl.,  might  be  due  to  differ- 
ences in  concentration  of  the  solution,  in  the  time  it  had 
stood,  and  in  the  temperature,  all  of  which  would  affect  the 
degree  of  hydrolysis  and  the  percentage  of  free  NaOH. 
The  observations  of  others  favoured  the  theory  that  sodium 
phosphate  and  arsenate  in  aqueous  solution  did  undergo 
hydrolysis,  and  that  the  tendency  was  to  separate  into  the 
dihj'drogen  phosphate  or  arsenate  and  sodium  hydroxide. 
They  tended  also  to  suggest  that  the  precipitation  of 
strychnine  was  not  due  either  to  sodium  carbonate  or 
sodium  oxide,  but  to  free  NaOH  resulting  from  hydrolysis. 
He  came  to  the  conclusion,  after  estimating  the  strychnine 
jirecipitated,  that  the  hydrolysis  theory  was  not  an  adequate 
exjDlanation  of  the  facts.  A  consideration  of  Thomas's 
researches  with  Na.jHPO,  suggested  what  seemed  the  true 
solution  of  the  problem.  In  his  critical  experiment  the 
reaction  evidently  was  as  follows  :  — 

Na2HP04  +  HCl  =  NaHjPOj  +  NaCl. 

It  seemed  probalile,  too.  that  free  NH3  was  given  oft'  when 
solutions  of  Na^HAsOi  and  NH4CI  were  boiled  together, 
thus:— 

Na.,HAsO,,  +  NHjCl  =  NaH.,PO.i  +  NaCI  +  NH3. 

It  did  not  then  seem  necessary  to  assume  tliat  tliere  was 
any  prior  hydrolysis  in  aqueou.s-solution.  Doubtless  there 
seemed  to  be  some,  but  it  was  unimportant.  It  was  well 
known  that  mineral  acids  in  combination  with  alkaloids 
behaved  like  free  acids  towards  tlie  fixed  alkalies.  The  in- 
stability of  the  Na.^HAs04  in  solution,  and  the  loose  attach- 
ment of  tlie  HCl  in  the  strychnine  hydrochloride,  resulted 
in  a  double  decomposition  explained  by  the  following 
equation  :  — 

NaHAsO.,  +  C,,iH,,,,N,OoHCl  =  NaH.AsO ,  +  NaCl  +  C.-iHooN^O., 

An  analogous  experiment  witli  a  1-per  cent,  solution  of 
quinine  hydrochloride  and  sodium  arsenate  solution  gave 
an  immediate  jirecipitate,  almost  making  the  liquid  solid 
because  of  tlie  bulky  quinine  liydrate  thrown  down. 

Mr.  DciTT  thought  Mr.  Hill's  conclusion  as  to  the  precipita- 
tion of  strychnine  was  correct,  and  that  it  was  not  due  to 
any  slight  hydrolysis  of  sodium  arsenate.  They  were  a  little 
inclined  to  regard  alkaloids  as  a  much  stronger  basis  than 
they  really  were ;  the  analogous  diabasic  phosphate  of 
strychnine  was  very  unstable.  He  doubted  very  much  if  a 
tribasic  arsenate  or  phosjjhate  of  an  alkaloid  really  could  be 
formed. 

Mr.  Duncan  said  he  could  not  discuss  such  a  paper  as 
tliis  without  having  done  the  work  himself.  Personally,  he 
was  still  in  favour  of  the  hydrolysis  theory.  He  never 
dreamed  of  the  reaction  between  hydrochloride  and 
strychnine  arsenate,  and  he  was  inclined  to  think  it  largely 
depended  on  the  liberation  of  strychnine  by  hydrolysis  in 
the  salt. 

Dr.  COULL  said  that,  assuming  that  the  results  submitted 
were  correct,  he  was  now  satisfied  that  the  presence  of 
carbonate,  which  he  suggested  as  the  reason  at  the  last 
meeting,  was  incorrect. 

Mr.  CowiE  said  that  since  last  meeting  he  had  done  a 
little  work  on  this  subject,  and  he  confirmed  what  Mr.  Hill 
said  with  one  or  two  exceptions.  With  the  solution  of 
strychnine  suggested  by  Mr.  Cockburn  at  a  former  meeting 
he  got  no  precipitate  whatever,  liut,  on  closer  examination, 
he  found  the  solution  distinctly  acid.  He  made  some  with 
hydrochloride  of  strychnine,  and,  on  mixing,  he  found  it 
took  a  few  hours  to  precipitate,  and  when  it  did  it  gave  long 
silky  crystals.  He  made  an  aqueous  solution  of  the  same 
strength,  and  mixed  it  with  arsenate,  and  found  that  pre- 
cipitation took  place  immediately,  but  that  the  crystals  were 
not  nearly  so  long.  After  it  stood  for  a  day  he  found 
crystals  beginning  to  form  similar  to  those  he  had  seen  in 
Mr.  Hill's  mixture.  He  thought  probably  those  silky 
crystals  were  due  to  excess  of  acid  in  tlie  hydrochloride,  and 
he  shook  up  the  solution  with  chloroform,  and  found  that  in 
both  cases  the  whole  of  the  strychnine  was  removed,  so  that 
it  could  not  have  been  chloride.  His  results  regarding  the 
phosphate  were  the  same  as  Mr.  Hill's. 

After  some  remarks  by  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Hill  replied, 
and  a  vote  of  thajiks  was  pa.^sed  to  him  fo"r  his  paptr. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS-PIease  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  th^  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


About  the  Alkaloids. 

Sir, — In  lii.s  article  OH  the  "Alkaloids"  coiitaiiu'cl  in  the 
"Eiicyclopiedia  Medica,"  at  pre.sent  being  publi.slied,  Dr. 
Lockhart  Gillespie  states  that  morphine  is  "excreted  un- 
changed." This  statement  needs,  I  think,  considerable 
qualification.  In  cases  of  opium-poisoning  morphine  is  cer- 
tainly sometimes  found  in  the  urine,  but  not,  I  think,  by  any 
means  in  all  cases.  It  will,  I  believe,  be  most  often  found 
where  the  jjhysiological  effects  have  been  most  marked. 
Hence  one  is  inclined  to  infer  that  the  alkaloid  must  be 
deconipcsed  in  the  blood  in  order  to  produce  its  most 
characteristic  results.  Yours  truly. 

Dublin,  January  6.  J.  C.  JIc  W.\L'i  Eit. 

Chemists  and  their  Customers  :  Interesting  Decision. 

Sir, — Under  the  above  heading  a  cutting  from  a  London 
newspaper  has  been  sent  me  by  a  friend,  with  the  remark 
that  it  might  interest  me.  It  did  interest  me  very  much, 
and,  though  I  saw  the  case  reported  in  the  t'.  1*.  of  last 
week,  and  also  the  Editor's  reuaarks  thereon,  I  waited  till 
this  week  to  sec  if  any  notice  would  be  taken  of  the  matter. 
As  it  has  not  called  forth  any  remarks,  perhaps  you  will  be 
able  to  ask  the  question  which  the  case  referred  to  naturally 
s\iggests — "Is  there  any  authority  which  makes  tlio  B.I',  the 
legal  standard  for  all  preparations,  simple  or  compound, 
mentioned  within  its  covers  ?" 

I  have  always  understood  there  was  such — else,  why  so 
many  prosec\itions  ? — but,  from  the  decision  given  at  the  West 
Ham  Police  Court,  on  January  3,  on  the  compound  rhubarb- 
])owder  sale,  it  appears  not,  and  according  to  such  decision 
it  will  now  be  easy  for  anyone  to  sell  any  compound  pre- 
pared in  any  way,  so  long  as  he  states  it  is  not  B.P. 

It  appears  to  me  to  be  a  most  extraordinary  position  to  be 
in  at  this  time  of  day,  and  one  that  will  very  soon  lead  to 
considerable  abuse.  It  is  high  time  we  knew  how  things 
stand,  and  if  the  B.P.  is  not  a  legal  standard,  the  sooner  it  is 
made  so  the  better.  Yours,  &c., 

Glasgow,  January  15.  WILLIAM  L.  Cuhrik. 

[We  comment  upon  this  matter  on  page  97. — Ei).] 

Crystallised  Glycerin. 

SiH, — I  have  pleasure  in  noting  a  most  unusual  phenomenon 
occurring  in  the  storage  of  glycerin  during  cold  periods.  A 
customer  of  niy  firm  has  two  copper  tanks,  holding  half  a 
ton  each  of  glycerin,  into  which  a  delivery  of  a  ton  was 
made  last  November.  'J'he  glycerin  in  one  of  the  tanks  has 
now  dei)osite(l  about  5  cwt.  of  inystals  which  at  first  were  a 
cause  of  alarm,  liut  which  on  examination  proved  to  be 
pure  glycerin. 

Any  chemist  interested  in  this  phenomenal  crystallisation 
may  have  a  sample  sent,  such  as  I  have  directed  to  you,  on 
remitting  cost  of  stuff,  package  and  postage  (say  l.t.  &■],.)  to 
Alison,  Johnson  &  Foster  (Limited),  Hull."  It  is" perhaps  fair 
to  add  that  this  crystalli nation  is  recognised  by  most  chemists 
as  a  proof  of  absolute  purity.        Yours  obediently, 

Hull,  January  16.  Fred.  E.  Johnson. 

FTIiIh  is  tlic  first  sample  of  orvstalliKeLl  j;lv(Trin  we  have  seen 
since  1895.  In  the  C.  ,1}  D,  March  30,  1895,  pa-e  ^IGO,  will  be 
found  interesting  particulars  of  the  samiile  wc  then  received. — 
Ed.] 

Chemists  and  Fictionists. 
.  SiH, — I  observe  that  two  or  three  gentlemen  have  re- 
marked on  my  last  letter  on  the  above  Subject.    I  regret  that 
they  appear  to  consider  the  attitude  of  fictionists  iu  regard 


t  o  pharmacy  trivial  and  unimportant.  I  am  of  an  altogether 
different  opinion,  and  I  think  if  these  gentlemen  will  think 
seriously  of  the  matter  under  discussion  they  also  will 
change  their  opinions.  I  consider  the  educating-propaganda 
to  which  I  referred  before  quite  as  important  at  the  present 
time  as  the  agitation  for  fresh  legislation,  and,  in  fact,  I 
doubt  if  the  various  factors  connected  with  our  case  are 
sufficiently  educated,  in  regard  to  pharmaceutical  matters, 
to  afford  us  a  reasonable  hope  of  getting  legislative  justice 
meantime.  The  position  of  these  fictionists  forms  only  one 
item  on  the  programme  to  be  dealt  with  educationally,  but 
it  is  certainly  not  an  unimportantr  item:  Tlic  silly  idea  of  a 
chemist  having  250  per  cent,  profit  on  his  goods  has  done 
pharmacy  more  harm  than  all  the  drug-store  men  and  quack- 
raedicine  men  ever  have,  or  ever  can  do.  Nobody  who 
studies  the  pharmaceutical  problem  can  fail  to  see  that 
nearly  all  the  public  prejudice  against  chemists  is  traceable 
to  this  absurd  idea.  These  petty  writers  are  unable  to  rise 
above  the  miserable  witticisms  about  a  chemist  having 
lid.  profit  on  the  shilling.  Their  ignorant  attacks  on  a 
class  of  men  who  have  given  proof  of  education  cannot 
possibly  be  too  severely  dealt  with.  That  these  attacks  do 
affect  us  is  shown  in  our  law-courts,  in  our  Government 
ofhces,  and  in  the  street  crowd.  It  is  not  so  long  ago  since 
a  prominent  Judge,  in  giving  an  adverse  and  very  unjust 
decision,  based  the  decision  on  the  assumed  fact  that 
chemists  charged  such  tremendous  profits  that  they  needed 
to  be  kept  within  reasonable  bounds.  The  Government,  also 
going  on  the  same  supposition,  have  hampered  and 
harassed  us  with  patent-medicine  laws  of  such  a  nature  that 
wc  are  hardly  safe  in  selling  a  pennyworth  of  tiregory's 
powdei-  without  affixing  a  threehalfpenny  stamp  to  it,  and 
the  general  public  art  so  impressed  with  this  idea  that  they 
will  rather  go  to  grocers,  drapers,  and  oil-merchants  than 
to  chenusts.  "Xrayser''  (for  whom  I  liave  the  utmost 
respect  and  admiration)  says  "we  only  share  the  fictionist's 
satire  with  kings,  bishops,  statei-men,  and  lawyers." 
Here  "  Xraysc  r  "  is  entirely  wrong.  Whilst  fictionists  do  oc- 
casionally paint  an  individual  from  any  one  of  these  classes  as 
either  wicked  or  absurd,  it  is  nnudi  more  common  to  heroise 
him.  In  no  case  does  the  fictionist  attack  a  whole  class  as 
he  attacks  chemists.  I  fancy  "  Xrayser  cannot  point  out  a 
single  instance  in  modern  literature  of  a  chemist  being 
heroised,  or,  indeed,  .spoken  of  in  anything  but  language  of 
contempt  and  abuse.  I  can  point  out  many  cases  in  which 
the  chemist  has  been  attacked  as  an  individual,  and  in  which 
chemists  have  been  attacked  as  a  class.  I  gather,  from 
"Xrayser's"  remark  about  the  name  Guthrie,  that  Mr. 
Anstey  is  a  Scotchman.  I  do  not  care  if  he  is  an  Archangel 
(which  is  very  far  from  being  the  same  thing)  :  lie  must  not 
prejudice  the  case  of  men  fighting  honourably  for  liberties 
w'hich  have  been  denied  to  no  other  class  placed  in  the  same 
circumstances.  Mr.  Barnes  (iu  his  excellent  letter)  refers  to 
Marie  Corelli.    I  do  not  wi.sh  to  say  anything  about  her.  in 

the  first  place  because  well,  because  she  is  Marie  Corelli, 

and,  in  the  second  place,  because  a  little  extravagance  of 
language  is  allowed  in  the  case  of  a  lady.  It  is  ours  to  teach 
such  writers  better  manners,  and  it  is  within  my  knowledge 
that  some  of  them,  at  least,  have  read  what  has  been  pub- 
lished in  the  pages  of  the  C.  ,S'  !>■  recently  on  this  subject, 
and  I  an\  not  without  hope  that  they  will  "  tak'  tent  and 
mend."  Chemists  only  need  to  know  their  own  strengtli. 
We  number  many  thousands  in  this  country,  we  belong 
distinctly  to  the  reading-class,  and  if  we  do  not  give  these 
men  a  Roland  for  an  Oliver  when  it  is  necessary  to  do  so 
we  have  ourselves  to  blame, 

Dumfries,  January  15.  James  Reid. 

Army  Pharmaceutical  Service. 

Sir, — Quite  so;  only  this  time  it  has  happened  as  might 
have  been  reasonably  expected.  My  own  hurriedly-written 
letter  of  September  30  and  your  article  of  the  previous 
week  were  at  any  rate  preliminary  warnings,  and  had  any- 
one shown  interest  in  the  question  I  mainly  toiiched  upon  — 
namely,  the  status  of  military  pharmacists— and  qtioted  by 
Mr.  Smith,  of  the  Queensland  Volunteers,  I  would  have  ex- 
pressed furtlier  opinions,  and  my  reasons  for  such.  They 
have  funny  little  ways  in  the  Army  occasionally,  as  any 
reader  of  truth  may  see  for  himself,  and  the  habitat  of  that 
sick-leaved  perennial  known  as  the  official  humourist  is  the 
district  "hard        the  little  village  of  Charing,"  as  the 
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historical  novelist  bath  it.  Now,  it  is  no  use  cryina" — the 
apparently  studied  insult  offered  by  the  authorities  to 
pharruauy  has  been  enthusiastically  received  by  a  large 
number  of  men  whose  '•  Kule-i!ritannia  "  sentiments  tempo- 
rarilv  overcame  any  slight  patriotic  feeling  tliey  may  have 
entertained  for  their  calling.  As  far  as  they  are  concsnicd. 
they  will  all  be  the  Ijetter  men  for  that  short  term  of 
military  discipline  and  diet  which  1  hojie  will  soon  be  made 
compulsory  for  every  man.  We  cannot  altogether  help 
sympathising  when  we  contrast  tlieir  inglorious  and  deluded 
position  with  the  magnificent  fete-ing  that  lias  been  accorded 
to  the  rank-and-file  of  the  C.I. A'.  It  is.  indeed,  singidar, 
and  almost  funny  under  the  circumstances,  to  read  your 
announcement  that  the  first  recipient  of  the  new  French 
degree  of  "  Doctor  in  I'harmacy "  holds  a  commission  as 
pharmacist  in  the  French  Army. 

1  am.  fSir.  faitiifully  yfjurs. 
London.  N.W.,  January  24.  T.  :\Iulil,i;v  T.WJ.dH. 

Silt, — Fallowing  up  my  Idlrr  ui  hisl  week  anciif  tlie 
di.-^graceful  action  of  the  autliorities  regarding  the  chemists 
who  have  Volunteered  for  service  in  fSout  h  Africa  who  have 
related  their  unfortunate  experiences  through  your  influential 
journal,  will  you  permit  me  in  a  friendly  way  to  ask  you  to 
"toe  the  line"  and  e.'Ji)lain  the  last  clause  in  your  editorial 
of  to-da_v,  which  reads  : — ■■While  we  cannot  agree  with  the 
suggestion  that  pharmaceutical  Volunteers  shoidd  be  treated 
as  commissioned  officers,  as  that  n-oiild  be  iiironxiiitent  iritli 
i/ir  riijiildtiuiis  of  the  i'orjn  as  at  present  constituted,  we 
.submit  that  they  should  take  rank  witli  sergeants".' — the 
italics  are  mine.  The  position  which  I  take  up  in  this 
matter  is  that,  as  you  know,  the  compounder  in  the  Army 
has  hitherto  not  been  a  qualified  chemist,  and  that  now, 
when  the  authorities  deem  it  expedient  to  draw  their  com- 
pounders from  the  only  legitimate  source,  surely,  this 
Ix'ing  so,  and  being,  I  believe,  the  first  time  in  their 
history  they  liave  done  so,  it  is  the  proper  time  for  putting 
the  compoun(k'r  on  what  should  be  his  proper  position  is 
the  present  time.  This  makes  your  attitude  in  the  matter 
incomprehensible — to  me,  at  least — as  I  take  it  that  the 
average  chemist  is  as  much  a  gentleman  and  should  enter 
the  Army  as  a  lieutenant. 

Yours  faithfullv, 
January  13.  L.r.S.l.  (231/61.) 

[We  had  solely  the  present  time  iu  view  when  we  said  that  we 
could  not  agree  that  the  chemists'  assistants  wlio  have  enlisted 
should  be  treated  as  officers.  This  is  not  the  time,  when  the 
country  is  in  sore  straits,  for  pliarmacists  or  anybody  else  to  pause 
until  the  regulations  are  reformed  to  suit  tliem,  but  there  is  every 
reason  why  those  who  have  accepted  service  as  compounders 
should  demand  the  rank  required  by  tlie  regulations — viz.,  that 
of  sergeant.    Tliat  is  not  unpatriotic,  and  it  is  business. — En.] 

Liquor  Bismuthi. 

Sin, — I  fail  to  sec  what  grounds  Messrs.  Cat  ford  and  Cowley 
can  tinil  in  my  previous  letter  for  charging  them  with 
plagiarism,  considering  tliat  (heir  methods  differ  so  com- 
])letely  from  my  own.  and  the  opening  sentence  of  my  letter 
(contains  a  full  recognitidu  of  the  exhaustive  character  of 
tlieir  work.  To  their  tu  i/iio<i(ii'  I  reply  by  referring  them  to 
your  issue  of  March  18,  1899,  giving  nearly  a  column  of  my 
Newcastle  pa])er,  instead  of  the  six  lines  in  the  issue  of 
March  11.  In  ])ieparing  that  paper  I  consulted  all  the 
available  literature  at  my  di.sposal  on  the  subject,  and.  whilst 
noticing  that  Mr.  Umney  had  pcjinted  out  the  deficiency  of 
citrate  in  tlie  li.P.  formula  ("nient iiined  in  The  Chemists' 
AND  Druggists'  Diary.  1899),  1  had  not  observed  any 
previous  reference  to  t  he  deficiency  of  potass,  carbonate.  Not 
having  a  copy  of  Mr.  Umney's  article  in  my  ])ossession.  I 
am  unaljle  to  state  whetlier  or  no  he  pointed  out  the  latter 
deficiency. 

The  method  described  in  my  Conference  paper  did  not 
attempt  to  remedy  the  deficiency  of  citrate  in  the  B.P. 
formula:  its  aim  was  to  ensure  the  formation  of  a  soluble 
precipitate,  and  this  aim  it  fulfils.  I  would  be  glad  to  know 
if  such  a  result  has  ever  been  obtaineil  by  strict  adlierence 
to  the  B.P.  diret'tions.  MacEwaii's  paper,  i^ublished  in  1883, 
could  not  possibly  refer  to  the  1898  P.P.  process  [wliich  is  a 
modification  of  MacEwan's. — Eu.].  If  Messrs.  Catford  and 
Cowley  use  a  potassium  citrate  of  less  purity  than  the  B.P. 
demands  (98-33  per  cent.)  as  a  minimum,  the  deficiency  of 


bismuth  iu  the  finished  product  will  be  proportional  to  the 
extent  of  this  lower  purity;  and  as  absorption  of  moisture, 
I  owing  to  its  hygroscopic  nature,  will  be  the  most  frequent 
cause  of  deficiency  in  potass,  citrate,  all  that  is  required  to 
remedy  this  will  be  to  use  a  dry  salt.  With  regard  to  the 
quantity  of  B.P.  potass.  carliDiiate  (84  pier  cent.)  required  to 
neutralise  the  excess  of  nitric  acid,  assuming  the  citrate  to 
lie  100  I  er  cent.,  70  grammes  of  bismuth  oxynitrate  require 
28  95  grammes  real  HNO^  to  form  the  true  nitrate.  The  B.P. 
uses  50  c.c.  of  70-per-cent.  HNO, — equal  to  49-7  grammes  of 
real  HXO, — leaving  an  excess  of  20  75  grammes,  which  re- 
(|uire  22  76  grammes  of  real,  or  between  27  and  27^1  grammes 
84-pcr-cent..  potass,  carb.  for  ncutrali.'^-ation,  an  excess  of 
from  7  to  7^1,  and  not  8'5.  grammes.  I  did  not  determine 
the  quantity  of  bismuth  in  the  washings  or  finished  product, 
but  made  comparative  tests  with  H,^S  water  on  the  relative 
(juantities  of  bismuth  in  the  washings,  and  found  them 
almost  nil  when  the  increased  quantity  of  carbonate  was 
used. 

1  liavc  never  suggesteil  tliat  rcAcrsal  of  order  of  mixing 
will  remedy  deficiency  of  citrate,  but  it  will  ensure  that  the 
precipitate  formed  will  consist  of  soluble  citrate,  and  not  a 
I  partly-soluble  and  variable  mi.xture  of  citrate  and  oxynitrate. 
I  jiresume  Messrs.  Catford  and  Cowley  will  admit  that  the 
order  of  mixing  is  a  not-to-be-ncglected  factor,  especially  in 
cases  where  there  is  a  tendency  to  pirodnce  basic  salts. 

Yours  faithfully, 
Ncwcastlc-on-Tyno,  Fr.\nk  K.  Dudderidge, 

January  16. 

Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
'         tions  of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


185/16.  AIiiiaHac. — There  is  a  good  deal  of  the  historical 
side  of  vegetable  materia  medica  in  the  "  Pharmaco- 
grapliia,"  from  which  you  might  cull  many  interesting  facts 
fur  your  almanack  articles. 

206/72.  Jicnoni.—O.)  The  Po-srder  for  Washing  Birds  is 
powdered  soap.  This  seems  to  be  the  usual  thing  for  the 
jiurpose.  The  directions  sent  by  "  Benoni "  are  "  a  teaspoonf  ul 
of  the  powder  to  be  added  to  half  a  pint  of  boiling  water, 
and  the  solution,  when  moderately  warm,  to  be  ap]ilied  to 
the  plumage  with  a  sliaving-brusli.  The  lather  formed  is  to 
1)3  washed  off  by  tepid  water."'  (2)  The  Mixture  for  Horses 
which  is  "  always  found  most  effective  for  colds  and  as  a 
pick-me-up  "  consists  of — 

Liq.  ammon.  arouiat.   

Pot.  nit.    5ij- 

Aq.  ad   ...       ...  Oss. 

This  is  one  dose,  and  is  given  mixed  with  bran. 

221/46.  Vlexine.  —You  will  find  all  about  glycerin- 
tinctures  in  our  '■  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  page  624.  We 
presume  you  have  the  book. 

217/72.  Chemiciis. — The  Secretary  of  the  Sanitary  Insti- 
tute. Margaret  Street.  W..  will  supply  the  information  you 
require  about  the  Sanitary  Inspectors'  examination. 


Information  Wanted. 

Postcard  rtpl  e3  to  any  of  the  subjoined  inquiries  will 
be  cst;emed. 

230/57.  WlK.re  can  Munday's  '-Pickwick  Perfume"  be 
obtained  ? 

229  9.  What  is  "  IModday  "  varnish,  and  where  can  it  be 
obtained  ? 

233/27.  Where  to  obtain  Professor  Fowler's  Medical  Book  ? 
It  circulates  in  the  U.S. 

234/14.    Address  of  the  Willard  Bell  Truss  Company. 

234, 27.  Who  are  manufacturers  of  steam-vaporisers  for 
the  face '.' 
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^ra^c  IRcport 

NOTICE  TO  BUYERS— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities-  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
here  quoted. 

THE  cliief  feature  this  week  has  l)een  the  proclamation 
prohibiting  the  export  of  phenols,  picric  acid,  cresols, 
and  other  coal-tar  ])roducts  (see  pa2:c  8^).  It  ])laces  the 
German  makers  of  salicvlic  acid  and  salirvlalcs  in  an 
awkward  position,  as  tlu'v  are  <l('j)cudeiit  on  lliis  countr\' 
for  much  of  the  raw  material.  Tending  the  drug-actions 
bu.siness  lias  been  quiet,  although  the  wholesale  druggists 
are  very  busy  owing  to  the  influenza  epidemic.  Speculation  in 
quinine  is  going  on  as  m3rrily  as  ever  in  spit3  of  makers 
elforts  to  curtail  it.  The  small  bark-shipments  from  Java  for 
the  first  half  of  this  month  were  responsible  for  Id.  advance  in 
second  hands  on  Wednesday.  At  the  Cinchona  auctions  on 
'J'uesday  an  advancs  of  5  jier  cent,  was  recorded,  but  the 
auctions  were  small  and  had  no  appreciable  effect  on  the 
quinine-market.  In  heavy  chemicals  the  chief  advance  has 
been  in  caustic  soda,  which  is  10.*.  dearer  ;  hyposul])hite  is 
also  scarce.  The  following  tabic  deals  with  all  the  changes 
since  our  last  report : — 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Cardamoms 

Acid,  citric 

Copper  sul- 

Aloes, Capo 

Cinchona 

Cascavilla 

phate 

Forri  et  (juin.cit. 

Gum  myrrh 

Ipecac.  (Cart.) 

Oil,  linseed 

Kola-nuts 

Senna 

Oil,  i)alm 

Oil,  castor 

Oil,  turpentine 

Oil,  olive 

Quinine 

Oil,  rape 

Saliciu 

Shellac 

Soda  caustic 

Soda  nitrate 

Arrivals. 

The  foUowinr;  druj^s,  Ac-,  have  arrived  at  the  ))rincipal  jiorts  of 
the  United  Kin^^dom,  from  January  11  to  17,  \>i>th  iuchisive  : — 
Aloe.s  (Aden).  10;  annatto,  28;  areca-nuts,  117;  benzoin  95; 
oaniplior,  281 ;  camplior  oil,  95  ;  card.imoms,  234  ;  cinchona  (Ceylon) 
70,  (E.I. )  632  ;  (-itronella  oil,  69  ;  cochineal,  59  ;  (  oloi  ynlh,  12  ;  concli- 
grass,  67;  croton-seed  14;  cnmin-seed,  54;  fennel-seed,  2,761; 
galls  (Chinese),  171 ;  gentian,  45;  gum  arabic  (Aden  ,  85;  gum 
olibanum,  23  ;  gum  thus,  250  ;  honey  (Aust.),  28  ;  kolas,  5  ;  lemon- 
grass  oil,  26;  lemon-juice,  32 ,  lime,  citrate,  23;  lime-juice,  22; 
menthol,  25  ;  nux  vomica,  146  ;  oi)inm,  251  ;  senna  (Tiny. 756; 
turmeric,  101 ;  saffron,  2  ;  soy,  98  ;  vanilla,  4  ;  wax,  bees,  50  ;  wax 
(Japanese),  100. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

\^T/iege  j)riiT.i  arc  for  markd-ccni  res  other  than  London.^ 

The  very  firm  tone  now  for  some  time  past  noted  as  the  loading 
feature  of  the  heavy-chemical  market  still  continues,  and  prices 
all  round  are  exceedingly  well  maintained.  The  general  demand 
keeps  very  good,  esi)ecially  from  home  consuming  trades,  causing 
manufacturer.-4'  stocks  to  continue  on  the  low  side. 

ALK.VLi-l'KonucK.  -Articles  under  this  heading  continue  to 
move  well  at  ])ractically  unchanged  rales. 

St;Lfi(,\TK  OK  Ammo.ni.v  is  ([uiet  but  firm.  Beckton,  11/.  10.«. 
to  11/.  12s.  %d.  ;  Beckton  terms,  11/.  7s.  6r/.  Hull,  London,  and 
Lcitli  all  stand  at  about  11/.  IC.?.  lOxporls  from  Leith  last  week 
amounted  to  658  tons. 

Ai.LMiNA  Piii)nu(  IS  are  in  general  good  consuiuiitivc  demand 
at  prices  tending  upwards  from  the  low  figures  whi^h  have  ruled 
for  some  months.  White  sulphate  of  alumina,  purest  makes, 
practically  free  of  iron,  moves  well  at  85s.  to  908.  p.ir  ton  on  rails 
m  casks  with  usual  allo.vances  for  bags  or  loose  slabs.  Crystal 


alum  firm;  ground,  5/.  5;.  to  5/.  10.5.;  lump  in  tierces,  4/.  17s.  6f/. 
to  5/. ;  and  loose  lump,  4/.  12s.  6(/.  to  M.  17s.  6</.,  all  per  ton  in 
bags  free  on  rails.  Aluminous  cake,  47s.  6d.  to  52s.  6(/.  jier  ton  ; 
alumino  ferric,  42s.  6£/.  to  47s.  6(/.  per  ton ;  sewage  alum,  45s.  to 
47s.  6^/.  per  ton  all  on  rails.  Bauxite,  60-per-cent.  alumina, 
16s.  6(/.  to  17.b'.  per  ton,  f.o.b.  Hydrate  of  alumina  of  highest  per- 
centage meets  with  fair  demand  at  11/.  10s.  to  12/.  per  ton  in 
casks.  Aluminate  of  soda,  highest  strength  A1..0.-;,  37s.  6(7.  to  40s. 
per  cwt.,  according  to  quantity.  Chloride  of  aluminium,  11/.  to 
11/.  10s.  per  ton  in  barrels  free  on  rails.  Carbonate  of  alumina, 
35s-  to  37s.  &d.  per  cwt. 

BicHKojiATES  are  still  scarce,  and  meet  with  brisk  inquiry. 
Nearest  prices  are  about  3|(/.  to  4(7.  per  lb.  for  bichromate  of  soda, 
and  4^^/.  to  bJ.  l^er  lb.  net  for  bichromate  of  i)otash. 

SuLPH.vTE  OF  CopPEii  is  easier  again  at  about  23/.  15s.  ;  Liver- 
pool, 24/.  ICs. 

Boii.vx. — Quiet.  Crystals,  16s.  6r/.  per  cwt.,  and  17s.  6(/.  jier 
cwt.  for  powdered.  Boracic  acid,  253.  6(/.  and  27s.  6(/.  per  cwt. 
respectively. 

Saltpethe. — British  refined,  21s.  and  22s.  per  cwt.  in  barrels 
and  kegs  respectively  ;  (ierman  barrels,  18s.  9(/.  :  kegs,  19s-  6(/. 

S.\L  Ammoni-VC. —  First  and  seconds  unchanged  at  40/.  and  38/. 
per  ton. 

PHosPHORrs.— Without  alteration  Wedges,  2s.  ,  and  sticks, 
2s.  1(7.  per  lb, ;  amorphous,  2s.  6(7.  per  lb. 

Liverpool  Market. 

L  'n-i  rj  did ,  JiiinriTi/  17. 
Cilstur  oil. — The  market  is  decidedly  stronger,  with  numerous 
sales  at  3(7.  per  lb.  Many  buyers  at  2j;](7.  per  lb.,  but  no  sellers. 
Qnillaia-ha rh. — 14/.  is  asked  in  some  quarters,  but  13/.  10s.  per 
ton  would  be  taken  for  quantity.  Chillies. — A  lot  of  50  bags 
rather  inferior  Sierra  Leone  sold  at  40s.  per  cwt.  01.  aiiisi. — 
5  eases  were  offered  at  auction,  and  bought  in  at  6s.  per  lb. — 
Wfi.r,  Carmuha. — Fair  yellow  has  sold  at  70s.  to  71s.  per  cwt. ; 
inferior  yellow,  62s.  ;  medium  quality,  57s.  6r7.  ;  and  21  bags  grey 
Cerea  at  45s.  Honey. — Chilian  has  been  in  steady  demand, 
business  including  70  barrels  Pile  1.  at  24.>>.  to  25'.,  antl  40  barrels 
Pile  II.  at  22s.  6(/.  per  cwt. 

German  Drug  Market. 

Hamburg,  Jununry  16. 

Business  is  not  very  lively,  anl  there  ave  few  changes  to  report. 
Aloes  {Cape)  is  very  linn  and  s;;ai'ce,  at  66m.  per  100  kilos. 
Balsam  Peru. — Ea-;ier,  at  14im.  and  14im.  per  kilo.  Camplior 
(liefined). — Quiet,  with  second-hand  sellers  at  385m.  per  100 
kilos.  Ergot  of  lii/e  is  very  firm  and  sca'.'ce,  the  stocks  here 
are  nearly  exhausted  ;  525in.  per  103  kilos,  ha;  been  paid,  and 
530m.  per  109  kilos,  is  now  asked  to-day-  Lyeopodiinii  shows  a 
strong  market ;  offers  from  Russia  are  very  high,  and  the  spot 
quotation  is  425m.  jier  100  kilos.  IjjecaeiiaiiJia  (Bio). — A  few 
bales  recentl}'  arrived  have  sold  at  27m.  per  kilo.  Quinine  is 
decidedly  firmer,  first-hand  at  45m.,  second-hand  at  44m.  per  kilo. 
Ceuadilla-seed  is  firmer,  as  no  new  supplies  have  arrived  ;  spot- 
price,  90m.  per  100  kilos.  Cara iray-secd  is  very  firm,  at  53Am.  per 
100  kilos.  Kola-nuts  firmer,  at  50m.  per  100  kilo.-i.  Spirit  of 
Turpentine  is  very  firm;  spot  sold  to-day  at  77m.  and  77Am.  per 
100  kilos. ;  February  demiind,  78m.  Worm-seed  is  dearer.  The 
small  stocks  are  partly  bought  up;  to-day's  quotation  is  55m.  per 
100  kilos.  0<7s.  —  New  sea-ion  cod-liver  oil  was  offered  to-day  at 
75m.  per  barrel ;  cotton-seed  oil,  linseed  oil,  and  rape  oil  advancing. 
Caraway  oil  very  firm,  at  lOim.  per  kilo.  Sandalwood  oil 
advancing,  present  price,  24m.  [ler  kilo. 

American  Market. 

i\V?y  York,  Jniniar//  9. 

The  m:irket  continues  to  sho.v  a  stealy  improvement  in  all  direc- 
tions. The  undi'rton(:  is  firm,  and  values  favour  holders.  Aconite- 
root  is  in  light  supply,  a'.id  limited  quantities  only  are  o'jtainablc 
at  16c.  to  17c.  Be:_:swii.r  h  is  sold  lirgely  for  export,  and  supplies 
are  somewhat  light.  Dom.ind  is  g5od  and  value;  firm,  at  29c.  to 
30c.  for  ordinary  pure.  Ergot  is  active  and  has  sold  largely  at 
55c.  to  56c.  for  Crcrm  in.  Quotations  are  now  60c.,  and  tlie 
tendency  is  ujnvards.  (hdden  sea'  (Hydr.istis)  is  reported  firmer 
at  growing  centres,  and  spot  quotations  have  advanced  to  62c. 
Opium  is  dull,  and  (piotations  are  nominil  at  $3.20  to  §3.25.  For 
case  lots  $3.17^  will  buy.  Pyrogallii:  aeid  has  advanced  to  $2.55. 
Quinine  is  (luiet  but  strong,  in  symp  ithy  with  foreign  m  irkets. 
Manufacturers  still  (juote  30c.  to  32c.,  but  offer  sjiiringly.  Supi)li  es 
in  second  hands  are  small  and  unobtainable  below  30c.  Sarsa- 
parilla  (Jtexicani  is  quiet  and  selling  in  jobbing  quantities  at 

;  10c. ,  pending  arrival  of  new  supplies.  Sasfiafras-liiir/i  is  scarce, 
and  firm  at  12c.  Senega-root  is  finn"r,  and  in  better  d'nn  and. 
Southern  is  quoted  at  45c.  and  Western  at  50c.  Senna-leaves 
arc  in  light  sujjply  and  firm.  Tiunevelly  is  held  at  12c.  to  2Cc., 
according  to  grade,  and  Alexandrian  natural  at  12c.  to  15c. 
Valerian  rhiio  le. — A  decline  in  Belgian  ha;  bje  i  followed  by  a 

i  reaction,  and  9c.  to  10c.  is  now  asked. 
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Messina  Market. 

Our  correspondent,  writing  on  January  14,  says  that  an  early 
advance  in  the  price  of  Lemon  oil  is  expected,  but  he  thinks  it 
will  not  go  high,  as  owing  to  the  great  demand  for  lemon-juice 
the  quantity  of  oil  extracted  is  exceptionally  large.  On  the  other 
hand  the  stocks  of  Orange  oil  are  shrinking,  and  the  lowest  price 
out  there  (6s.  lOrf.  per  lb.)  will  not  stand  long.  Oil  of  Bergamot 
is  depressed,  and  the  low  limit  of  5.s.  10(?.  to  6s.  per  lb.  for  33 
ptr  cent,  has  been  touched.  Our  correspondent  believes  this  to 
be  bottom  jn-ice. 

Otto  of  Rose. 

{Fniiii  a  KizanliJ;  C'iinx'S2>0Hd('>tf.) 

Owing  to  the  low  prices  in  August-October,  1899,  almost  all  the 
pure  otto  in  t'le  hands  of  the  peasant-distillers  was  bought  up, 
and  now  there  are  about  350  kilos,  pure  otto  in  the  hands  of  the 
Kezanlik  dealers  and  about  150  kilos,  in  Karlovo.  There  is  some 
more  otto  in  the  villages  (Alexsandrovo,  Brazigovo,  Kahmanlari, 
&c.),  altogether  about  150  kilos.  In  spite  of  this  large  quantity 
jirices  are  about  10  per  cent,  higher  than  in  October,  owing  to  the 
rumour  that  the  Government  intended  to  convert  the  otto-of- 
rose  industry  into  a  monopoly,  so  as  to  stop  adulteration  of  the 
otto.  The  distillers  and  exporters  of  pure  otto  are  against  this 
measure,  which  they  believe  to  be  a  mere  pretence  for  getting 
more  taxes.  Last  week  there  was  a  discussion  in  the  Parliament 
in  Sophia  regarding  the  Bulgarian  industries  generally.  When 
the  distillers  learned  about  the  intention  of  the  Government, 
some  of  tliem  sent  a  petition  to  the  deputy  of  Kezanlik,  Mr. 
Theo  Shipkoft',  encouraging  him  to  defend  the  rose-industry  from 
being  sold  as  a  monopoly.  Mr.  Shipkoff  thereupon  made  a  long 
speech  in  Parliament  regarding  the  rose-industry,  advising  the 
Government,  instead  of  making  the  industry  into  a  monopoly,  to 
arrange  a  special  law  making  the  adulteration  of  otto  by  distillers 
or  exporters  a  criminal  o'^ence.  He  argued  that  would  be  the  only 
way  to  p!acc  the  Bulgarian  rose-industry  in  the  highest  position 
iu  the  West.  I  hear  from  some  distillers  tliat  Mr.  Theo  ShipkofI  is 
preparing  a  sjiecial  law  dealing  with  the  whole  question  of  otto- 
adulteration,  and  it  is  to  be  introduced  during  tlie  next  session  of 
Parliament,  which  begins  in  October.  (234/17.) 

Cablegrams. 

HAMlU'Iic,  January  18,  11.45  -\.M.  : — The  firm  tendency  of 
(his  market,  noted  in  my  letter,  continues.  Kefined  camphor 
is  still  selling-  at  385m.  per  100  kilos.,  quinine  at  44,jm.  per 
kilo.,  and  ergot  of  rye  has  reached  550m.  per  100  kilos. 


New  York,  January  18,  3.3  p.m.  : — Business  on  this 
market  is  active.  Opium,  however,  is  quiet,  ^13, 15  per  lb. 
being  the  latest  price.  Domestic  quinine  is  strongly  held 
at  32c.  to  35c.  per  oz.  Ooca-leaves  irregular  in  value,  23c. 
]ier  lb.  being  the  price.  Cascara  is  an  active  article  at 
5^c^  per  lb.,  while  American  bleached  beeswax  is  firm  at 
29c.  per  lb.  Theobroma  is  easier,  43:;.  per  lb.  being  the 
latest  price,  and  salicin  has  advanced  by  753.  per  lb.  and 
morphine  by  15c.  ]  cr  oz. 


London  Markets. 

Acid,  Citiuc,  is  firmer,  at  l.<.  2|cZ.  per  lb.,  nominally,  for 
Englisli  powder,  altliough  nud<ers  decline  to  quote  niean- 
tinie. 

Acid,  Oxalic. — Very  firm,  at  3d.  to  3]^/.  per  lb.,  delivered 
free  London. 

Acid,  Salicylic. — Owing  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  market 
in  view  of  the  proclamation  as  to  exportation  of  carbolic  acid 
and  certain  other  coal-tar  products,  makers  of  salicylic  acid 
are  not  booking  orders  for  forward  delivery. 

Acid,  Tartaric. — Unchanged,  at  the  prices  quoted  last 
week. 

Arrowroot. — Steady.  At  auction  on  Wednesday  good 
St.  Vincent  partly  sold  at  ^^d.  per  lb. 

Belladonna. — Very  firm,  -with  sellers  at  406'.  per  cwt. 
c.i.f.  for  good  medium  root. 

Borax  remains  vfry  firm  at  16s.  Qd.  for  crystals  and 
17,t.  6d.  for  powder.  There  is  practically  no  second-hand  to 
be  had. 

Bromides. — Firm  and  unaltered,  at  2<!.  2i.  per  lb.  for 
ammonium.  2''.  l^d.  for  sodium,  and  1$.  lO^d.  for  potassium. 

Camphor. — Crude  remains  quiet,  without  business  of  im- 
portance, at  160..'-.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.  for  Chinese,  and  166a  for 


Japanese,  the  latter  being  easier.  English  refined  is  also 
quiet  and  unchanged.  A  diagram  showing  the  fluctuations 
of  the  refined  is  printed  on  page  110. 

Cinchona. — The  first  London  auctions  of  the  year  were 
held  on  Tuesday,  when  nine  brokers  offered  1,610  packages 
between  them,  the  bulk  consisting,  as  usual,  of  East  Indian. 
The  demand  was  good,  the  average  unit  being  Ijkd.,  or 
slightly  above  the  values  obtained  iu  Amsterdam,  The  bi- 
juonthly  shipments  from  Java  are  returned  at  216,000  Amst. 
lbs.  only.  In  the  drug-auctions  on  Thursday  good  thin 
Loxa  quill  bark  sold  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb.,  and  Huanoco  quill 
from  4fZ.  to  7^d.  per  lb,,  according  to  quality^.  Cultivated 
flat  Calisaya,  sound,  sold  at  d^d.,  and  5d.  to  7^d.  for 
damaged.  Cartagena  was  held  for  6,-"/.,  Maracaibo  at  B^d., 
while  Cuprea  sold  at  Id.  per  lb. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  offered  and  sold  :  — 

Packages  offered. 

East  Indian  cinchona  ...     1,142,  of  which  588  were  sold. 

271       .,  196 

137       „  133 


Java  cinchona  ... 
Ceylon  cinchona 
South  American 
chona  ...  ... 


60 


1,610 


40 

957 


The  American  and  Italian  factories 
The  Brunswick  factory 
The  Frankfort  and  Stuttgart  factories  ... 
The  Mannheim  and  Amsterdam  factories 

The  Imperial  quinine-factory   

Druggists,  &c. 

Total  quantity  of  Ijavk  sold 
Bought  in  or  withdrawn  ... 


Lbs. 
...  100,612 
...  60,871 
...  32,230 
...  20,341 
...  7,078 
...  6,655 


227,787 
139,654 


Total  amount  of  bark  offered    ...  367,441 
Cevlon. — Succirubra,  original  stem  chips  and  shavings,  l^d. 

to  5^(i'.  per  lb.    Renewed,  ditto,  5j(7.  to  7^d. ;  hybrid,  S^d. 

South  Amebican.  —  Bolivian  cultivated  calisaya  good  quills, 

10(7. 

Java. — Ledgeriana:  Original  [stem  chips  and  shavings,  5(7.  to 
6(7. ;  branch,  2^d.  to  4|(7. ;  renewed  stem,  Bt^d.  Bed  :  Original 
stem,  4^(7.  to  5|(7.  Renewed,  ditto,  4^(7  to  5(7.  ;  and  root,  5^f7, 
per  lb. 

Bast  Indian. — Crown,  poor,  2d.  to  2^,d. ;  medium,  3(7.  to  3g(7.  ; 
good,  4^(7.  to  4|(7. ;  renewed,  4(7.  to  5:^(7.;  rich,  7^(7.  Ledgeriana: 
Natural  chips  and  shavings,  6i\(7.  to  7jij(7. ;  rich,  7^(7.  to  8^(7. 
per  lb. 

After  the  auctions  a  further  quantity  changed  hands  at  the 
limits.  It  is  reported  that  the  stock  of  cinchona  in  London 
is  now  considerably  reduced,  and  a  noticable  feature  of  the 
auctions  was  that  the  bulk  of  the  offerings  were  parcels  of " 
recent  import. 

Cocaine.  —  Market  ftill  anomalous,  makers  quoting 
20s.  6d.  per  oz.  (no  business),  and  second-hands  have  sold  a 
little  at  19s.  per  oz.  One  or  two  holders  have  sold  out  the 
bulk  of  their  stock  lately  at  about  this  figure,  preferring  to 
accept  a  reasonable  profit  now,  so  that  stocks  of  good  brands 
in  second-hands  are  practically  exhausted. 

Copper  Sulphate  is  slightly  easier  at  247.  to  257.  5s. 
per  ton  spot,  according  to  make. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — In  fair  inquiry  at  73s.  per  cwt.  for 
best  white  crystals  and  2s.  more  for  jjowder  ;  ditto  95  per 
cent.  76s.,  98"per  cent.  (B.P.)  78^■.,  and  99  to  100  per  cent. 
79s.  6(7.  per  cwt. 

Ferri  et  Quin.  Cit.  has  been  advanced  to  8.'7.  per  oz. 
in  1-oz.  vials,  and  Id.  in  25-oz.  tir.s. 

Galls. — Firmly  held.  To  arrive,  business  includes  100 
cases  Chinese  at  63s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.  present  shipment,  and 
150  cases  Japanese  at  59.'*.  6d.  c.i.f.  shipping  weights.  Blue 
Persian  are  in  limited  demand  at  the  high  prices  asked. 

Gum  Tragacanth  has  again  been  in  active  demand,  witli 
good  sales  of  lower  grades  of  Persian  at  from  57.  to  67.  10s. 
Bagdad  firsts  have  sold  at  14'.  12s.  6(7.,  and  seconds  137.  15s. 
to  147.  per  cwt. 

Insect-flowers. — A  Trieste  correspondent  reports  that 
business  is  brisk,  good  sales  having  been  made.  Prices  are 
fairly  well  maintained.  The  stock  in  Trieste  at  the  end  of 
December,  189?.  was  264,900  kilos.,  the  receipts  during  1hat 
molith  4,7C0  kilcs.,  and  the  ^leliteiies  27.200  kiks.  The 
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following  were  the  cuiTent  quotations,  f.o.b.  Trieste,  on 
Decemlier  31 : — Open  flow-ers,  44,y.  Q<l.  to  46.s.  per  cwt. ;  half- 
open,  52s.  to  69,-(.  ;  closed,  84.v.  to  92,y.  ;  and  •'  wild,"  106,v.  to 
108.<.  per  cwt. 

IODiDp;s. — Unaltered,  at  13,<  lOd.  per  lb.  for  ammonium, 
Ws.  IQd.  for  sodium,  and  lO.v.  6rf.  for  potassium  ;  12s.  for 
resublimed  iodine,  and  l\d  per  oz.  for  crude. 

Oil.  Cassia,  is  .slightly  lower,  sales  of  80  to  85  per  cent, 
having  been  made  at  4.«.  3^Z.  per  lb.,  sjint.  The  c.i.f.  price  is 
slightly  easier,  at  3,<.  l^d.  to  3-;.  8.'?.  per  11)..  and  busines.s  lias 
been  done  at  the  inside  figure. 

Oil,  Cod-liver.— Quiet,  and  practically  unchanged,  at 
75s.  per  barrel,  c.i.f.  In  auction  5  barrels  of  brownish  old  oil 
sold  without  reserve  at  the  high  price  of  65s. 

Beegen,  January  13. — Few  sales  have  been  made  this  week  in 
Lofoten  non-congealing  oil,  and  business  is  extremely  dull.  This 
quality  could  probably  be  bought  now  at  70s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b. 
Bergen.  The  statistics  to  date  for  Bergen  show  an  export  of  only 
2  barrels,  against  100  at  the  same  time  last  year. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Hohnboe,  in  his  rejiort  of  January  5,  states  that  the 
stocks  of  1899  oil  are  practically  cleared.  From  the  outside 
districts,  where  the  winter  fisheries  have  commenced,  the  fish  are 
i-eported  to  be  in  good  condition,  with  fat  livers.  For  ne%v 
Lofoten  oil,  February  shijiment,  the  price  will  probably  be  about 
80s.  per  barrel,  c.i.f.  U.K.  East  Coast.  All  steamship  companies 
have  raised  their  rates  considerably,  which,  in  the  case  of  c.i.f. 
sales,  will  have  to  be  taken  into  consideration. 

Messrs.  A.  Smit  ct  Zoon,  in  their  circular  of  January  10,  (piote 
73s.,  c.i.f.,  per  barrel  for  new  steam-refined  oil. 

Oils,  Fixed. — Fine  Lagos  Palm  oil  has  been  advanced 
10s.  per  ton,  spot  now  being  quoted  26/.  10s.  Lin.urd  is  very 
firm  and  fully  bs.  dearer  ;  pipes  on  the  spot  are  quoted  23/.  lO.f. 
to  23/.  15s.,  ban-els  23/.  15,<.  liapc  is  also  firmer  at  26/.  10s. 
for  refined,  spot.  Cotton  is  very  strong  and  advancing, 
refined  on  the  spot  is  now  quoted  23/.  15s.  to  24/.  10s.  per 
ton  according  to  make.  CoconiiKt  is  firmly  held  and  in  good 
demand.  Ceylon  on  the  spot  25/.  10s.  and  Cochin  28/.  10s. 
per  ton.  Olive  dearer  at  34/.  10s.  for  Mogador,  33/.  Spanish 
and  34/.  10s.  for  Levant.  J'ctrolcii ni  Russian  is  firmer  at  Qd. 
to  Q\d.  .spot ;  American  unchanged. 

Oil,  Orange. — The  tendency  is  higher  ;  for  a  well  known 
brand  7s.  Id.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  is  wanted. 

Oil,  Turpentine.— Dearer,  American  on  the  spot  being 
quoted  at  38s.  Ihd.  to  39s.  per  cwt. 

Quinine. — Immediately  after  the  Amsterdam  cinchona- 
auctions  last  week  German  manufacturers  advanced  the 
oflScial  price  by  Id.  per  oz.,  now  l.v.  4^if/.,  with  the  under- 
standing that  they  would  sell  to  consumers  only.  This  had 
a  depressing  effect  on  the  second-hand  market,  as  speculators 
had  anticipated  a  more  substantial  advance,  and  prices  on 
Friday  dropped  about  ^d.,  spot  selling  at  Is.  4'/.  to  Is.  l\\d., 
March,  Is.  4|r/.  to  Is.  ^d.,  and  May,  Is.  4|^/.  to  Is.  4|(/.  This 
week,  however,  renewed  speculation,  consecjuent  on  small 
shipments  of  bark  from  Java  for  the  first  half  of  the  month, 
is  apparent,  and  on  Wednesday  there  was  an  advance  of  IrZ., 
a  good  business  being  done  for  JIarch  delivery  at  Is.  b\d.. 
May  at  Is.  5frf.,  and  July  at  Is.  M.  German  makers  report 
sales  of  a  fair  quantity  at  Is.  4|c/.  Howards'  list-prices  are 
now  Is.  Qd.  per  oz,  in  100-oz.  tins,  and  Is.  Id.  in  vials  in 
1,000-oz.  lots,  and  1-oz.  vials  of  hydrochloride,  2s,  2if/. ;  hydro 
bromide,  2s.  Z^d.  ;  phosphate,  2s.  ^d.  ;  salicylate,  2s.  2|rf. . 
tannate,  Is.  3'/. ;  and  valerianate,  2s.  55^.  per  oz.  To-day' 
the  market  is  quiet  but  firm,  with  sellers  at  Is.  b^d.  for 
March,  Is.  b^d.  for  May,  and  Is.  5frf.  for  June,  with  buyers 
at  a  fraction  under.  In  the  drug-auctions  1,000  oz.  P.  &  G. 
brand  in  ten  100  loz.-tins,  sold  at  Is.  4f/.  1  er  oz.  The 
agents  for  tlie  B.  &  S.  brand  report  that  after  selling  a  few 
thousand  ounces  early  in  the  week  at  1.?.  4|^/.,  they  are  not 
now  sellers,  and  have  refused  orders  ht  this  figure.  " 

Salicin  has  been  advanced  3.*.  per  lb.  in  consequence 
of  small  .supplies  and  increased  demand.  For  1-owt.  lots 
15s.  per  lb.  net  is  now  the  price  ;  15.s-.  3d.  for  28  lbs.  and 
upwards ;  and  lbs.  6d.  for  less  than  28  lbs. 

Soda  Causi'ic  has  been  advanced  to  10/.  10s.  per  ton,  or 
70  per  cent,  spot,  and  1/.  less  for  60  per  cent. 

Soda  Hyposuli'Iiite  is  somewhat  scarce,  at  7/.  10s.  per 
ton  for  kegs  on  the  spot,  and  71.  f.o.b.  Tync. 


Soda  Nitrate. — Advanced  to  8s-.  3d.  per  cwt.  for  refined, 
and  8s.  f(jr  ordinary  on  the  spot. 


London  Drug=auctions. 

After  an  interval  of  six  weeks  the  drug-sales  were  resiimed 
to-day  when  twenty-two  brokers  brought  forward  goods. 
Business  commenced  at  10.30  .a.m.,  and  it  was  not  until  4.30 
P.M.  that  the  last  selling-broker  descended  the  rostrum. 
Plentiful  supplies  of  annatto-secd,  asat'etida,  Sumatra  and 
Siam  benzoin,  cardamoms,  croton-seed,  gum  myrrh,  Rio  and 
Cartagena  ipecac,  kola-nuts,  eucalyptus  oil,  rhubarb,  Tinne- 
velly  senna  (over  1,000  bales  originally  advertised,  but 
.subsequently  reduced  to  738  all  told),  and  beeswax,  were 
offered.  The  tone  throughout  was  dull  as  regards  public 
business,  and  the  following  comjslete  table  shows  the  original 
packages  offered  and  sold  : — 


Off<'red 

Aconite  (Jap.)    20  .. 

Almonds    17  .. 

Aloes,   Cape   80  .. 

Curasao   230  .. 

Socotrine    79  .. 

Zanzibar    41  .. 

Ambergris   5  .. 

Anethol   1  .. 

Anise,  star    7  .. 

Aniseed  Spanish  ...    70  .. 

Annatto-seed    147  .. 

Antimony  (Jap.)  ...    90  .. 

Areca-nuts    181  .. 

Asafetida    G69  .. 

Asphaltum   

Balsam,  Canada  ...      1  .. 

Copaiba   14  .. 

Peru   9  .. 

Tolu    3  .. 

Benzoin — 

Palembang    23  .. 

Siam    63  .. 

Sumatra    175  •• 

But-hu    37  .. 

Calumba    211  .. 

Canella  alba   13  .. 

Cannabis  indiea  ...    14  .. 

Cardamoms    578  .. 

Cardamom-seeds...  34  .. 
Cascara  sagrada  ...  124  .. 

Cascarilla   47  .. 

Castor-seed    2  .. 

Chamomiles    3  . 

Chillies   ';8  ., 

Cinchona    140  .. 

Civet    2 

Cocaine   1  . 

Coca-leaves    15  . 

Coeculus  indicus  ...    35  . 

Colocynth   39  . 

Croton-seed    176  . 

Cubebs    96  . 

Cumin-seed    73  . 

Cuscus    13  . 

Cuttlefish-bone    ...    10  . 

Dill-seed    33  . 

Dragon's-blood   34  . 

Elaterium   1  . 

Ergot  of  rye   11  . 

Fennel-seed    10  . 

Galangal    34  . 

Gentian   31  . 

Gum  arable    106  . 

accroides    17  . 

ammoniacum   ...    30  . 

galbanum    15  . 

gamboge    12  . 

grass-tree    3  . 

guaiacum    10  . 

mastich   23  . 

myrrh   120  . 

sagapenum    4  . 

tragacauth    30  . 

Honey,  Australian  18  . 
Honey — 

Jamaica   11  . 

Ignatius  beans   10  , 

Ipccai-uanlia — 

(Cartagena)    64  , 


Sold 
0 
0 
17 
90 
10 
7 
0 
0 

,  0 
,  10 
,  16 
.  0 
0 

.  45 
.  0 
.  0 
.  0 
.  0 
.  0 

.  6 

.  34 

.  48 

.  27 

.  16 

.  0 

.  0 

.  390 

.  0 

.  0 

.  11 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  106 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  4 

.  25 

.  38 

.  0 

.  0 

.  5 

.  0 

.  2 

.  0 

.  0 

,.  10 

..  10 

..  0 

..  0 

..  0 

,.  0 

..  0 

..  5 

..  0 

..  4 

..  0 

..  23 

..  4 

..  10 

..  3 

..  0 
..  0 


Offered  Sold 


Ipecacuanha- 

(Rio)   

Jalap   

Kamala  

Kino   


.  42  . 

.  20  . 

.  23  . 

.  37  . 

Kola-nuts    113  . 

Lemon-juice   5  . 

Liquorice-powder...  10  . 

„        root   14  . 

Lime-juice   36  . 

Maima    1  • 

Matieo    16  . 

Menthol   8  . 

Morphine   (oz.)  500  . 

Musk   9  . 

Oil,  anise,  star   8  . 

bay   4  . 

bergamot  ('.')   8  . 

cajuput    45  . 

cassia   21  . 

castor   133  . 

cinnamon    16  . 

citronella    23  . 

cod-liver   5  . 

eucalyptus   70  . 

lavender   1  . 

lemon-grass    44  . 

lime    23  . 

nutmeg    11  . 

orange    5  . 

patchouli    15  . 

peppermint    21  . 

rose  (E.I.)   10  . 

sassafras    5  . 

wood    10  . 

I      ylang-ylang    1  . 

Opium    4  . 

Orange-blossoms  ...  13  . 

„     peel    52  . 

Orris-root    46  . 

Otto,  rose    5  . 

Pareira  brava    3  . 

Pistachio-nuts   6  . 

1  Quassia  logs  (cwt.)  56  , 

Quince-seed  ..    3  ■ 

Quinine  sulphate,  &c., 
1,000  oz.  sold 

Rhatany   79 

Rhubarb    288 

Saffron    39 

Sandalwood    1 

Sarsaparilla    96 

Scammonium    22 

Scammony-root   ...  25 

Senega    4 

Senna,  Alexandrian  101 

Tinnevelly   738 

Sesame    6 

Soy,  Cliina   20 

Sponges   125 

Squills    33 

Stroplianthus    24 

Tamarinds   112 

Tonka-beans   33 

Turmeric    101 

Turtle,  dried   20 

Vanilla    6 

Wax  bees')    516 

Japan   60 


22 
4 
0 
0 

27 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

5C0 
0 
0 
4 
6 
0 
0 
20 
5 
0 
5 
0 
0 
0 
9 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
3 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


2 
17 
0 
0 

33 
0 
0 
0 
2 

602 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

18 
0 
0 
0 
4 

60 
0 
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Ai.OES.— Cairo  was  in  good  supply,  and  partially  sold  at 
26((.  for  good  bright,  and  Z4.<.  6^/.  to  25.s-.  for  fair  to  good 
seconds.  "  C'uraQca  in  large  gciirds  were  a  feature  of  this 
article:  they  sold  at  56,v.  for  fine  brown  livery  :  black  and 
ca]  ey  ditto  were  l>ought  in  at  30,s\  A  lot  of  50  boxes  coarse 
liverV  and  dark,  catalogued  as  I'arbados,  realised  21.i. 
Zanzibar  aloes  w(re  well"  rei  resented,  but  the  quality  was 
poor  ;  dark  liquid  in  tins  sold  at  37,<.,  and  soft  and  treacly 
in  skins  at  34,s'.    A  few  kegs  of  good  hard  Socotrine  realised 

Ambekgris. — Xo  desirable  quality  was  offered. 

Aniseed. — Good  Spani.>h  partly  sold  at  25x.  per  cwt. 

Annatto-seed  was  in  large  supply,  but  only  two  bags 
found  buyer.s  at  Zt/.  per  lb. 

AntIiMONy. — For  Japanese  crude  an  offer  of  22/.  10s.  per 
ton  was  refused,  23/.  being  wanted.  Privately,  regulus  is 
quoted  39/.  lOx  to  40/.  per  ton.  _ 

Areca-nuts. — In  better  supply;  for  good  bold  Ceylon 
seed  19s.  6/1.  per  cwt.  was  refused,  the  limit  being  20,v.  ;  for 
another  parcel  of  mediuui  lis.  6//.  was  refused. 

Asaeetiu.a. — The  offerings  were  on  a  large  scale,  but  not 
I  lie  slightest  demand  was  evinced,  except  in  the  case  of  a 
few  lots  of  fair  quality,  which  sold  at  60s.  per  cwt.  for  fair 
almondy  block,  i  art  heavy  ;  and  50.s'.  for  pale  broken  block, 
]iart  loose.  The  bulk  of  the  offerings  consisted  of  heavy 
pinky  block  and  greyish  common  block,  much  inferior  to 
last  arrival.  A  parcel  of  25  cases  common  block  (a  ship- 
ment that  had  been  rejected  by  the  United  States)  was 
limited  at  40.<.  per  cwt.  A  parcel  of  35  cases  from  the 
Persian  Ciulf  sold  at  67s.  6r/.  for  good  pinky  almondy  block, 
part  loose  ;  and  from  62.s-.  6d.  to  66s.  for  greyish  almondy 
block,  I  art  heavy,  with  loose.  Heavy  block,  part  foul,  with 
matting,  brought  35.'>-.  to  40.s\  ;  darkish  almondy  block,  54i\ 
to  60.V.  ;  doubtful  ditto,  heavy  with  matting,  30s.  ;  and 
commcn  block,  with  some  loose,  25.<. 

llAi.sAM,  Cax.vda. — For  thickish  balsam  Is.  5/1.  per  lb. 
was  wanted. 

Balsam  Copaira. — The  supplies  to-day  consisted  of  the 
Cartagena  description,  which  were  bought  in  at  Is.  4c/.  per 
lb..  Is.  being  refused  in  fine  instance.  Small  sales  have  l)een 
maili- in  Li\(  rpool  of  bright  filtered  Maranham  at  l,s'.  6/f. 
]ier  lb. 

P)AT,SAM  Peru. — The  limits  in  auction  ran  from  7s.  to 
7s.  6/1.  per  lb. 

Baesam  Toeu.— Still  scarce  and  firndy  held.  Good  fair, 
in  small  tins,  was  held  to-day  at  Is.  8/1.  per  lb. 

Benzoix. — Both  Sumatra  and  Siam  were  in  better  demand 
to- lay  at  firm  prices,  which  were  as  follows: — Sumatra:  Fine 
seconds  were  held  f<ir  10/.  lO.t.  i  er  cwt.  (9/.  refused);  fair 
seconds  sold  at  7/.  17.v.  6/L  to  8/.  12*'.  6//.  ;  and  5/.  17,v.  6il.  to 
6/.  5,s'.  for  or<linary  ;  connuon  block  (without  reserve),  85.s\ 
Siatu:  Small  bloeky  almonds,  90.s'.  ;  good  block,  BO.t. ;  and 
brown  sittings  in  block,  C4,>.-.  Good  glassy  Palembang 
realised  the  high  figure  of  80s.  ]<vr  cwt.  ! 

BUC'HU. — Unchanged,  fair  round  green  leaf  selling  at  j 
from  104c/.  to  Is.  OijV/.  per  lb.,  and  yellowish  at  9|f/.  ;  for  , 
long  narrow  green  haves  9|c/.  was  refused. 

Caeumba. — For  nice  yellow  and  bold  washed  root  52s.  6/?. 
jier  cwt.  was  refused.    ])ull  sorts  sold  at  16.*. 

Cardamoms. — Opened  dull  and  irregular,  but  improved  as 
the  sales  proceeded  and  prices  were  full  uji.  The  following 
]irices  were  paid: — Ceylon -Mysore,  good  bold  pale  round, 
3f.  6(1.  to  3.S-.  lO/l.  ;  dullish  ditto,  3.s'.  4r7.  to  3.<.  5/1. ;  good 
medium  pale  round,  2s.  7/1.  to  3.y.  2/J. ;  small  pale,  2s.  3/1.  to 
2s.  4r/.  ;  peas.  Is.  9(7.  to  Is.  lO/l.  ;  brown  and  specky.  Is.  7/1. ; 
small  to  medium  brown  and  open,  l*.  7/1.  to  l.s-.  8d. ;  splits. 
Is.  7/1.  to  Is.  10/1.  Cevlon-Malabar,  good  medium  brown, 
Is.  9/1. ;  lean  ditto,  1.*.  6d.  to  l.v.  7d.  ;  and  low  mouldy.  Is.  5d. 
Sffds  sold  at  2,s'.  Zd.  to  2>:.  6/1.  per  lb.,  according  to  quality. 
Wild  Cevlon  brought  3,s'.  7d.  to  3s.  lid. ;  and  mouldy  ditto, 
2s.  6d.    Indian  Mangalore,  2s.  9d. 

Cascarieea.— Firmly  held  in  auction,  good  bohl  quill 
selling  at  75.s'.,  and  sittings  at  25.v.  'J' wo  other  parcels  were 
bought  in. 


CoEOCYKTH  sold  at  steady  rates  in  auction,  fair  to  good 
Turkey  apple  selling  at  Is.  Id.,  to  Is.  4rf.  for  sea-damaged. 

Crotox-SEED. — l  arge  supplies  were  f  ffered  and.  with  tht; 
exception  of  a  small  (juantity  which  snld  at  38-'. ,  tliey  were 
all  Ixjiight  in. 

CuBEBS. — (iood  brown  but  stalky  berries  sold  at  22,>;..  and 
fcr  greyi^h  and  stalky  (jtto  19s.  was  paid,  subject  to 
approval. 

CUTTEEFiSH-BciNE. — Partly  sold  at  7d.  per  lb.  for  dullish 
mostly  whole  bone. 

Draoo\"s-beo()D.— Quiet.  Good  bright  lump  of  fair 
colour  brought  10/.  17.v.  6/1.  per  cwt.  subject,  and  for  low 
drossy  ditto  71.  12s.  6d.  was  paid.    Good  reeds  were  held  for 

10/.  ios. 

Ergot. — For  wcevily  Sianish  3s.  per  lb.  was  wanted. 
Previous  to  the  auctions  a  few  bags  of  Bussiaii  had  sold 
privately  at  this  ligure.  The  Hamburg  market  is  reported 
to  be  practically  cleared  of  stock. 

Fexn'EE-seed  sold  at  19.s'.  9d.  per  cwt. 

Gaeaxgal  partly  sold  at  2^s. 

Gextiax. — There  are  a  few  spot  inquiries  privately,  and 
one  holder,  who  has  a  moderate  quantity,  quotes  15.v.  In 
auction  a  parcel  was  limited  at  l^s.  per  cwt. 

GUiM  Gamboge. — Good  pipe  of  fair  orange  fracture 
realised  8/.  7s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Gum,  Guaiacum. — In  small  supply,  l.s-.  to  l*-.  3d.  being 
paid  for  good  glassy  resin  ;  common  and  drossy  sorts  were 
liought  in. 

Gum  Mastich. — No  business  publicly.  Ketail  sales  have 
been  made  privately  at  Is.  6/1.  per  lb. 

Gum,  Myrrh,  was  in  good  demand  to-day  at  firm  prices  ; 
good  pale  picked  Aden  brought  5/.  2s.  6(1.  ;  and  small  to 
medium  pale,  81.«. ;  good  pale  chips  brought  52s. ;  and 
chips  and  dust,  43^-.  ;  dark  sorts,  18.<. ;  sittings,  21s. ;  and 
dust,  15s. 

Gum  S.vgapexum. — This  gum-resin,  now  very  rarely  mot 
with,  was  offered  to-day  "  without  reserve,"  and  sold  with 
good  competition  at  6s.  6d.  to  6s.  9/1.  per  cwt. 

Ipecacuaxha. — In  better  demand  to-day  at  full  up  to 
df  aror  prices  for  Eio,  and  slightly  easier  for  Cartagena,  the 
latter  description  selling  at  from  7.s".  3^/.  to  7s.  6d.  per  lb.  for 
first  and  second-class  country  damaged,  very  damp.  Ci-ood 
bold  annulated  was  bought  in  at  8s.  6d.  llio  sold  at  12s.  3d. 
for  good  bold  sound  (12.<.  6/1.  reported  paid  privately),  and 
ll,s\  9'/.  to  12s.  per  lb.  for  sound  and  first-class  country 
damaged,  according  to  quality.  Thirt_v-three  bales  of  Rio 
have  arrived  this  week  per  the  ss.  IMnuhe  from  Monte 
Video. 

Jaeap. — A  few  bales  of  small  unworked  Vera  Cruz  tuber 
sold  at  6d.  per  lb. 

Kola-nuts. — Sound  West  Indian  brought  3d.  to  3\d.,  and 
slightly  mouldy  3d.  ;  for  best  lots  M.  was  wanted.  A  few 
bags  of  small  West  African  sold  at  1\/1.  per  lb.  subject. 

The  exports  frcm  Grenada,  W.I.,  in  1898  were  valued  at  43/., 
against  8fc/.  in  1897,  18C/.  in  18S6.  and  133/.  in  1895.  From  Lagos 
tlie  exports  in  1898  were  valued  at  23,052/.,  against  21,190/.  in 
897. 

IjIME-.tuice. — Business  in  raw  West  Indian  juice  has  been 
done  at  3s.  per  gallon,  and  there  arc  further  buyers  at  this 
Ifigure,  but  3s.  3d.  is  now  the  lowest. 

Matico-eeaves. — Fair  broken  leaf  was  linuted  at  6//.,  and 
dark  ditto  at  4|cZ. 

Mexthol. — Early  in  the  week  the  njarket  had  a  slight 
relapse,  Kobayashi  crystals  selling  at  9s.  9/1.  per  lb.,  but 
since  then  the  market  is  firmer,  and  10s.  spot  lias  been  paid. 
The  temporary  weakness  was  due  to  operators  in  Japan 
ofl'ering  on  this  side  at  10s.  4irf.,  c.i.f.,  without  finding  buyers, 
their  object  being  to  try  to  tiei  ress  the  market.  In  auction 
1  case  of  crystals  was  limited  at  9,*.  9/1.  per  lb. 

Mori  HINE.— A  parcel  of  500  oz.  Wink's  hydrochh  ride 
sold  at  4,'*.  6hl.  per  oz.,  net.  This  identical  parcel  had  been 
previously  t  ffered  and  sold.  In  second-hands  there  are 
sellers  at"4.v\  71/1.  to  4.«.  8/1.  per  cz. 

Musk. — Firmly  licld,  although  no  business  was  effected 
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Iiublicly.  Of  Tonquin  pods,  three  caddies  of  fine  thin  blue- 
skin  (few  brown),  and  two  or  three  broken,  fairly  dry,  were 
held  for  67s.  6d.  per  oz.  Of  third-pile  pods,  dampish,  two 
caddies  were  bought  in  at  40.<.  per  oz.  For  a  case  of 
'•  skins  "  a  bid  of  2,v.  6d  is  to  be  submitted.  Three  Iwttles 
of  so-callod  Nepaul  ■' grain  musk,"  good  fair  quality,  were 
bought  in  at  35,s'.  per  oz. 

Oil,  B,\y.— AVest  Indian  distilled  sold  at  6,^.  hi.  to  6,v.  3//. 

Oil,  Bkrg.xmot. — For  a  parcel  offered  as  bergamot  " 
4,s'.  1^?.  per  lb.  was  paid  without  reserve.  Another  lot  of 
genuine  new  crop  was  held  for  7.s.  6^/. 

Oir.,  CiNN'AMi.iN',  was  represented  by  5  parcels,  consisting 
mostly  of  leaf  oil,  which  was  bought  in  with  the  exception 
of  a  small  lot  which  sold  at  IfcA  For  genuine  bark-oil, 
Kadarana  brand,  Ig.  6d.  was  wanted. 

Oil,  Lime. — Limits  in  auction  appear  to  have  been  re- 
duced, as  several  parcels  were  obtainable  at  prices  ranging 
fr(im  3.t.  3d.  to  3,<.  6d.  per  lb.  For  a  case  of  hand-pressed 
oil  from  Dominica  7a.  Id.  per  11).  was  paid. 

Oil,  Patchouli. — A  parcel  of  Fisher's  brand  was  bought 
in  at  65^7.  per  oz. 

Oil,  I'EPPEnMiNT. — In  auction  10  cases  of  dementholised 
(Kobayaslii)  was  held  for  3.s'.  9^/.,  at  which  figure  sales  have 
been  made  privately. 

QuiN'CE-SEEDS  were  held  for  l.i.  Qd.  per  lb. 

Rhatanv  partly  sold  at        per  lb. 

Khubakb. — The  market  is  quiet,  and  no  animation  to  buy 
was  shown  to-day.  A  parcel  of  17  cases  new  crop  Shensi 
root,  consisting  of  very  fine  quality,  was  ottered  and  partly 
sold  at  2,?.  6d.  for  fine  round  medium,  good  coat,  half-pinky 
and  half-dark  fracture:  fine  bold  fiat  ditto,  2.v.  IL/. ;  and 
medium  flat,  three-quarter  pinky  fracture,  2.t.  Qd.  j.er  lb. 
subject ;  good  Shensi  pickings,  round  and  flat,  Ix.  Id.  A 
parcel  of  69  cases  High-dried  was  offered,  but  no  business 
was  done,  a  bid  of  8|c/.  being  refused  for  good  bold  flat,  and 
7\d.  for  medium.  The  limits  were  9g('7.  and  9d.  respectively. 
Common  round  rough  was  bought  in  at  7d.,  an  offer  of  5^d. 
being  rejected.  Small  flat  Canton  sold  at  87.,  and  good 
pickings  at  Ud.  down  to  6^/.  per  lb. 

Sarsapapilla. — Of  genuine  grey  Jamaica  root  38  bales 
were  ottered  and  so!d  witii  good  competition  at  l.v.  8c/.  per  lb. 
for  sound ;  l.v.  7d.  for  first-class  damaged ;  and  l.i.  5d.  for 
sea-damaged.  Fourteen  bales  of  Guayaquil  sarsaparilla  also 
sold  at  Is.  Id.  for  first  and  second-class  damaged.  IJma- 
Jamaica  was  not  in  demand,  several  parcels  being  bought  in 
at  l.v.  to  1.S'.  Irf.  Low,  lean,  pale  native  Jamaica  l)rought  7d. 
per  lb. 

Senna. — Tinnevelly  sold  in  auction  at  .slightly  easier 
rates,  3hd.  to  ^\d.  per  lb.  being  paid  for  medium  to  fair 
green  leaf ;  2\d.  to  S^d.  for  ."-mall  to  medium  green  leaf ; 
and  common  brown  and  damaged,  -^d.  to  2d.  per  lb.  Pods,  3^d. 
Of  Alexandrian  leaf  2  cases  of  good  green  whole  leaf  sold 
at  9d.  per  lb.,  and  j.rivately  siftings  have  been  selling  at  2Jrf. 
A  fair  quantity  of  Tinnevelly  ct  auctions  of  December  16 
has  be:;n  sold  at  a  profit  on  the  rates  then  paid.  The 
importers  withdrew  600  bales,  catalogued  for  auction  to-day, 
for  future  sales.  The  s.s.  I'cni nsiilar,  arriving  on  January  20, 
has  287  bales  on  board.  It  is  thought,  as  importers  have  with- 
drawn so  much,  they  believe  .shipments  of  new  crop  will  shortly 
come  to  an  end. 

Spices. — There  has  been  a  fair  business  pa.ssing  with 
fiimcr  pi  ices  for  Ginger  and  Pc])pcr.  At  auction  on  Wednes- 
day all  the  Cochin  (Ihuicr  ottered  was  bought  in  with  the 
excepticn  of  some  small  Calicut  rough,  mouldy  and  wormy, 
which  sold  at  24s.  to  2'^l.s'.  6c/.  ]  or  cwt.  Fair  washed  rough 
Cochin  is  selling  1  rivately  at  29.V.  fc/.  jier  cwt.  A  parcel  of 
Japan,  woimy,  was  bought  in  at  23;!,  but  during  the  week 
sales  of  common  to  fair  have  been  made  at  23.'<.  to  2<\s.  Qd. 
per  cwt.  Bengal  is  now  quoted  25;.  per  cwt.  Zanzibar 
/7c<w',9  remain  st(  ady,  a  small  lot  of  good  fair  sold  at  3ic/. 
y;er  lb.  The  quotation  for  March-May  delivery  fluctuates 
slightly  round  32c/.  Ordinary  Peuang  were  bought  in  at 
Q\d.  jjor  11).  Clnvr-slciiis  fiartly  sold  at  2'/.  per  lb.  CVqjsinim.i 
an:  dearer,  15ond)ay  cherries  rather  mixed  faded  sold  at 
34;(.  6c/.  to  35.<.  6c/.  per  cwt.  Long  en  stalk  were  bought  in 
at  32s.  6c/.  per  cwt.  I'iiia  n!o  is  lirm,  ))ciiig  bought  in  at  3'^d. 
p)er  lb.,  with  business  privately  at  3jc/.  to  3j^d.  Cassia  liffvci 


sold  at  45«.  per  cwt.  for  recent  crop  ;  old  crop  being  quoted 
at  50s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Pcjin-r  is  firmer  ;  Singapore  black  is 
worth  5ii?c/.  per  lb.  ejn  the  spot,  and  6\d.  to  6-^c/.  for  arrival. 
Penang  vvhite  partly  sold  at  3\d.  \  er  11'. 

Tamarinds. — Good  Earbados  realised  13.<.  per  cwt. 
TuKMKRic. — Xo  business  in  auction.    Privately  Madras  is 
i  quoted  45.'.\  to  47,<.  6c/.  per  cwt.  for  good  to  fine"  finger,  and 
30.'i.  for  Chinese  finger.    Cochin,  split  bulbs,  \2s.  per  cwt. 

^^^\x,  Bees".— Jamaica  wax  in  demand  at  firmer  pric3s, 

14  packages  being  offered  and  sold,  at  from  71.  5«.  per  cwt. 

for  fine  bright  yellow,  71.  2^.  6c/,  for  fair  red  mixed,  and  71. 

for  rather  dark.  Large  quantities  of  East  Indian  wax  were 
i  bought  in.  Good  Mozambique,  in  pipes,  brought  6/.  17uV.  6c/. ; 
j  Madagascar,  6/.  lO,--.  to  6/.  15.y.  for  dark  brown  and  iiartly 

wormy  ;  brown  Madras,  5/.  12*'.  6c/,  ;  and  B(iml>ay,5/.  17.<.  6c/. 
\  per  cwt.  Fine  bleached  in  discs,  from  New  York,  8,'.  No 
!  Zanzibar  was  sold. 

AVax,  J.\panese.— Good  pale  square  were  held  for  32<!. 
per  cwt. 


late  Xaw. 

The  Saccharin  Corporation's  Litigation. 

In  the  High  Court  of  Justice  on  Tliursday  (.Janiuiry  18),  Mr. 
Justice  Cozens-Harely  acceded  to  an  application  by  Mr. 
Moulton,  Q.C.,  that  actions  which  were  in  the  list  against 
defenaauts  named  Quincey,  S.  Galloway  k.  Sons,  T.  &  H. 
Smith  &;  Co..  Pratt,  and  K.  lleitmeyer  &  Co.  should  not  come 
on  before  February  20.  The  learneel  counsel  explained  that 
the  actions  dealt  with  several  patents,  and  had  come  unex- 
pectedly into  the  paper.  In  acceding  to  the  application  his 
Lorilsbip  said  he  was  reluctant  to  allow  any  actions  to  stand 
o\cr. 


Alleged  Theft  of  Chemicals. 

At  the  County  of  London  Sessions,  Newington,  on  January  18, 
the  case  against  John  Jones  (30),  Henry  Parker  (27).  Jethro 
Larelent  (33),  herbalist,  and  William  Edward  lioyou  (39), 
for  alleged  theft  of  cod-liver  oil,  camphor,  ioeloform,  an<l 
quicksilver,  the  projierty  of  Messrs.  Davy,  Hill  &  Son,  Yate\s, 
Hicks  &,  Co.,  wholesale  druggi.sts.  Park  Street,  Southwark,  as 
reporteel  in  the  <)'•  Ih  December  16,  page  972,  was  pro- 
ceedeel  with.  Jones  gave  evidence  against  I^ardent  and 
Parkes.  He  said  in  November  last  he  and  Parker 
were  in  the  "  Holly  Tree,"  Southwark  Park  Koad, 
when  Royou  entered  into  conversation  with  them  and  asked 
him  where  he  was  working.  Royou  said,  "  Can  you  get  me 
stuffs?"  (meaning  goods),  and  witness  replied.  "I  do  not 
know."  Royou  remarked,  "If  you  can  Lardent  will  have 
them."  Some  conversation  ensued  about  some  cod-liver 
oil,  and,  at  Royou's  suggestion,  witness  visited  Lardent  and 
said,  '•  I  have  been  speaking  to  a  friend  of  yours  named 
Royou  about  some  cod-liver  oil."  Lardent  askeel 
where  he  was  working,  and,  on  being  informed,  said, 
"Can  you  get  anything  .'"  Witness  replietl,  "  A  drop  of  cod- 
liver  oil — about  \  gal."  Lardent  remarked,  "  That  is  no  good 
— only  a  shillingsworth — a  poundsworth  would  be  better." 
Lardent  then  asked  him  if  he  had  tlie  handling  of  the  cod- 
liver  oil,  and  how  much  was  at  the  premises.  He  replied 
that  there  were  60  or  70  barrels,  and  after  some  further  con- 
versation Lardent  jjromised  to  give  him  21.  per  barrel. 
Witness  returned  to  the  public-house  and  informed  Parker 
and  Re)you  that  it  was  all  right,  and  arrangements  were 
made  for  Parker  to  collect  some  goods  from  p-irosecutor's 
premises  and  to  take  them  to  Lardent.  Witness  accom- 
panieel  Parker  with  three  barrels  of  cod-liver  oil,  a  quantity 
of  iodoform,  &c.,  to  Lardent,  who  asked  them  to  take  the 
things  into  his  premises.  They  did  so.  and  Lardentpaid  wit  ness 
21.  12,*.,  rcmarkingthatthat  wasallthe  loose  cashliehad  then. 
Witness  receiveel  another  lO.s'.  from  Lardent  on  the  suev 
ceeding  Saturday,  and  called  several  times  subsequently  for 
money,  but  Lardent  was  out  en  each  occasion.  Since  they 
hael  been  in  custody  Lardent  said  to  him,  "Get  me  out  of 
it,  and  I  will  look  after  your  wife  and  children."  Some; 
formal  evidence  was  then  given,  and  the  case  was  then 
adjourneil  until  Fridny  (.January  19), 
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Comiiuj  BEvcntt*. 

Notices  of  meetings  are  inserted  free  in  this  section 
if  received  by  the  Editor  not  later  than  Wednesday 
of  the  week  before  the  meetings  are  held. 


Monday,  January  22. 

Society  of  Ai  ts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m. 
Mr.  B.  H.  Brougli  will  deliver  the  first  of  a  series 
of  four  lectures  on  "  The  Nature  and  Yield  of 
Metalliferous  Deposits." 

London  College  of  PJiarmacij.  Dinner  and  Prize- 
distribution  in  the  Venetian  Chamber,  Holborn 
Restaurant,  at  7  p.m.  Mr.  T.  Skewes-Cox,  M.P., 
will  preside. 

Tuesday,  January  23. 

Boyal  Pliotographic  Soeietij,  66  Russell  Square,  W.C, 
at  8  P.M.  Major-Cxeneral  Waterhouse  will  give  a 
note  on  "  Dr.  Vogel's  method  of  preparing  subhaloid 
salts  of  silver." 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Union,  at  the  Horse-Shoe  Hotel, 
Tottenham  Court  Road,  commencing  at  9  p.m. 
Annual  meeting.  The  Secretary  intimates  that 
subscriptions  are  now  due,  and  requests  country 
members  to  communicate  their  present  addresses 

Wednesday,  January  24. 

Edinhurgli  Clieinists',  Assisfantu',  and  A'pprentices' 
Association,  36  York  Place,  at  9.15  p.m.  "What 
are  the  statutory  functions  of  a  Pharmacist  ?  "  and 
"  Botany  in  January,"  by  Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill ; 
"  Dispensing  Notes,"  by  Mr.  D.  B.  Kidd. 

Western.  Chemists'  Association,  Westbourne  Restau- 
rant, W.,  at  9  P.M.  Smoking-concert. 

Neivcastlc  and  District  Chemists'  Association,  at  8  p.m. 
Annual  dinner  at  the  Hotel  Metropole,  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne.  Mr.  C.  Ridley  will  preside.  Tickets,  As. 
each,  can  be  had  from  Mr.  F.  Grilderdale,  19  Groat 
Market,  Newcastle. 

Thursday,  January  25. 

Liverpool  Chemists'  Association,  Royal  Institution, 

Liverpool,  at  7  o'clock.    Annual  meeting. 
Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street, 

W.,  at  9  P.M.    Impromptu  discussion. 
Midland  PJiannaceutical  Association,  Mason  College, 

Birmingham.    Paper  by  Mr.  J.  Spilsbury  and  Mr, 

T.  (Jr.  Joyce  on  '•  Balsam  of  Tolu." 

Friday,  January  26. 

Boyal  Tnstitutio)!  of  Great  Britain,  Albemarle  Street, 
Piccadilly,  W.,  at  9  P.M.  The  Hon.  Charles  A. 
Parsons  will  discourse  on  "  Motive  Power — Higli- 
sjieed  Navigation — Steam  Turbines." 

Glasgow  Chemists'  and  Drnggists'  Assistants'  and 
Apprentices'  Association,  lOOWest  Regent  Street, 
Glasgow,  at  9.15  p.m.  '■  The  Druggist  as  a  Civil 
Servant,"  by  Mr.  J.  P.  Taylor. 


The  Annual  Ball  promoted  by  the  Sheffield  Phar- 
maceutical and  Chemical  Society  will  be  held  in  the 
Masonic  Hall,  Sheffield,  on  February  13.  Tickets 
(single,  7.S.  %d.  ;  double,  12.s.  6(?.)  may  be  had  from  Mr.  H. 
Antcliffe,  Union  Offices,  Westbar,  or  any  local  chemist. 


Mr.  Dooley's  Cure. — If  a  man  has  a  col'  on 
the  chist,  get  Casey  s  mixture  f'r  man  an' baist, 
put  him  in  bed,  slap  a  musthard-plasther  on  him 
that'll  keep  his  mind  employed,  an'  lave  thim  flght 
it  out.  May  th'  best  man  win.  If  the  patient's 
alive  in  th'  mornin'  he'll  not  have  stren'th  to  cough. 
— "Mr.  Dooley,"  in  the  New  York  Ladies'  Home 
Journal. 

Never  Does  It. — Physician  (giving  advice) : 
"  Lastly,  McGorry,  don't  go  to  sleep  on  an  empty 
stomach." 

McGorry  (who  is  ailing)  :  "  No  danger  av  thot,, 
docthor ;  Oi  always  slapc  on  me  back." 


